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** tfi inoniimentiim requiris, dreamsploe.'* 

THE SAILOR'S SNUG HARBOR. 

In the sammer of 1776, Captain John Lee, of Marblehead, 
in Massachusetts, under a commission of Congress, was 
cruising upon the high seas for Britbh prizes. Finding 
himself short of supplies and munitions, he entered the port 
of Bilboa, in Spain, where, upon complaint of some English 
officers whom he had captured, he was arrested for piracy. 
The British minister in Spain used all his influence against 
him, but while the case was pending, the news of the Declar- 
ation of Independence reached Madrid ; the complaint against 
Captain Lee was dismissed, supplies and aid in refitting his 
ship were furnished, and Spain declared that the new flag of 
the United States should henceforth be as welcome in her 
ports as the old flag of Great Britain. She further sent a 
million of francs to her ambassador at Paris as a free gift for 
the young nation, and hinted that three thousand barrels of 
powder in New Orleans were entirely at its service. 

This timely friendship, like that of France, and, we must 
reluctantiy confess, like all international friendships, was not 
wholly disinterested ; ndther Spain nor France were in love 
with democracy or revolution, but they were heartily hostile 
to Great Britain, and were ready to strike the ^' ruler of the 
waves" whenever a blow would telL Spain wished to solace 
her wounded honor by recovering Gibraltar, and she was 
greedy of territory beyond the MissisrippL 

Bon Bernardo de Galvez, the brilliant young Governor of 
New Orleans, which was then a littie city of scarcely four 
thousand inhabitants, and was described by the glowing 
French tourists as the most enchanting of cities, obeyed with 
ardor the direction of the home government He retaliated 
the seizure of an American schooner upon the^ lakes, by the 
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seizure and confiscation of all British vessels within hia reach, 
and early announced that the port of New Orleans should be 
wide open for the sale of the prizes of Yankee privateers. 
Tills was good news to a thrifty Scotch trader in that city 
named Randall, who had crossed the sea to make his f ortane, 
and who now quietly fitted out vessels which took the sea as 
privateers, and brought him rich returns. There is no tradi« 
tion of peculiar harshness in his captures, which could cause 
a curse to cling to his gold, which rapidly increased, and was 
invested in plantations in Louisiana. When he died, his 
only son inherited his estates. 

This son, Robert Richard Randall, died three-fourths of a 
century ago : there is no record of his life, and there are none 
living probably who knew him. It was his custom' to leave 
his Louisiana planbition every summer, and come to breathe 
the cooler airs of the northern coast, much as his successors 
in that region used to be seen at Newport and Saratoga before 
the war. Probably he was the counterpart of many a 
bachelor who may haply sit upon a pleasant piazza some 
sunny morning, snuffing the sea air, or the wind from the 
mountains ; if any such there be, let him be the counterpart 
of Randall, and so provide that his may become a name of 
interest to the unborn bachelor of another generation, if not 
of gratitude to hundreds and hundreds of ''aged, decrepid 
and worn-out'' fellow voyagers of life. 

Among the associates of Randall's summer sojourn by the 
sea, was a certain Mr. Farquhar, a &mily name which was 
familiar to New Yorkers in the beginning of the century, 
James Farquhar being the President of the Marine Society 
at the time of Mr. Randall' s death. Farquhar was an invalid, 
and was compelled every year to go to a southern and softer 
climate, and it naturally occurred to the friends that it would 
be convenient if their estates lay in the air that was most 
agreeable to their health ; they discussed the subject, and 
growing interested, compared their fortunes, which proved to 
be nearly equal, and after due consideration and debate, they 
agreed to exchange estate upon condition that Mr. Randall 
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should pay five hundred guineas to boot, which he did, and 
the properties were transferred at the close of the last cen- 
tuiy.- 

Mr. Randall was now a New Yorker— a plain, quiet citizen, 
of whom there are no traditions. Ndther Dr. Francis nor 
Premdent King, in thdr genial gossip of the city at the ojien- 
ing of the century, nor Mr. Valentine nor Miss Booth, in 
thdr pleasant histories, have preserved any anecdote which 
show that he was at all conspicuous among the solid gentry 
of the time* nor is there any portrait of him known ; no 
doubt he wore his hair powdered and in a queue, and dressed 
in silk hose and breeches, with silver shoe and knee buckles, 
and broad-flapped coat and vest, like other gentlemen of that 
day. Mr. Bandall was a suburban citizen of what was then 
the littie city of Jl^ew York. It was bounded on Broadway by 
Anthony Street, on the North River by Harrison Street, and 
on the East River by Rutgers Street ; within these narrow 
limits was the city solid, but even the houses partook of the 
manners of the time, and stood apart in easy dUgnity, or were 
seated in green gardens and under pleasant trees. On Bow- 
ery Lane, stretching out of town tlirough waving fields and 
cheerful orchards, &rm-hou8es were to be seen even as &r 
as Broome Street The line of Broadway was the highland 
of the Island, and the hilly country about the the dte of the 
St Nicholas hotel sloped gentty westward, enlivened by the 
country seats of rich men. If, following that line, the trav- 
eler advanced, upon his way to Albany, as far aa the present 
Astor Place, he encountered a paling which ended the road 
at that point, and to his inquiry received the answer that it 
was the line of the fkrm of a Mr. Randall, who had ex- 
changed a Louisiana plantation for this estate of Mr. Far- 
quhar, at Sandy Hill. The mansion house was a large yel- 
low building, upon the 8]>ot where the Presbyterian church 
in Mercer Street stood. The rural character of the neighbor- 
hood long survived in the &rm, which, within the memory of 
men, occupied the site of the New York Hotel. 

In the large yellow house, on the first day of June, 1801, 
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Robert Richard Randall, ** beiqg weak in body, but of 
sound and disposing mind and memory," made his wilL He 
had summoned Oeneral Hamilton and Daniel B. Tompkins 
as the lawyers to draw the paper. He directed that Us Just 
debts should be paid. He gave to the legitimate children of 
his brother Paul an annuity of forty pounds each until they 
were fifteen years old, and a sum of a thousand pounds to 
each sou as he became twenty^Mie^ and the same to each 
daughter upon her marriage. He bequeathed to Us worthy 
housekeeper his gold sleeve-buttons and a life annuity of 
forty pounds. To his faithful ovefseer he left his gold watoh 
and forty pounds down. Finally, he bequeathed to his ser- 
vant his knee and shoe buckles, and twenty ]>ounds down, — 
there he stopped. He had said nothing of the bulk of his 
property, and Hamilton and Tompkins waited his txuVbet 
directions. But Mr. Randall said amply that he had no 
other relatives, and did not know how to dispose of his 
property most wisely. He asked the advice of the lawyers, 
and HamUton inquired how hia fortune had been madet 
Randall answered that it had been made Ibr him ; he had in- 
herited it from his father. Hamilton inquired how his father 
had acquired it! ''By honest privateering/' was Randall's 
reply. Hamilton then suggested that if no better disposition 
occurred to him, it would be proper to leave a fortune made 
upon sea, for the benefit of disabled seamen. Randall im- 
mediately felt the wisdom of the proportion, and assented, 
and it is to the benevolent sagacity of Alexander Hamilton 
that the establishment of the SaHoPs Snug Harbor is due. 

This account was derived from the late Isaac Bell, who was 
foreman of the Jury upon the trial of the suit to break the 
will, and effectually disposes of the romantic tradition, which 
is of a kind always popular, that a certain grim and gloomy 
Captain Randall, another Kidd and lavager of the seas, after 
a dark career of prosperous piracy, during which by count- 
less murders and unimaginable atrocities, he amassed incred- 
ible wealth, became remorseful in Ms declining years, and in 
the vain hope of propitiating divine &vor by good works. 
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left his ill-gotten booty to found a hospital for deorepid 
sailors. 

Contestants to the will immediately arose when it was 
offered for probate, and among them was the bishop of Nova 
Scotia. For nearly thirty years the legal warfare between 
the heirs and the execators was continaed, nntil the Snpreme 
Court of the United States in March, 1830, sustained the will, 
and turned over the estate to the Trustees. 

During all this time the property belonging to the estate 
had largely increased in value, and with a part of the accu- 
mulations thereof, the Trustees, on the 16th day of June, 1881, 
purchased from Isaac R. Housman, Esq., the splendid prop- 
erty now occupied by the Institution, on the North Shore of 
Staten Island, '^ containing one hundred and forty acres of 
land, salt meadow and marsh, be the same more or less," for 
the sum of ten thousand dollars, and immediately com- 
menced the erection of suitable buildings thereon, and in 
August, 1833, the first inmates were received. 

On the first day of May, 1835, the trustees purchased from 
Isaac, Joseph and Abraham Soria, twenty acres of land *' by 
estimation," lying west of and contiguous to the first pur- 
chase for the sum of six thousand dollars, bedde a small 
parcel or two, making a total of 164 acres, for the sum of 
$16,000. 

The principal structure is a massive cut-stone edifice, with 
a large wing on each ride connected with it by corridors ; 
there are numerous other buildings, all constructed in the 
best manner, for the accommodation of the inmates, beside 
a church, a hospital, and el^ant residences for the officers. 
In front of the main edifice is a large monument erected to 
the memory of the founder, whose remains rest beneath it 
The inscriptions on this monument are as follovrs : 

JiratihBUIe. 
The Trustees of the Sailors' Snug Harbor erected this monument to 
the memory of Bobert Biohard BandaO, bj whose munifieenoe this 
Institution was fomided on the 21st of^ugost, 1884 
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The humane infltitaiioii of the Saflor'e Snug Hiurbor, ocmoeiTed in 
a spirit of enlarged beneyolenoe, mth an endowment which time has 
proved foDj adequate to the olqeeta of the donor, and organized in 
a manner which shows wisdom and foresight. The foonder of this 
noble charity will ever be held in grateful remembrance hj the par- 
takers of his bounty. 

Svidk afab. 

Charity nerer fBileth. 
Its memorial is immortaL 

W€itBid§. 
The Trustees of the Sailor*s Snug Harbor have caused the remains 
of Robert Bichard Bandall to be remoTcd from the origin&l place of 
interment, and deposited beneath this monument on the 21st of Au- 
gust^ 1884. 

The following Annual Report of the Trustees of the Sidlor'Q 
Snug Harbor, presented to the Senate March 1, 1876, will 
give an idea of the resources of Che institution : 



Balance of cash on hand 81st Dec., 1874.. $16,977 88 

Cash receiTed from Wm. T. Oamer, for one year's rent of 

86 acres of land on Staten lailand, leased to him • 900 00 

Clash, changes made in the pay-rolls of theemployte at the 

institution in 1876 87 6S 

Cash, for grease sold from the institution 346 S8 

Cash, for cabbages sold from the institution 19 00 

Cash, for an empty oil barrel 1 00 

Cash, R G. Badeau, for extra tax onbQl of prunes 1 8S 

Cash, Thomas Mdville, goremor, for money, eta, found 

among the effects of deceased inmates in 1876 81 68 

Cash, from same, for sundries sold by him for account of 

the trustees in 1876 614 10 

Cash, from officers and employes of the institution, for sun- 
dries sold them I7 the goremor for account of the inuh 

teesinl876 728 20 

Ca8h,JosephF. Waller, for one year's rent of the *'oldfirame 

parsonage** to 1st Norember, 1876 800 00 

Cash, Society for the Belief of Destitute Children of Sea- 
men, for one year*s rent of the ** Ohildrenif Home,** to 
1st November, 1876 600 00 
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Gash, Bobert Bw Hmtarn, for one year's xent of the boai> 

house lot to let NoTember, 1876 50 00 

Oash, estate of Margaret Morris^ for oneyeai^sxeiitof houses 

aiidloisNos.8a]idlOCamtonplaoe,tolstNoTember,1876 1,800 00 
Cash, Marine Bank, on the joint notes of flie president and 
controDer, Tis.: 

8th Febmaxy, payable 8d May, 6 per oeni $6,000 00 

8d March, payable 1st May, 6 percent 6,000 00 

7{h April, payable 7th May, 6 per cent 6,000 00 

2d Septembcor, payable 2d Norember, 6 per cent 16^000 00 
2d October, pqraUe 6th November, 6 per cent.. 20,000 00 

$60,000 00 

Cash, interest on bonds and mortgages in 1876 7,448 88 

Cash, interest on New York city bonds in 1876 4,200 00 

Cash, mterest on BrooUyndly bonds in 1876... 1,760 00 

Cash, interest on balances in Marine Bank in 1876 884 11 

Cash, for interest on orer-doe ground rents in 1876. 418 87 

Cash, for ground rent on lots in Fifteenth ward on accoont^ 

andinfnUtolstNoTember, 1874 $18^280 00 

And on acoonnt of one year from 1st Norember, 

1874, to 1st NoTember, 1876 283,682 60—246,812 60 

DiSBDBSEimnaL $886,108 64 

Cash loaned on bond and mortgage $44^000 00 

Gash paid Marine Bank for loans made in 1876, and inter- 
est on ssme 60,410 84 

Cash paid for sapplies 48,176 76 

Caflh paid for repairs and improyements 98,988 64 

Cash paid for taxes $9,460 70 

« « « insurance 1,784 68— 11,186 86 

Cash paid for house wages 10,926 76 

Cash paid for estates of deceased inmates 69 80 

Cash paid for famituTB 8,248 02 

Cash paid for salaries 16,166 64 

Cash paid for contingencies. 8,878 81 

Cash paid for furm 4^466 71 

Balance of petty cash account.... 48 67 

Balance of cash on deposit on 81st December, 1876^ to the 
credit of the trustees in the Marine Bank. • ..$41,914 01 
In the Manhattan Company ^718 18—44,627 14 

^ $836,108 64 
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Dwelliog-hoiiseSi N06. 8 and 10 dinton Place, in this oify, at 

iheiroort.. $17,774 U 

Loans on bond and mortgage 182,000 00 ^ 

K York city, seven per cent registered bonds 60,000 00 

Brooklyn dtj seven per cent, coupon bonds 26,000 00 

Balance of petty cadi aoooiint 48 67 

Gash on deposit to credit of the trustees in the Marine Bank 41,914 01 
In the Manhattan Oompanj 2;718 18 

$279,449 98 

ESnifATBD nrOOXB lOB TBI TBim 1876. 

Bents of houses and lots, Noa 8 and 10 Cilinton Flaos^ for 

oneyear. $1,800 00 

Bents of old ''frame parsonage'* on Staten Island, for one • 

year. 600 00 

Bents of ''Caiildren's Home ''on Staten Island, for one year 600 00 

Bents of 85 acres of land on Staten Island, for one year.. • 

Bents of boat-house lot on Staten Ldand, for one year...* 60 00 

Interest on bonds and mortgagee^ for oneyear 9,240 00 

Interest on city bonds, for one year 6,960 00 

Outstanding ground rents 9,760 00 

Ground rents on lots in 1st Ward, of this city, for oneyear, 

from 1st Nov., 1876, to 1st Nov., 1876 ^060 00 

Ground rents of lots in 16th Ward, for the year 1876, 

was $248,882 60 

To this must be added the remaining half of 
the increased annual rent of $4^860, vis : 
from the 1st Nov., 1876, to 1st May, 1876^ 
of the fourteen lots whose leases eoqnred 

May 1st, 1876 2,180 00 

And one-half of the estimated increased an- 
nual rent of $20,090, vis : from 1st May to 
1st November, 1876, of the 62 kite, the 
leases of which expire on the 1st May, 1876 10,046 00 

266,667 60 

Total estimated income for the year 1876 $286,697 60 

ThOHAS OmUHLBiV, 

«. Oonbollflr. 
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The number of the inmates, on the 24th of March, 1876^ 
was 488. 

At the same time the reddent officers were : 
Thomas Melyille, Oovemor. 
Bey. Charles J. Jones, Chaplain. 
S. Y. R Bogert, M.B., PhysidaiL 
Joseph K. dark, Steward* 

The qualification for admission to the benefits of the Insti- 
tution, is a sea service of five years under the fiag of the 
United States ; in addition to this, the applicant must be su* 
perannuated, decrepid, or otherwise incapable of self-subsist- 
ence. 

R^^ar religious services are held in the Presbyterian form 
of worship; Boman Catholics are permitted to attend the 
services of churches of their own fidth in the neighboring 
village. 

There is a respectable library connected with, and belong- 
ing to the Institution, which is generally well patronized. 

Food, clothing, tobacco, medicine, and every other article 
which is usually considered a necessity to a sailor, is fur- 
nished— except liquors— and even many luxuries; Bakers, 
tmlors, laundresses, and farmers, are b31 employed in and 
about the Institution, to contribute to the necessities not only^ 
but the comfort and enjoyment of the inmates. 

The Gtovemor? of the Institution from its commencement, 
have been as follows : 

Capt James Farquhar directed its afbirs before it was re- 
moved to Staten Island. 

Capt John AVhetten, from Aug., 1888, to Sept, 1844. 

Dr. S. Y. B. Bogert, (acting), from Sept, 1844, to Sept, 
1845. 

Capt A. F. Depeyster, from Sept, 1846, to Nov., 1887. 

Capt Thomas Melville, from Nov., 1887, present incum- 
bent 

PHTBIOIAirS. 

Dr. S. B. Smiti^ (visiting). 

Dr. S. y. B. Bogert (resident), from July, J844, stiU in 
office. 
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Bey. John Grigg, EpiscopaliaiL 
Rey. Robert Qninn, Batch Reformed* 

Rev. Jackson, Presbyterian. 

Rev. Charles J. Jones, do. from May, 186SL 



THE RETREAT. 

On the 22d of April, 1831, the Legishitnre of the State of 
New Tork enacted a law which directs that the moneys 
levied and collected by law upon mastersi mates, mariners 
and seamen arriving at the port of New York, be paid to the 
Trustees of the Seamen's Fund and Retreat, in the dty of 
New York. These Trustees were to condst of the Mayor, 
Collector of Customs, President of the Seamen's Savings 
Bank, President of the Marine Society, the Health Officer of 
the city of New York, together with five shipmasters of the 
city of New York, to be chosen annually. The second 
section of the act directs that convenient and suitable build- 
ings be erected in either New York, Elings or Richmond 
counties. This act recdved various modifications subse- 
quently, and was the authority for establishing the present 
'' Seamen's Fund and Retreat" 

The first Board of Trustees were: 

Hon. Walter Bowne, Mayor. 

Capt John Whelton, Prest of the Marine Sodety. 
'' Alex. Thompson, Prest of the Nautical Sodely. 

Najah Taylor, Esq., Pres. of the Seamen's Savings Bank. 

Dr. John S. Westervelt, Health Officer. 

Capt James Moigan. 
" James Webb. 
" J. R. SWddy. 
^* Henry RussdL 
'* Reuben Brumley. 

Samuel Swartwout, Esq., Collector. 
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The Committee of the Board appointed to select a location, 
on the 16th of Jane, of that year, reported that they had 
porchased forty acres of land of Cornelias Corsen, on Staten 
Island, fronting on the bay of New York, for the sam of 
$10,000. 

In addition to the bnildings upon the land when it was 
purchased, others were immediately erected, and the Insti- 
tntion was opened on the first day of October, ISSl, when 
thirty-four patients were received from the Marine Hospital 
at the Quarantine. The report for that month states that 
seventy-three patients had been received, and thirty-two dis- 
charged. 

Dr. Peter S. Townsend was the first Resident Phydcian. 

Bev. John E. Miller, of the Ref. Dutch Church at Tomp- 
kinsville, was the first chaplain, which office he retained 
until his death in 1847. 

Gapt James Moigan was appointed Superintendent in July, 
1832, but in October following Capt Henry Russell was 
appointed, at a salary of $1000, with house and subsistence. 

The present officers of the Institution, May, 1876, 

TBUSTSm. 

Capt W. C. Thompson, President 

Hon. W. H. Wickham, Mayor of New York City. 

Dr. S. Oakley Yanderpool, Health Officer. 

Wm. H. Macy, Prest of the Seamen's Savings Bank. 

Edward O. Tinker, 



Wm. H. Allen, 
John Johnston, 
Duncan R. Norvell, 
darkson Crolius. 
James R. Robinson. 
Willet N. Hawkins. 



Shipmasters. 



OFFICERS OF THV INSTITUTIOK. 



C. Hemy King, M.D., Physicianin-Chiet 
Geo. W. Stoner, M.B., House Physician. 



ANNALS OF 8TATBN ISLAND. 349 

Francis M. Kip, B.D., Chaplain. 
Joseph Perkins, Secretary. 
John R. Lloyd, Office Clerk. 

We cannot conclude onr brief description of this noble 
Institution in better terms than by quoting from a *' Histo* 
rical Sketch" from the pen of an eminent physician: 

^^ It has been often justly observed that the Retreat is, in 
many respects, unlike any other Hospital perhaps in the 
world. As its name imports, it is in truth a Sdreat 
The sailor who has been from one United States Hospital to 
another, and spent in each the aUotted period of four 
months, at the end of which he must seek for quarters 
elsewhere, finds a home here where, if diseased beyond the 
reach of medical or suigical art to restore him, he is pro- 
vided for, for the reminder of his days. If worn out in the 
hard service of the sea, hopelessly crippled or superannuated, 
he is transferred, if entitled, and he desires it, to the Sailor's 
Snug Harbor, or sent, at the expense of the Board of Trus- 
tees, to his home and friends, however distant 

The cemetery of the Retreat is located upon a knoll at the 
western end of the grounds, overlooking the Bay and City of 
New York. Here poor Jack finds a quiet resting place by 
the side of his comrades when his life of hardship, priva- 
tions and peril is ended. 

HOME FOR THE DESTITUTE CHILDREN OP 
SEAMEN. 

This Institution, intended solely for the class of persons 
indicated by its name, was founded in 1846. It was origin- 
ally located at Stapleton, but when the large and commodious 
edifice, now occupied by the charity, on the lands of the 
Sailor's Snug Harbor, was completed in 1853, it was removed 
to that place. The Institution has a small fund of its own, 
but totally inadequate to its support— consequently its chief 
reliance is upon contributions and donations. 
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The parents or guardians of the children reodved here are 
expected to pay fifty cents per week for each child^ for which 
food, dothing, education, and in case of sickness, medical 
care, are furnished. Children placed here are surrendered to 
the managers at least for one year ; none are receiyed under 
two, nor over ten years of age, and if they remain here until 
they have attained a proper age, they are either returned to 
their parents, or provided with respectable places. The 
number of inmates in September, 187^ was 106. 



THE S. R. SMITH INFIRMARY. 

« 

On the 18th of April, 1861, the Medical Society of Rich- 
mond County convened for the purpose of adopting measures 
to establish an Infirmary for the care of the sick poor, and 
for the reception of casualties. Doctors Anderson, Moflbt^ Lea 
and Cavelli were appointed a committee to report a plan for 
its organization, and the plan proposed by them was adopted 
by the society. It was named ^^The Samuel R. Smith 
Infirmary," as a tribute to the memory of a distinguished 
physician and respected citizen of the county. This charity, 
which has ever since been in active and successful operation, 
has been the means of incalculable benefit to hundreds of 
sufferers. It is almost entirely supported by voluntary con- 
tributions and occasional bequests. The medical gentlemen 
of the county bestow their services to the patients of the 
institution gratuitoudy. 



THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OP 
THE NORTH SHORE, 8. L 

The Association was organized at a meeting held in Trinity 
M. K' Church, on the evening of July 16th, 1867. On the 8d 
September following, it was incorporated. The following are 
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the names of the incorporators : Mathew 8. Taylor, George 
A. Middlebrook, Mnlford B. Simonson, John B. Yermenlei 
and Engene BuBois. The oomer-stone of thdr beantifol 
edifice was laid Tuesday, August 16th, 1871, with appropriate' 
ceremonies, and was dedictated November 23d, 1878. 

The building contains a Reading Boom, Sitting Room, As- 
sociation Meeting Room, and an Auditorium capable of seat- 
ing four hundred and eighty persons. The total cost of the 
building was $10,760.82. 

The following gentlemen have been Presidents, via. : 

1. John M. Hawkins^ 1887 and 186& 

2. Charles F. Cox, 1868 and 1869. 
8. M. Ploy Reading, 1860 and 1870. 
4. Frank N. Barrett^ 1870 and 1871. 
6. J^mes B. Eadie, 1871 and 1872. 

6. Wm. Harman Brown, 1872, 1878« 1874^ 187S. 

7. Cornelius BuBois, Jun., 1876 and 1878. 

8. Wm. R. Eadie, 1876 and 1877« 
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THE REFORMED CHURCH, PORT RICHMOND. 

«« Dniing the Datch Colonial GK>yerDment there was a settle- 
ment of the persecuted French Yaudois, or Waldenses, on 
Staten Island ; as early as 1660, the Rev. Samael Drisias (of 
the Dutch Church in New Amsterdam) crossed the bay once a 
month to preach to them. There was a Huguenot settlement 
on the Island a short time afterward, parties of these having 
fled to Holland to escape from persecution, and having come 
over to New Netherlands in company with their new friends. 
After a season, the French church and organization passed 
away, and the great body of its members blended with the 
Dutch inhabitants, in the Reformed Dutch Church. The fiict 
of the settiement of a considerable number of the persecuted 
Waldenses on Staten Island, is very interesting. They had 
fled from the dreadful i>ersecutions in the valleys of Pied- 
mont, to Holland, and were sent, at the expense of the city 
of Amsterdam, amply provided for, to New Netherlands in 
America.''* 

Dominie Dridus was one of the pastors of the Dutch 
Church in New York, then New Amsterdam, from 1662 to 
1682, and preached regularly once a montii to the Waldenses 
on Staten Island, from about 1660 onward. It may be in- 
ferred from that fiict^ that there was a littie church of that 
noble and devoted people established here ; not a church 
building perhaps, till later, but a littie band of Clirist*s peo- 
ple, which is the true meaning of a church, worshipping in 
some spot where they found it most convenient; it might 
be in some building, or under some spreading oak of the 
forest at Oude Dorp, where their first settiement was made. 

In 1661 grants of land on this Island were made to several 
persons, among whom were some Waldenses, and also many 

• vide App. N. (47.) - 
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other f agitives, who had fled hither from La Boohelle. They 
commenced a new settlement a few miles south of the Nar- 
rows, and built a little village of twelve or fourteen houses, 
and a block-house with two small guns, and a garrison of ten 
soldiers, for protection against the Indians. It was to this 
little colonj that Dominie Drisius, who could preach in 
French, as well as Dutch, ministered once a month, while the 
colony was too feeble to support a minister of its own. The 
descendants of these Waldenses and Huguenots are still 
numerous on our Island, and bear some of the oldest and 
most honored names among us. Many of them have become 
connected with other denominations, partly from convenience 
of residence, but many more on account of the persistence of 
the Dutch Church in the use of the language of the Father- 
land, long after English had become the prevailing tongue. 

About the year 1666, the first church edifice built on the 
Island was the French or Waldensian Church at Stony Brook, 
on the Amboy road, a little south of the Black Horse comer. 
Of this church there are no remains, except a few foundation 
stones. 

About the same year, 1665, there was anothw church buUt 
on the Island. This was a Huguenot church, and stood near 
the Fresh Kills, or what is now known as the Seaman faxm. 
The services in this church were conducted in French for 
many years after the date mentioned above. There are no 
vestiges of this church building to be found at this day, but 
the little grave-yard marks the spot where it stood. 

There are traces of a church on the North side, about 
1680, in which the services were in the Dutch language, the 
Hollanders^ having settled in considerable numbers along 
the Kills. 

There is no evidence that either of these churches had 
a pastor of its own ; beside Dominie Drisius, Dominie Selyns, 
who was pastor of the churches of Brooklyn, Bushwick and 
Oravesend, preached to the churches here at stated times. 

In 1682 and 1688, Dominie Taschemaker, from the X7niver> 
sity of Utrecht, supplied the churches on the Island. He 
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afterwards removed to ScheDectadj, and perished there in a 
massacre by the French and Indians, in February, 1690. 

The Rev. Pierre Daille, who had been professor in the Col- 
lege of Saumor, and who came to America in 1683, and was 
colleague to Dominie Selyns, preached frequently to the 
Huguenots on Staten Island and other places ; he was a 
learned and pious man. 

From 1687 to 1689, the church at Stony Brook was sup- 
plied by Laurentius Van Den Bosch, or Van Bosen, as it was 
sometimes written. He was suspended from the ministry by 
Dominie Selyns and others, who could not wait for the slow 
process of sending their proceedings to be reviewed by the 
authorities in Holland. 

From this fact, the inference is warranted that this church, 
though composed of Frenchmen, was under the jurisdiction 
of the church in Holland, and was therefore, ipso /ado^ a 
Beformed Dutch Church. 

For three years from 1694, there appears to have been no 
pastors on the Island, but the churches were supplied from 
New York, Long Island and New Jersey. 

In 1697, the French Huguenot Church at Fresh Kill secured 
the services of a pastor in the person of the Rev. Dr. David 
Bonrepos, who had been settied at New Bochelle. He re- 
mained until 1717, supplying the church at Stony Brook also, 
when the infirmities of age compelled bim to relinquish his 
charge. We find the name of this minister frequentiy in the 
county records of conveyances, in the purchasii^ and selling 
of real estate. 

In 1714^ Governor Hunter executed a grant to the Be- 
formed Protestant Dutch Church, to build a new church on 
the North Shore, probably on the site of the one which, as 
was said above, existed thirty-four years before. We have 
preserved, as a curiosity, a diagram of the ground plan of 
this church, which will be found at the close of this Ap- 
pendix. 

There was a church at Richmond prior to 1717,* built 

•vide App. N (4a) 
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probably in 1063 for in that year, 1717, Dr. Bonrepos, having 
surrendered his charge, the churches at Fresh Kill and Stony 
Brook united with the Dutch at Richmond, and a new church 
edifice was erected— not where the present Reformed church ' 
stands, as is generally supppsed, but opposite the present 
court house— and the three churches became one. This church 
then united with the church on the North Side inexten^Ung a 
call to the Rev. Cornelius Van Santvoord, of Leyden, who 
accepted the inyitation and came to this country about 1718 : 
there is, however, no positive record of the date of his arrival, 
except one in the book of baptisms, which gives the date of 
his first performance of that ordinance in April of that year. 
Dominie Van Santvoord continued here untQ 1740, when he 
accepted a call from the Reformed Dutch Church at Schenec- 
tady, and removed to that place.* 

As has been said before, the date of the organization of a 

church on the North Side is not positively known, but that 

it was at a very early date, is evident from the title page of 

the old baptismal record alluded to above ; it is as follows : 

*^ Register Boek Van De— namen Der Kinderen Dewelck 

Oedoopt Bennen Op Staten Eylandt ^Beglnn^ Van Het 

Jaer Anno 1096." In English "Register book of the 

names of children which have been baptized on Staten Island^ 
beginning from the year 1608." 

During the succeeding ten years, so fiir as can now be as- 
certained, the church on the North Side had no pastor, but 
the pulpit was supplied, as at other times of vacancy, by 
ministers from the city and elsewhere. There is a ground- 
plan of the old church in existence, hexagonal in figure, 
dated in 1761, which is divided into eighty-four pews, with 
the names of the owners or occupants written in most of 
them, from which it is evident that the congregation must 
have been a large one for that period. 

In 1760 the church on the North Side united with the church 
at Bergen, N. J., in a call on Petrus de Wint His creden- 

• Vide App. N. {4B.) 
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tials, however, proved to have beeQ forgerieSi and he was dis- 
missed in June, 1768. 

One year from that time, the two churches again united in 
a call upon William Jackson, at that time a student under 
the care of the Rev. John Frelinghuysen, of Raritan, N. J. 
By the terms of the call, he was to proceed to Holland to 
complete his studies, the churches paying him an annual sum 
for his support He remained there four and a half years, 
and was ordained there. On his return he was installed as 
pastor of the two churches in 1767. He had the reputation 
of a preacher scarcely inferior to that of Whitfield. Such 
crowds attended his preaching, that at times the churches 
could not contain the auditors, and the services were held in 
the open air. After a pastorate of thirty-two years, he be- 
came insane, and the pulpits were declared vacant The two 
churches, however, united in making a comfortable provis- 
ion for him during the rest of his life. 

He was the last minister who preached in the Dutch language. 

After the Waldenses had united with the Dutch and French 
Huguenots in forming a church at Richmond, as already 
stated, a Presbyterian Church was organized at Stony Brook 
—how soon thereafter, however, we have no knowledge ; but 
in 1769 the Reformed Dutch Church at Richmond and the 
Presbyterian Church united to build a church on the identi- 
cal lot now occupied by the Reformed Church in that village, 
and this church was destroyed by the British during the war 
of the Revolution, because it was a rebel church. 

In 1790 the Rev. Peter Stryker was ordained minister of 
the Reformed Dutch Church on the North Side. In 1793 
the church was incorporated under the laws of the State of 
New York by the titie of ''The Reformed Protestant Dutch 
Church,'' on Staten Island. The names of the corporators 
were Peter Stryker, Hendrick Garretson, John Van Pelt, 
Welhelmus Yreeland, John Oarretson, William Merrel, Peter 
Haughwout, Abraham Prall and Nicholas Haughwout. Mr. 
Stryker having received a call from a church at Second River, 
Belleville, N. J., left Staten IsUnd in 1794. 
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The old church having been deetrojed daring the Revolution, 
because it also was a rebel church, and which stood a few 
feet north of the' present edifice, it was resolved to build a , 
new one of brick« The materials for this church were manu- 
fitctured in a field a few rods west of the site upon which it 
was built It was completed and in use in the spring of 1787. 
It was in this church that Daniel D. Tompkins, Yice-Presi- 
dent of the United States, and his family, worshipped. 

Three years after the departure of Rev. Mr. Stryker, Rev. 
Thomas Kirby became the pastor ; he remained a little over | 

three years, and was suspended from the ministry for in- i 

temperance. j! 

On the 16th of May, 1803, the Rev. Peter I. Van -Pelt was ^ 

ordained as pastor, and continued so until 1885, when the re- 
lation between him and the church was dissolved by mutual 
consent 

During Dr. Van Pelt's incumbency, a new church was 
organized at Richmond, and the present edifice built 

In August, 1836, the present pastor, the Rev. James Brown- 
lee, D.D., was ordained and installed. 

The old brick church, having proved inadequate to the 
necessities of the congr^ation, the present church edifice 
was built upon the site of the former one, and dedicated in 
February, 1848.* 



THE REFORMED CHURCH AT RICHMOND. 

During the incumbency of Mr. Kirby in the church on the 
North Side, the matter of reorganizing the church at Rich- 
mond, and rebuilding the edifice on the site of the old 
church, which was burned during the war, was agitated, but 
no definite result was reached until 1806, when, by the per- 
severing efforts of Dr. Van Pelt, of the North Side church, 
the object was accomplished ; he supplied the pulpit until 

•TUbApp. N.(00.) 
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1836, when Dr. Brownlee, his sucoessor, ministered to both 
chnrches nntil 1868. The connection between the two 
chnrches was dissolved in 1864, when the chnrch in Rich- 
mond became a distinct and separate ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion. Its first pastor after that event was the Bev. Thomas 
R. G. Peck, and his successors have been Rev. Erskine N. 
White, Rev.' Jacob Fehrmann, Rev. J. H. Sinclair, and the 
pnlpit is now supplied alternately with that of the Church of 
the Huguenots, by Rev. Dr. F. M. Kip. This church has a 
chapel at Oifford's Station S. I. R. R. 



THE REFORMED CHURCH ON BRIGHTON HEIGHTS. 

Another off-shoot of the Church on the North Side was 
oi);anized as a branch thereof, at Tompkinsville, on the 28d 
of July, 1820. This enterprise was carried to completion 
through the perseverance, ot Dr. Van Pelt, assisted by the 
munificence of Vice-President Tompkins, who donated 
the land and contributed a large sum of money towards 
building the church. Dr. Van Pelt supplied the pulpit until 
1823) when, as an independent church, the Rev. John E. 
Miller became its pastor. Mr. Miller died in 1847, and the 
Rev. Alexander R. Thompson became the pastor. During 
his incumbency, some of the members withdrew their con- 
nection, and organized a church at Stapleton, nearer their own 
residences, with which Mr. Thompson identified himseU. 
The vacancy thus left by him was filled by the Rev. Philip 
M. Brett, who was installed in 1861, and died in 1860. He 
was succeeded by the Rev. Edward EQtchcock, and he by the 
Rev. William T. Enyard, the present pastor. 

During Mr. Brett's pastorate it became evident that the 
neighborhood of the church was becoming objectionable, and 
measures were adopted to procure another site, which were 
successful, and a new church edifice erected on the elevation 
known as Brighton Heights, a short distance North of the 
old churolu 
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THE CHURCH OF THE HUGUENOTS. 

t 

In 1860 a number of the members of the Reformed Church 
in Richmond, residing at such a distance therefrom as to ren- 
der their attendance inconvenient, organized a new church at 
Bloomingview, now known as the Church of the Huguenots. 
A plain, but substantial church building was erected upon land 
donated by the Hon. Benjamin P. PraU, and the Rev. James 
A. M. Latourette, a descendant of a Staten Island Huguenot 
family, became its first pastor. Soon after, however, he re- 
signed his charge, having connected himself with the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Latourette was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas B. 
Gregory, who also, after a brief term, resigned. The Rev. 
Herman B. Stryker, a native Staten Islander, and son of the 
Rev. Peter Stryker, formerly pastor of the church on the 
North Side, then supplied the pulpit for several years. 
After his resignation, the Rev. Dr. Francis M. Rip assumed 
the duties of the pastoral office, and remains there at the 
present time. 

In the early part of Dr. Van Pelt's ministry, in the church 
on the North Side, a building was erected on the comer north 
of the church for educational purposes, and as long as it 
stood was known as the ^^ Academy." The effort, however^ 
to make it useful for the purpose to which it was devoted, 
did not succeed. It was in this building that in 181% or 
about that time, a Sunday School was be^tun, which, as Dr. 
Van Pelt informed the writer, was the first in America, as far 
as he knew. He also said that it was not intended to be an 
exclusively religious institution, nor to be devoted exclusively 
to the instruction of children : adults who had had no previous 
education were admitted, and both classes were instructed in 
the ordinary branches of a common English education; 
religious instruction, however, was not neglected. 
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ST. ANDREWS CHURCH. 

After the conquest of the province by the English, the 
people of that nationality began to emigrate in considerable 
numbers. Generally they were an intelligent class, and the 
proximity of Staten Island to the metropolis, as well as its 
natural attractions, induced many to settle here. like their 
predecessors, they were desirous of having a church of their 
own, in which the services should be conducted in their own 
language. It is probable that divine service, after the 
manner of the church of England, was occasionally held 
here prior to 1704, for in October of that year the Rev. 
William Vesey, of Trinity Church, New York, in reporting 
the state of religion in Richmond County to the Society for 
the propagation of the Gospel in foreign -paitSt in London, 
says that there was a tax of £40 per annum levied upon the 
people for the support of the minister, and that they desired 
to have a minister sent to them, as well as some further en- 
couragement from the society. 

In 1603 Gov. Fletcher succeeded in having the Episcopal 
Church established by law throughout tlie colony, to be 
supported by general taxation. This law remained in force 
until the Revolution, so that all non-Episcopalians, besides 
supporting their own churches, were obliged to contribute 
toward the support of the Episcopal Church. This law, 
however, became in a great degree inoperative in Richmond 
County after the munificient bequest of Judge Duxberry 
became available. 

In 1706 the Rev. John Talbot was sent here as a missionary, 
but a church in New Jersey shared his ministrations. In 
1710 he was succeeded by the Rev. Eneas McKenzie. The 
church was built in 1713, and was a very plain stone struc- 
ture, standing probably upon the site of the present church. 
The church charter, usually known as Queen Anne^s charter, 
is a very voluminous and imposing document, written in 
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large characters upon sheets of parchmenti and altogether too 
long to be transcribed here. It commences as follows : 

^^Anne, by the grace of God, Qaeen of Great Britain, 
France, Ireland, Defender of the Faitli, &o. To all to whom 
these presents shall come, greeting: — Whereas our loving 
Subjects, the Reverend Eneas Mackenzie, Minister of Staten 
Island, Richmond County, Ellis Duxbury, Thomas Harmer, 
Augustin Graham, Joseph Arrowsmith, Lambert (}erritson, 
Nathaniel Brittain, William Tillier, Richard Merrill, John 
Morgan and Alexander Stewart, all freeholders, and of the 
principal inhabitants of the said Island in Communion of the 
Church of England, as by Law established, by their petition 
presented unto our Trusty and Wellbeloved Robert Hunter, 
Esq., Captain Gtenerall and GK>vemour in Cliief of our 
province of New York, in behalf of themselves and all other 
the Inhabitants of the said Island in Communion of the 
Church of England, as by Law Established, and their Sue* 
cessors have sett forth that by the charitable and voluntary 
contributions of pious and well asserted Christians, and the 
blessing of Almighty God favouring their.weak endeavours, 
there is now erected, built and finished neer the middle part 
of the said Island, a decent and convenient stone church for 
the service and worsliip of God, according to the Discipline 
of the Church of England, as by Law Established," &o., Ac 
And ends thus : — ^^ And Witness our said worthy and well- 
beloved Robert Hunter, Esq., Captain Gtenerall and Gk>v- 
emour in Chief of our said province of New York and 
province of New Jersey, and the Territories depending on 
them in America, And our Admirall of the same, pr in 
councill at fFort Ann in New York the Twenty ninth day of 
June in the Twelfth of our Reign, Anno Dm. 1718." 

At the same time the queen presented the church with 
prayer books, pulpit cover, and a silver communion service, 
with her name inscribed on them. 

In 1718, Ellis Duxbury bequeathed an extensive and 
valuable tract of land to the Rector of St Andrew's Church, 
and in case of voidance or vacancy, to his widow, until a 
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successor is instituted, and for no other purpose whatever.* 
In 1747 the Rev. Richard Charlton became rector ; his 
eldest daughter was connected by marriage to the Dongan 
family, and another daughter was the wife of Dr. Kichard 
Bailey, who was Health Officer of the Port of New York, 
and died in 1801 ; his remains are interred in the grave yard 
of the church. Dr. Charlton's ministry continued thirty-two 
years ; he died in 1779, and was buried under the church. 
In 1774, Henry Holland, Esq., a merchant doing business 
in New York, but residing mostly on the Island, presented 
the church with a belL which, for want of a bdfry, was 
hung for several years in a tree. At the same time he also 
presented two silver collection plates upon which is engraved 
the following inscription : 

'^ The gift of Henry Holland, Esq., to St Andrew's Church, 
in the County of Richmond, in testimony of his gratitude 
to the members of that church for their regard to him, 
manifested by their successful exertions in his favor on his 
election as a Representative for that County in the General 
Assembly, and for their kind approbation of his conduct 
during a service in that trust for 8 years. Dated New 
York, Nov. 1, 1774.'' His coat of arms, or escutcheon, is 
also engraved upon the plates ; the motto is ** Ltbertas et 
naiale solum.^ 

After the decease of Mr. Charlton, the pulpit was supplied 
for a brief term by the Rev. Mr. Barker. On the first day 
of May, 1780, the Rev. Mr. Fieldf became- the rector ; he 
had been a chaplain in the British army stationed in the 
fortifications in the vicinity of the church. His first baptism 
is recorded as having been performed two weeks after that 
day ; the record thereof is as follows : 

^^ John Simonsou, son of Isaac Simonson and Elizabeth 
his wife, was bom on the 4th December, 1770, baptised by 
Mr. Field on Sunday, May 14th, 1780." 

Mr. Field died in 1782, and his body was borne to the 

• Vld« App. N. (SI.) t lUd. (OS.) 
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grave by soldiers of the 77th regiment; and interred nnder 
the chnrch« 

Daring the whole Bevolutionary war, the Idand being in 
possession of the British, divine service was generally sns- ' 
pended in all the chnrches except this. The same is tme of 
all other i)arts of the country where the British were in pos- 
session. Where the whigs had power, none were closed ex- 
cept such Episcopal churches, the rectors of which refused 
to omit the prayers for the King. 

In 1783 the Rev. John H. Rowland became rector. He 
was a native of Wales, and had been previously settled in a 
parish in Virginia. In 1788 he removed to Nova Scotia, and 
died in 1700. 

In October, 1788,* the Rev. Richard Channing Moore be- 
came rector. He was bom in the city of New York, August 
21st, 1762 ; he studied medicine and practiced physic for a 
few years, when he became a student of Bishop Provost. 
His first ministry, after receiving orders, for a yery brief 
period was at Rye, in Westchester county, and at the date 
above mentioned came to Staten Island^ where he remained 
until 1808, when he accepted a call to St Stephen's Church, 
New York. In 1814 he was elected Bishop of ^Vlrg^nia, and 
rector of the Monumental Church in the city of Richmond, 
and was consecrated Hay 18, 1814. During his incumbency, 
in 1802, a chapel was built on the North side, and called 
*^ Trinity Cliapel," which has since become the Church of the 
Ascension. He died November 11th, 1841. From 1798 to 
1801, he officiated also at Amboy at stated times. During 
his residence on the Island, he united 231 couples in marriage. 

In May, 1808, Dr. Moore was succeeded by his eldest son, 
the Rev. David Moore, who continued Rector for the period 
of forty-eight years. 

Rev. David Moore, D.D., was bom in the city of New 
York, June 8d, 1787 : he studied theology with Us father, 
and was admitted to the diaconate in 1808, when he immedi- 

• Yld0 App.N.(88.) 
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ately took charge of his parish. In the north-east comer of 
the burial ground of St Andrew's Church, in the Village of 
Richmond, stands a beautiful monument, with the following 
inscription on one side: 

Bev. Datd) MooBi^ D.D., 

Becior of 

Si Andrew's CSrarcb, 

Including Trinity CSiapd, 

Staten Island. 

Bom June 3d, 1787, 

Died Sept 8(Hh, 1856^ 

Aged 69 Tean. 

On the opponte side of the monument is the following in- 
scription: 

'^This Monument, the spontaneous offering of a grateful 
community, was erected to the memory of Bev. David Moore, 
D.D., eldest son of the Rt. Rev. Richard Channing Moore, 
D.D., late Bishop of Virginia. In this, his first and only 
parish, where he was the beloved and honored Rector for 
forty-eight years, he had Justly earned the reputation of a 
most devoted and laborious servant of Christ, and as he was 
found Ikithful even unto death, those who knew his value 
well, have laid him here to rest, weeping and ^^ sorrowing 
most of all that they shall see his &ce no more." 
On a mural tablet within the church is the following: 
" Sacred to the memory of Rev. David Moore, D.D. ; or- 
dained Deacon in Trinity Church, May 8, 1808. Received 
priests^ orders in old St Andrew's, June, 18L1. After a min- 
istry of 48 years in this parish, entered into rest on Tuesday 
evening, September 80, 1866. In his life and character he 
was an exemplary pattern to his flock, possessing in an emi- 
nent degree those qualifications which endeared him to the 
hearts of an attached people, and raised in their affections a 
monument which will endure when the church militant on 
earth shall receive the full fruition of the church triumphant 
in Heaven* 
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'^For he was a good man, fall of the Holy Qhost and of 
faith, and mnch people were added nnto the Lord.'* Acts 
U,24. 

Dr. Moore was snoceeded by the Rev. Theodore Irving, 
L.L.D., Feb. 5th, 1867, who resigned in November, 1864. 

In June, 1866, Rev. C. W. Bolton became rector, bat re- 
signed the following Jannary, and was sncceeded by the Rev. 
Kingston Ooddard, D.D., of Philadelphia. Dr. Gk>ddard 
died October 24th, 1876, and was sncceeded by the Rev. Dr. 
Yocum, who was installed Jane 16th, 1876. 

As a matter of interest to many families still represented 
on the Island, the following list of the communicants of SL 
Andrew's Ghnrch, on Easter Snnday, March 26, 1769, is ap- 
pended : 

John Hillyard, Esq., & his wife. 

John Hillyard, Jan', & his wife. 

John Mechen (Micheaa) & his wife. 

Joseph Bedell & his wife. 

Isaac Coaberle (Cabberly) & his wife. 

Henry Latonrette, Esq., & his wife. 

David Mercerow, Esq. 

Luwis Dabois, Esq., & his wife. 

Paul Michea, Esq., & his wife. 

John MerrdL 

BarentSh&ct(Slaight) 

John Mercerow & Us wife. 

Cap'' Drummin (Drnmmond) & his wife. 

Tnnis Egberts. 

John Woats (Watts.) 

Cap" GiefFers (Gifford t) & his wife. 

On that day were admitted Miss Cole, Miss Catey Balie, 
Miss Johnson, Miss Catin, Mrs. Morgain — 32 in alL 

On Whitsnnday, May 38, 1790, there were 62 members in 
fall commnnion, of who John Micheaa and his wife, Panl 
Micheaa and his wife, and the wife of John Mercereaa, were 
the only sarvivors of the members of 1769. 

We note as a circnmstance somewhat remarkable, that 
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thoagh services in this cbTirch were continaed throughout the 
war of the revolution, while other churches were either closed 
or burned, the baptisms did not average more than three in a 
year, and some of these were children whose parents be- 
longed to the army. 



CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,* 

The first step looking toward the establishment of the Cal- 
vary Presbyterian Church was taken Feb. 23d, 1870, when a 
meeting was held at the residence of Mr. Augustus W. Sex- 
ton, and the following Preamble was adopted : 

^^We, the underdgned, interested in the cause ot church 
extension, do hereby rignify our approval of the organization 
of a church and society at West New Brighton, Staten Island, 
New York, and do hereby agree to contribute, for the erec- 
tion of a meeting-house for such society, the sums set op- 
posite our names respectively; our several subscriptions to 
become binding whenever two-thirds of the whole number 
of those whose names are hereto subscribed, shall agree to 
erect a suitable church edifice in the town aforesaid, and shall 
appoint a treasurer to receive the amount of our several sub- 
scriptions, provided that such agreement shall be entered in- 
to, and such a Treasurer appointed, within the period of 
twelve months from the date hereof. 

Dated February 22d, 1870." 

Then follow the names of 84 persons, whose subscriptions 
aggregate the sum of $4,270.00. 

On the evening of Feb. 21st, 1871, a second meeting was 
held at the same place, and after the organization of the 
meeting by the election of Mr. Nathan H. Heal, as President, 
and Mr. Augustus W. Sexton, Jun., as Secretary, the Pre- 
amble adopted at the previous meeting was read, and Mr. 
Augustus W. Sexton was elected Treasurer until the com- 
plete organization of the church. The Preamble was then 

« Vide Ai»p. N. (04.) 
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amended so as to read, ^* We, the undersigned etc., etc., do 
hereby signify our approval of the organization of a Presby- 
terian Church and society at West New Brighton, etc., etc. 

At this meeting 13 persons were present ' 

A third meeting was held Oct 27th, 1871, at which two 
plans were submitted for a chapel building, and an executive 
committee were appointed to make inquiries concerning the 
probable cost of a suitable building ; to ascertain what ma- 
terial would be most desirable, and to have a general super- 
vision of the undertaking in its present stage, such committee 
to report to the meeting before taking any action. 

The committee rex>orted at a meeting held Nov. 26th, 1871, 
and it was resolved that the building committee .be given 
power to proceed with the building under three restrictions, 
viz., that they should not involve the congr^;ation in debt ; 
that the number of sittings should be restricted to 800, and 
that the cost of the whole enterprise should not exceed 
$10,000.00. At this same meeting Mr. R. N. Havens, Mr. R. 
J. Fuller, and Mr. Augustus W. Sexton, were appointed a 
committee to take the necessary steps to secure a church or- 
ganization. 

At a meeting held Sept 19, 1872, the following persons 
were elected trustees: Messrs. R. N. Havens, Edward Bement, 
Nathan M. Heal, Henry Dean, David Moore, A. W. Sexton. 

Sept 26th, 1872, the society resolved to incorporate them- 
selves under the name and titie of the Calvary Presbyterian 
Church of Staten Idand. 

At a meeting held Nov. 16th, 1872, Mr. R. N. Havens and 
Mr. A. W. Sexton were elected elders, and Mr. R. J. Fuller 
and Mr. William J. Ladd deacons. 

Application having been made to the Presbytery of Brook- 
lyn for the admission of the socie^ as an organized church 
into that body, a committee was appointed to receive the 
congregation, and on the 17th of November, 1872, at S o'clock 
P. M., the organization services were held. Thirty-five per- 
sons constituted the initial membership. On the evening of 
the same day, the Dedicatory services were held in the 
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chapel on the comer of Castleton and Bement Avennes. 
From this date until April, 1873, the pulpit of the church 
was supplied by the Bey. James S. Evans, D.D., who, as 
Synodical Sui>erintendent of church extension, had rendered 
great assistance in eflFecting the organization. 

On the evening of March 11th, 1878, a call was extended to 
the Rey. J. Milton Greene, pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Brooklyn, which was accepted by him, and he was 
installed pastor of the church on the evening of April 8d, 1878. 

Constant growth has characterized the organization, so that 
in September, 1874, it was found necessary to enlarge the 
chapel by one half its original size. 

The present membership, (Nov. 1876) is 106. 

The lot of land upon which the church edifice is built was 
donated by the estate of the latie Mr. Edward Bement 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OP EDGEWATER. 

This church was organized on the 14th day of May, 1866, 
with twenty-six members. Its first pastor was Rev. Alonzo 
Brown, whose pastorate extended from Oct. 1st, 1866, to 
Nov. 30th, 1867. Rev. Samuel W. Crittenden from April, 
1868, to Nov. 29th, 1860. Rev. W. H. Taylor from Peb. 23d, 
1860, to April 18th, 1864. Rev. D. R. Prazer from April Ist^ 
1866, to Nov. 1st, 1867. At this time the Presbyterian 
Church at Clifton, which had been organized by the secession 
of some of the members of the Reformed Dutch Church at 
Tompkinsville, under the pastorate of Rev. A. R. Thompson, 
as elsewhere observed, abandoned their distinct organization 
and united with the church at Edgewater, and the Rev. J. E. 
Rockwell, D.D., on the 29th of October, 1868, became the 
pastor, and still continues so. The present number of mem- 
bers (Sept., 1867) is 160. The sittings in this church are free. 

The chapel, or Sunday School rooms of this church, which 
formerly stood on Gore, now Broad Street, and which was 
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destroyed by an incendiary fire, is now being rebuilt at the 
corner of Brownell and McKeon Streeti opposite the cburclL 
It is a spacious and elegant brick edifice, erected chiefiy, if 
not wholly, through tlie munificence of a lady, who donated ' 
$8,000 for the purpose. 



CHURCH OP THB ASCENSION. 

In 1802, Trinity Chapel, in connection with St^ Andrew's 
Church at Richmond, was built upon a lot of land on the 
North Shore, conveyed for the purpose by John McYickar, 
Esq. Rev. Richard Channing Moore, rector of the church at 
Richmond, officiated in it until he left the parish. After his 
departure, his son. Rev. David Moore, succeeded to the rector- 
^p, and preached, usually 'every Sunday afternoon, until a 
short time before his decease, being asdsted in his duties in 
both places by several other clergymen employed for the 
purpose. After his death, the services in the chapel were 
conducted by several clergymen temporarily engaged nntil 
May, 1869, when another parish was organized, and Trinity 
Chapel became the Church of the Ascension. The first rector 
after the organization was Rev. Theodore Irving, L.L.D., 
of Newburgh. The congregation increased so rapidly that the 
old ftrame building was found to be insufficient, and the 
erection of a new church was determined upon. The comer- 
stone of the new edifice was laid with appropriate ceremonies 
on the 80th day of August, 1870, and was first opened for 
Divine service on Ascension Day, May Idth, 1871. Dr. Irving 
continued in the church untO February, 1872, when he re- 
signed. In July, 1872, the present rector. Rev. James S. 
Bush, of San Francisco, was settied. 

The officers of the church at the time of the erection of the 
chapel, were Rev. Richard Channing Moore, rector; James 
Ouyon and Peter Mersereau, wardens, and Peter Laforge, 
John Latourette, John Van Dyke, Nicholas Joumeay, Paul 
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Micheauy Joshua Wright, Paul J. Micheaa« and Geoige W. 
Barnes, yestfymen. The material of which the ohurch is 
built is Staten Island granite ; in form it is cruciform, and 
has several beautiful memorial windows ; it has a turret on 
the northeast comer, and a tower and spire one hundred and 
fifteen feet high on the northwest comer. 



ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, CLIFTON. 

The comer-stone of the first church edifice was laid on the 
12th day of September, 1843, by the Rev. Dr. Moore, of St. 
Andrew's Church, and the parish organized on the 90th. 
The first ofBcers were Charles M. Simonson and W. H. As- 
pinwall, wardens ; Len Cook, James R. Broadman, M.D., 
William B. Townsend, W. D. Cuihbertson, Lewis Lyman, 
Daniel B. AUen, William A. Fountain and William H. 
White^ yestrymen. 

The corner-stone of the present beautiful edifice was laid 
by Bishop Potter, November 10th, 1869 ; the building com- 
mittee were John A. Appleton, Jacob H. Yanderbilt, Jere- 
miah Leaycraft and George S. Scofield; architect, Arthur ~ 
Oilman. 

The following is the succesdon of the rectors : 

Rev. Kingston Gh>ddard, from June, 1844^ to June, 1847. 

Bev. A. O. Mercer, from June, 1847, to September, 1863. 

Re7. R. M. Abercrombie, from Januaiy, 186S, to February, 
1866. 

Rer. J. C. Eccleston, from April, 1866^ to Januaiy, 1863. 

Rey. T. K. Conrad, from March, 1863, to October, 1866. 

Rey. J. 0. Eccleston, I^Dm called a second time. May, 
1867, and is the present incumbent 

The present church edifice stands on the easterly side of 
New York Ayenue, in that part of the village of Edgwater 
known as Clifton, and is, by &r, the most beautiful in 
the county. The material of which it is constructed is a 
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rose-colored granite, from Saybrook^ CSonn. The style is the 
later decorated Gothic of the fourteenth century, of the time 
of the third Edward, in which so many of the parish 
churches in England were erected. The cost was $120,000, 
and the church is free from debt 



ST. PAUUS CHURCH, CA8TLBT0N. 

This church, originally in Castleton, now in Edgwater, 
Middletown, was organized in March, 188S. Its first officers 
were Henry Drisler and William Whettin, wardens ; Richard 
S. Cary, Caleb T. Ward, Daniel Simonson, John B. Simonson, 
Henry B. Metcalfe, vestrymen. 

In April, 1870, a new church, which is a solid stone struc- 
ture, was completed, at a cost of $60,000. It was erected by 
the Hon. Albert Ward, at his own expense, as a *^ Memorial'* 
of his only sister, the late Mary Mann Ward, and the edifice, 
together with the land surrounding it, was presented by him 
to the parish. On petition to the Counly Court, an order 
was made, in conformity with the statute, to change the name 
to *^St Paul's Memorial Church" of Richmond counly. 

Its present officers are Albert Ward and J. H. Pool, war- 
, dens ; William C. Anderson, M.D., J. R Kearney, Roland 
Thomas, A. E. Outerbridge, G. H« Daley, Robert W. Gordon^ 
Jun., W. Kebs, Isaac O. Van Duzer, Testrymen. 

The succession of the Rectors is as follows : 

Rey. F. H. Cuming, 18SS. 

Rev. Wm. P. Curtis, 1834, died 1834. 

Rev. Wm. H. Walter, 1838. 

Rev. Wm. Walton, 1840. 

Rev. Gordon Winslow, 1844. 

Rev. Charles A. Maison, 1802. 

Rev. K H. Cressy, 1809. 

Rev. T. W. Punnett, 1861. 

Rev. Charles B. Coffin, April, 1876, died July 10th, 1870. 

Rev. Albert U. Stanley, Nov., 1870, the present incumbent 
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ST. LUKFS CHURCH, BOSSVILLB. 

Of this church we have been able to procure only a meager 
account The parish register appears to have been imperfect- 
ly kept 

The church edifice was erected in 1843, and its first rector 
was Rev. C. D. Jackson ; he oflSciated some six or seven 
years, when he died in Westchester county. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Bev. William H. Bees, who officiated about 
five years, when he died at Newark, N. J. The next rector 
of whom we find any account was the Bev. Jesse Pound,' who 
died in the parish after a service of some nine or ten years. 
He was succeeded by the Bev. Henry H. Bean, who, after 
several yean^ service, also died in the parish. The church at 
present (July, 1876) is vacant There have been other rectors, 
but there is no record of them. 



CHUBCH OP THE HOLY COMPOBTEB. 

This church is located at Eltingville, in the town of South- 
field. The parish was organized October 24th, 1866 ; the 
incorporators were, Albert Joumeay, James Ouyon, Edward 
Banker, Junr., S. K. Baymond, John W. Mersereau, Junr., 
and Charles E. Bobins. The church edifice was erected in 
1860, and consecrated May 29th, 1868. 

The rectors have been as follows : 

Bev. J. W. Payne, from Nov. 29th, 1866, to August 9th, 1866. 

Bev. W. W. Holley, from Oct. 4th, 1866, to Oct 24th, 1867. 

Bev. W. Leacock, from Peb. 26th, 1868, to Sept 23d, 1868. 

Bev. Newland Maynard, from Sept 27th, 1869, to May 
23d, 1871. 

Bev. Prederick M. Gray, from Aug. 1st, 1878, present in- 
cumbent (1876.) 
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THE MORAVIAN CHUBCH. 

So far as is now known, the first of the denomination of 
Christians called Moravian, or United Brethren, on Staten 
Island, was Captain Nicholas Garrison. It is said that the 
ship which he commanded, while on a vo3rage from Oeorg^ 
to New York, was overtaken by an exceedingly violent storm. 
Among the jyassengers on board was the Bishop SiMuigenbeig, 
who remained calm and undisturbed amidst the confusion 
and terror which prevailed on board, spending most of the 
time in earnest prayer. The vessel survived the tempest, 
and reached the port in safety, but ever after a very warm 
f rienship existed between the Bishop and the Captain, who 
was a pious man. In 1742, David Bruce, a very zealous ser- 
vant of God, was sent to visit the scattered flocks in New 
York, and on Long and Staten Islands, and he was probably 
the first Moravian preacher who ever officiated as such on 
Staten Island. 

The ship or snow, alluded to above, was built for the ser- 
vice of the Moravians, on Staten Island, between the year 
1746 and 1748, under the direction of Abraham Bodmper 
and Timothy Horsfield, agents of the Moravian Church in 
New York ; she was launched on the 29th day of May of 
the last mentioned year, and registered in the name of Mr. 
Henry Antes. The cost of her building was defrayed almost 
entirely by Bishop Spangenberg from a l^;acy left him in- 
dividually by Thomas Noble, a merchant of New York. This 
vessel was in the service of the Moravian Church nine years, 
in the course of which she crossed the Atlantic twenty-four 
times, sailing between New York and London, or Amsterdam, 
and made one voyage to Greenland. She had the reputation 
of; being an excellent sailer. The largest colony she ever car- 
ried was that led by John Nitschmann, which landed at New 
York City in May, 1749, and numbered one hundred and 
twenty-five souls. She put to sea on the 8th of September, 
1748, for the first time, and for the last time on the 90th of 
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November, 1767, in command of Capt Christian Jacobson. 
Ten days thereafter, in latitude 37^ North, and longitude 60^ 
West, she was chased by a French Privateer, the Marguerite, ' 
captured, and given to a prize crew to be taken to Louisburg, 
but owing to ignorance of navigation on the x>art of those to 
whom she was intrusted, was totally wrecked on the 12th day 
of January, 1768^ off the coast of Cape Breton ; her ])assen* 
gers barely escaped with their lives. 

Count Zinzendorf, during his sojourn in America between 
December, 1741, and January, 1743, extended the influence 
and enlarged the membership of this denomination in New 
York, and also on Long and Staten Islands. From that time 
religious intercourse was maintuned unbroken between those 
places and Bethlehem, and after the arrival of the first col- 
ony of Moravians in June, 1742, the above named three 
places were jointly constitued one of many fields in which 
the brethren sought to labor for the furtherance of gospel 
truth. It was without delay entered by their evangelists, or 
itinerants. Among these were the brethren Bruce, Aimers, 
Gambold, Neisser, Utiey, Rice, and Wade. 

Between 1742 and 1746 the Moravian Society in New York 
met for worship at Thomas Noble's; after that time at Henry 
Van Yleek's, in whose house also the ministers were accus- 
tomed to lodge during their sojourn in the city. In the spring 
of 1748, at which time there were upwards of fifty persons 
attached to the Brethren in the city and on the adjoining 
islands, an ineffectual effort was made to secure the use of 
the Lutheran Church in New York for public services 
statedly. Thereupon a hall was rented for holding meetings, 
and apartments for the residences of ministers. In the 
former there was preaching both in English and German once 
on the Lord's day, and public and private worship on several 
evenings of the week. 

Abraham Boemper, Henry Van Yleek, WiUiam Edmonds, 
John Kingston, Jeremiah Burnet and Jannitje Boelen, of 
New York; Timothy and Mary Horsfield, William and 
Charity Comwell, and Jaques and Jacomyn^e Cortelyou,>f 
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Long Island; and Jacobas and Yettje Van Der Bilti of 
Staten Island, are mentioned in September, 1747, as bwigthe 
most active members of the triple Moravian Society in the 
province of New York. 

On the 37th of December, 1748, Bishop de Watterville or- 
ganized a Moravian congregation in New York firom members 
of the society, in connection vdth the Brethren, since 1741 ; 
George Neisser was installed as pastor. In 171^1 a church 
was built on Fair Street, now Fulton, between Nassau and 
William Streets, and dedicated to the worship of God by 
Spangenberg and the brethren Owen Rice and Jacob Rogers, 
on the 18th of June, 1761. Before the close of the year, a 
parsonage also had been erected on the line of the street in 
front of the church. It was first occupied by Owen and 
Elizabeth Rice. Abraham Reincke was settled in New York 
in 1764. 

Between 1742 and 1763, about a dozen different deigymen 
of the denomination came occasionally to the Island to offici- 
ate. In 1766 there were only three communicant members 
on the Island, viz.: Jacobus Yanderbilt and his wife Vettje or 
Neiltje, and the widow Elizabeth Inyard.* The religious 
services were usually held in a school-house, which, as some 
say, stood upon or near the site of the present church, but as 
others say, with more probability, at the corner of the roads 
at what is now called l^bertville. In 1762, Richard Connor, 
Stephen Martino, Jun., Tunis %bert, Jacob Vander Bilt, 
Aaron Cortelyou, Mathias Enyard, John Baty, Cornelius 
Cortelyou, Cornelius Vander Bilt, Cornelius Van Deventer, 
Stephen Martino, Mary Stilwell, Cornelius Martino and Peter 
Ferine, applied to the church authorities at Bethlehem, Penn- 
sylvania, for the establishment of a Moravian Church upon 
Staten Island. On the 7th of July, 1763, the corner-stone of 
a church and parsonage was laid, and on the ensuing 7th of 
December the church was consecrated. The identical build- 
ing b still standing, and continues to be occupied as a par- 
sonage. 

•VideApp.N.(5S.) 
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The first regularly settled pastor of the charch was Hector 
Gambold, in 1784 ; he was sacceeded the same year by JaoieB 
Birkly, and he by K Thorp ; then followed — 

Frederick Moehring, from 1787 to 1793. 

James Birkly again, from 1793 to 1797. . 

Frederick Moehring again, from 1797 to 1808. 

Nathaniel Brown, from 1803 until his death in 1818. 

John C. Bechler, from 1813 to 1817. 

George A. Hartman, from 1817 to 1837. 

Ambrose Bondthaler, from 1837 to 1839. 

H. G. Clander, from 1839 to 1868. 

Bemhard de Schweinitz, from 1862 to 1864. 

Amadeus A. Reinke, from 1864 to 1860. 

Edwin T. Senseman, from 1860 to 1863. 

Eagene Leibert^ from 1868 to 1867. 

Francis F. Hagen, from 1867 to 1870. 

WiUiam L. Lennert^ from 1870 to 1876. 

William H. Yoglerfrom 1876 — present incambent 

The early dates and events given above, have been derived 
chiefly firom denominational sources, the records of the charch 
having been destroyed during the Bevolution, when some 
British soldiers forcibly entered the parsonage at night, and 
after wantonly destroying furniture and other articles be- 
longing to the occupant, carried off the archives of the infant 
church. About the same time, probably on the same night, 
the house of Capt Christian Jacobson, in the vicinity of the 
church, was also entered, and he was killed by being shot 
He was an eminently pious man, and captain of the Mora- 
vian ship, '^ Irene," after the retirement of Capt (Harrison. 

The society was incorporated April 16th, 1808. 

The present church edifice was consecrated May 16th, 1846. 

The first conveyance of real estate to the church was by a 
document endorsed ^* Lease and Release " here given entire, 
oerbcUim et lUeratim. 

^'This Indenture, made the Eighth day of June, in the 
third year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord Oeorge the 
Third, of Great Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender 
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of the Fkith, and in the Tear of onr Lord, 176S, Between 
John Baty, of Richmond Countji Province of New York, 
Yeoman, of the one Part, and lliomas Yarrell, Minister of 
the United Brethren of the City of New York, Henry Van 
Vleek, of the City aforesaid. Merchant, Cornelias Van De* 
venter, Yeoman, & Richard Conner, Esqr., both of Richmond 
County of the other part, Wltnesseth that the Said John 
Baty, for and in Consideration of the Sam of five Shillings 
Current Money of the Province of New York, to him in hand 
Paid by the said Thomas Yairell, Henry Van Vleek, Cornel- 
ius Van Deventer and Ricliard Conner, the Receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged, he the said John Baty hath Granted, 
Bargained & Sold, and by these Presents doth grant Bargain 
and sell unto them the said Thomas Yarrell, Henry Van 
Vleek, Cornelius Van Deventer and Richard Conner, all that 
Certain Peace or Parcel of Land Scituate lying and being on 
the South side of Statten Island, Richmond County, Province 
of New York, Banning at the North East comer of the 
Land of Cornelius Cortelyou, thence running on a Course 
North twenty-Seven degrees West Three Chains, thence North 
Eight d^rees West five Chidns & forty lancks, thence North 
forty degrees East five Chains and twenty-two lancks, thence 
South forty-Seven Degrees East seven chains & forty-four 
Lincks to the Place of Beginning, Containing five & a half 
acres more or Less, Bounded South West & South South 
West by Land of Cornelius Cortelyou, and North West and 
North East by the Land of the above said John Baty, & 
South east by the King's Hey Way. Together with all and 
Singular the Reversian & Reversians, Remainder ft Re- 
mainders, Rents and Services of the said Premisses above 
mentioned, and every Part and Parcel thereof with the ap- 
purtenances. To have and to hold the Said Peice or Parcel of 
Land, Hereditaments and Premises above Mentioned and every 
part and parcel thereof with the Appurtenances unto the 
Said Thomas YarreD, Henry Van Vleek, Cornelius Van 
Deventer & Richard Conner, their Executors, Administrators 
and Assigns, from the day of the date of these Presents, 
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for and during and nntill the full End and term of one whole 
year from thence next and immediately ensuing and follow- 
ing fully to be Compleat and ended, Yielding and Paying ' 
therefore one Pepper Oom on and upon the feast of St. 
Michael the Arch Andel, (if Demanded) to the Intent that by 
virtue of these Presents and by force of the Statute for trans- 
ferring of uses into Possession, they the said Thomas Yar- 
rell, Henry Van Vleek, Cornelius Van Deventer & Richard 
Conner may be in actual Possession of all and singular the 
Said Premises above Mentioned with the Appurtenances, and 
be thereby Enabled to accept and take a grant and Release of 
the Reversion & Inheritance thereof to them & their heirs, to 
the only Proper use and behoof of them the said Thomas 
Yarrell, Henry Van Vleek, Cornelius Van Deventer and Rich- 
am Conner, their heirs and Assigns forever. 

In Witness whereof, the Parties first above named have 
hereunto sett their hands & Seals the day & Year first above 
Written. 

Sealed ft Delivered John Beaty (l.s.) 

in the Presence of us, 
Jacob Vakdsrbilt, 
John Hebttell. 

On the succeeding day, June 19th, 1763, John Baty and 
Hannah his wife conveyed the same premises to the same 
parties in fee, in consideration of twenty-five pounds, ten 
shillings ($68.7S0 

On the second day of March, 1790, Edward Beattey, as 
executor of the last will and testament of his father, John 
Beattey, in consideration of five shillings, conveyed the same 
property, with slight variation in the courses, to John Ett- 
wein Bishop, Hans Christian Van Schwein, and the Rev. 
Jacob Van Yieek, of the town of Bethlehem, and State of 
Pennsylvania, the Rev. Frederick Moehring, Richard Conner, 
John Dorsett and Lewis Ryerss, of the county of Richmond, 
for the reason given in the following extract therefrom : 

'' Whereas, the late John Beattey, of the County of Rich- 
mond & State of Kew York, in the year of our Lord one 
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Thousand Seven Hundred & Sixty-three, did give & sell a 
lott of Ground to a reliipous Society in Union with the 
Episcopal Church, known by the name of Unitas Fratrum, 
or United Brethren, on which by divers Contributions & 
Donations by a number of said Society ft other Friends* a 
Church or House of Worship with a dwelling House for the 
Minister, has been built and to this day Uphdd and kept in 
repair ; And, Whereas, the Deied of Conveyance of said John 

Beatty has been in the time of War mislaid or somehow 

lost" 

The deed alluded to, in the above extract, was not lost as 
was supposed, but had been sent to the church authorities at 
Bethlehem, in accordance with the custom of the church, 
with congregations which were not self-sustaining.- Years 
after the execution of the executor's deed, after the church 
had become self-sustaining, it was returned. 

On the 31st day of August, 1878, the Chapel and Sunday 
School building at the Four Comers was dedicated. It was 
built upon land donated for the purpose by Mr. Cornelius 
Du Bois ; the lot is one hundred feet square. The whole 
premises is estimated to be worth over seven thousand dol- 
lars. 

The donations of Commodore ComeUus Yanderbilt to tliis 
church of liis forefathers, have been munificent When the 
present church edifice was erected, he contributed the sum of 
one thousand dollars towards its completion. On the 9i)th 
day of December, 1860, he gratuitously conveyed to the 
Trustees of the United Brethren's Church on Staten Island, 
eight and a half acres of land on the East side of the origi- 
nal five and a half acres, and on the 80th day of October, 
1868, about forty-six acres more on the north and west sides 
thereof. 
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THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The establishment of this church on Staten Island, like that 
of several others, was the result of missionary labors. Pro- 
minent among the pioneers of this denomination, are found 
the names of John Q%no and Elkanah Holmes, who visited 
the Island and preached in private houses, in barns, under 
trees, and wherever else the people could be gathered 
together. On the 27th of August, 1786, eight persons, viz. : 
Anthony Fountain, Sen., Belichy Fountidn, Hannah Fountain, 
Nicholas Cox, Margaret Ejruser, Mary Van Name, Mary 
Lockerman and Susannah Wandel, were baptized. On the 
24th of October following, Jacob Van Pelt, John Wandel, 
Jun., and Charles Van Name, were also baptized, and on the 
21st of November, John Lockerman, making in all twelve 
persons, who, on the 90th of December of the same year, were 
organized into a church by the Revs. Gano and Holmes, of 
New York. The late venerable Oarret Fountwi,* who, 
though redding on the Island, had previously connected 
himself with a Baptist Church in New York city, now removed 
his membership to the new organization. 

From 178S to 1796, the records of the church have been lost, 
but in the latter year Daniel Steers supplied the pulpit, but 
it is doubtfol whether he was ever r^ularly ordained. From 
1706 until 1809, there is another blank in the history of the 
church, but at that date we find the church without a pastor, 
though services were held, conducted by Revs. Parkinson, 
Cox, Wykoff, Segar and Bruce, of New York city. 

In this year, 1809, the ''Clove Meeting House^f was built, 
and dedicated October 24. 

In the spring of 1810, the church called as their pastor the 
Rev. James Bruce, a licentiate of the First Baptist Church, of 
New York, who accepted the invitation and preached his first 
sermon on the second Sunday in May. He was ordained in 

• VSde App. N. (00.) t niid. (67.) 
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New York the Slat day of Jane, and on the 34th baptized 
seven persons on the sea-beach, and on the 20th of July, at 
the North side, three more, viz. Jacob Bnrbank and Nancy 
his wife, and Mrs. Charity Baker. Mr. Brace died in 1813, 
and wae succeeded by Elder Carpenter, who had been a 
Methodist preacher, but having changed his views, he was 
baptized on the 26th of September, and immediately installed 
as pastor of the chnrch. He was, however, soon dismissed, 
and from 1813 to 1817 the church was supplied by various 
ministers. In August of the last named year, Rev. Robert 
Randolph, of Samptown, N. J., became pastor of the church. 
After a service of three years, he was honorably dismissed, 
and was succeeded by Rev. Thomas B. Stephenson, a licen- 
tiate of the Bethel Baptist Church of New York, who was 
ordained in the Clove Meeting House, August 26th, 1819. In 
August, 1822, he resigned his charge to engage in the work of 
domestic missions. In April, 1824^ Rev. Aruna R. Martin 
became pastor of the church, and was ordained June 8th 
following. He was a very zealous man, and after a pastorate 
of eleven years, died in October, 1835. ! 

During Mr. Martin's incumbency, the Baptist Church at 
Oraniteville, then called Fayetteville, was built* 

On the first Sabbath in May, 1836^ Rev. Samuel White be- 
came pastor of the two churches. The records of the church 
then contained the names of sixty-nine members, but ten of 
them could not be found. During the early years of Mr. 
White's ministry the membership of the church was more 
than doubled, and the church at GraniteviUe was enlarged to 
accommodate the worshippers. 

On the 24th February, 1841, fifty-three persons received 
letters of dismission, and were organized as a separate church 
at Port Richmond, and called the ** North Baptist Church of 
Staten Island," now known as the ^^Park Baptist Church." 
The following are the names of the persons who received their 
letters of dismission on this occasion, and became the founders 
of the Park Baptist Church, viz : 

• Vidt App. N. (5a) 
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John Lodanan, 
Hary Loekman, 
Thomas Wright, 
Maxy Wright, 
Gharlfis Van Pdt, 
Suaan Van Pelt, 
Catharine Kinsey, 
Jacob Van PeU;» 
Harriet Van Pelt^ 
Harriet Van Pelt, id, 
Nicholas Van Name, 
Sarah Van Name^ 
Esther ThompeoDy 
Winiam & Thompson, 
Uaiy H. Thompson, 
Oertmcle Jonea^ 
MaiyMeniO, 
CaOiarine Van Pelt^ 
Nanqr Decker, 
Pbllj Bnrbank, 
AsherBead, 
EUzaN. Bead, 
George W. Smith, 
Gatharine G Smith, 
Mazy H. Wilder, 
William Ussenden, 



AnnG. We8t» 
Hary Ann Hanghwont^ 
George F. Thompson, 
Sophia Thompson, 
John Thompson, 
Barbara Post^ 
Jane Maria Van Pelt^ 
Margaret BedeD, 
jQmma ^loiisman, 
Betflty SimonsoD, 
DmahBiddle, 
Bichard FoDager, 
Sarah R FnHager, 
Sarah A. WamboD, 
Jacob Bush, 
MaiyBnsh, 

Bachel Ann Van Name, 
Ann Van Name, 
Eliza Van Pelt^ 
Moses Van Pdt^ 
Polly Van Pelt^ 
Elima Fnllager, 
Sarah G. FuDager, 
Abram Orochezon, 
Mary Van Pelt^ . 
Mary Simonson. 



Mazy Tiinnnndfini 

The Council whicli constitnted this church convened at the 
church at GraniteviUe on the let of March, 1841. 

The first pastor of the North, now Park Baptist Church, 
was Rev. J. T. Sedey, from May 1st, 1841 to August Ist, 1846, 
having baptized eighty -one. 

The second pastor was Rev. David Morris from August 1st, 
1846, to May 1st, 1849, having baptized twenty-six. 

The third pastor was Rev. B. C. Townsend from May let, 
1860, to May Ist, 1862, having baptized fifteen. 

The fourth pastor was Rev. H. Jackson, firom May 1st, 
1862, to February Ist, 1868. 

The fifth pastor was Rev. John Seage, from May 1st, 1864, 
to May 1st, 1866, having baptized fourteen. 
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The sixth pastor was Rev. C. P. Wilds, from June Ist* 
1850, to April 2Bth, 18B& 

The seventh pastor was Rev. Q. W. Dodge, from August 
1st, 1868, to May SDth, 1809. 

The eighth pastor was W. A. Barnes, from February 9th, 
1860, to February 18th, 1861, when he was dismissed. After 
this, and until August, 1864, the church had no settled pastor, 
but was supplied chiefly by Rev. William B. Scrope. 

The ninth pastor was Rev. D. B. Patterson, flrom August 
21st, 1864, to February 1st, 1866, who then reugned on ac- 
count of ill health, having baptized six. 

The tenth pastor was Rev. D. W. Sherwood, from January 
27th, 1867, to September 1st, 1870, having baptized nine. 

The eleventh pastor was Rev. S. G. Smith, who was 
installed December 1, 1870, and is the present incumbent, 
(March, 1877). 



MARINERS' HARBOR BAPTIST CHURCH. 

This church is an off-shoot from the North, or Park Bap- 
tist Church, at Port Richmond, and was organized 12th March, 
1867. The names of the constituent members aie as follows : 

David Van Name, Sr^ Betsqr Van Pelt, 

Agnes Van Name, Daniel A Malletl, 

Dea. Oea F. Thompson, Maria H. Thompson, 

Elizabeth Thompson, Harriet Menill, 

John Thompson, Catharine A. Van PeH^ 

Mdinda Thompson, Sarah Gartwnght, 

David Van Name, Jr., Sarah J. Gartwright, 

Bachel Ann Van Name, E. Clara Cartwri^t, 

Nicholas Van Name, Jacob Loolii^ 

Sarah Van Name, Elizabeth Looti^ 

Harriet Ann Johnson, Charlotte Kinsejr, 

John 0. Van Name, James Fisher, 

Catharine Van Name, EUzabeth Kdber, 

\^^lliam Idsaenden, Barbara Post^ 

Mary Liasenden, Eliza Bush, 
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William H. laBBenAem, Ellen Gorsen, 

Jacob Bosh, Clarissa Thompson, 

MaxT Boah, Hary Merrill, 

Elizabeih Van Petti Sophia Merrfll, 

Jacob Van Pett^ Bichard Hancock, 

Hairiet Van Pelt, Emi^ Hancock, 

Moses Van Pett^ Sarah M. Deacon, 

Mary Van Pett, Charles Van Pelt, Jr., 

Danid Van Peli» Garret Jones. 

Forty-eight in all. The membership March, 1876, was 136. 

The following are the names of the pastors since its organ- 
ization : 

The first was Bev. Z. P. Wilds, from April 1, 1867, to June, 
1868. 

The second was Bev. J. N. Tolman, from December 16, 
1868, to December 90, 1860. 

The third was Bev. 6. W. Folwell, from January to Sep- 
tember, 1861. 

The fourth was Bev. J. L. Benedict, from January, 1862, 
to June, 1864. 

The fifth was Bev. J. J. Brouner, from June, 1864, to Jan- 
uary, 1869. 

The sixth was Bev. W. B. Harris, from March, 1869, to 
January, 1872. 

The seventh was Bev. J. W. Taylor, from March, 1872, to 
April, 1875. 

The eighth was Bev. Charles F. Hull, from July, 1876, and 
is the present pastor (March, 1877). 



GBANITEVILLE BAPTIST CHUBCH. 

This church claims to be the continuation of the orifi^nal 
church in the Glove ; it was dedicated March, Slst, 1842, and 
rebuilt in 1868. 'Bev. Samuel White officiated as its pastor 
until his death, which occurred on the twenty-seventh /anni- 
versary of his settlement 
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He was succeeded by the Rev. D. Bennet Patterson, who 
was installed pastor March SSd, 1868. 

The Rev. Duncan Young became pastor September 8th, 
1873. 

The present incumbent, Rev. G. J Gannon, commenced his 
labors January 1st, 1876. 

The present number of members is 08. 



THE SOUTH BAPTIST CHURCH. 

This church was organized at Tottenville, Becember 11th, 
1869, and their house of worship was elected early in 1800 ; 
the commodious lecture-room attached to the main building 
was erected in November, 1870. 

The constituent memb^s were : 

John Tucker, Mrs. & B. Hadeton, 

& & Hadeton, Mrs. Maiy Wrill^ 

Oea D. Usher, Isabella Ayr, 

William Coolej, Mrs. J. H. Ook^ 

Mrs. Isabella Fisher, Mrs. Ann Storar, 

Mrs. Sarah A. El]]% Mrs. 8. D. Seed. 

The ])astors of the church since its organization have been 
as follows : 
Rev. T. W. Conway, from Jan. lltb, 1880. 

Arthur Day, from Nov. 1880. 

William James, from March, 186S, to Feb., 1866. 

WiUiam B. Harris, from March, 1867, to March, 1869. 

David Taylor, from June, 1869, to June, 1870. 

Robert Bocock, from July, 1870, to October, 1871. 

J. W. Brinckerhoff, from Sept., 1, 187S, and since. 



There is a small Baptist Church at KreischerviUe, between 
Rossville and Tottenville, built about 1846, but is at present 
without a pastor. 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH. 

The introdaotion of Methodism apon Staten Island is dae 
to the preserving efforts of a few zealous individuals con* 
nected with the denomination in New Jersey and elsewhere. 
The first Methodist sermon preached on Staten Island was in 
November, 1771, by Francis Asbury,* in the house of one 
Peter Van Pelt, only twelve days after his arrival in America. 

It is to the unwearied labors of Thomas Morrell and Robert 
Cloud, two preachers attached to the Elizabethtown circuit, 
that this church is chiefly indebted for its organization. Of 
Morrell it is said that he had been a soldier, and bore upon 
his person scars of wounds received in fighting for his country. 
He was also a man of more than ordinary abilities and ac- 
quirements. Of the local preachers, William Cole f was most 
prominent, and during the intervals between the visits of the 
itinerants, frequently officiated in private houses, school- 
houses, bams or any other place that offered. 

On the fifth day of May, 1787, the first Methodist Society 
on Staten Island was organized, and the following persons 
were elected Trustees to take care of the temporalities of the 
cAurch, viz.: Abraham Cole, (at whose house the meeting 
was held ;) Benjamin Drake and John Hillier, first class, to 
serve one year; Gilbert Totten, John Slaight and Joseph 
Wood, second class, to serve two years ; Joseph Totten, Elias 
Price and Israel Dissosway, third class, to serve three years. 

Measures were then adopted to erect a house of worship, 
and the following api)eal to the Christian community was 
promulgated : 

'^To all Charitable, well-disposed Christians of every de- 
nomination on Staten Island. Whereas the Inhabitants on 
the West end of said Island are destitute of any Place of 
Public Worship, so that numbers, more especiidly of the 
poorer and middling ranks of People who have not Carriages, 
Ac, are necessarily precluded firom attending the Worship of 

• Vld« App. N. (09.) t IUd.(0O.) 
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God in a Public manneri their Children also lose the benefit 
of Pablio Instruction, and it is to be feared the Consequence 
will be to the rising Gfeneration a settled Contempt for the 
worship of God and the ordinances of the House. 

To remedy as far as human prudence can Extend the afore- 
said, and many other Inconyeniences that might be named, 
the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church on said 
Island have chosen trustees agreeable to Law in order to 
Erect a Church for the Performance of Divine Service, and 
tis Supposed by the Blessing of God this may be the means of 
not only benefitting the present Generation, but that Numbers 
Yet unborn may have reason to Praise CK>d for the pious 
Care of their forefathers. But as this will be Attended with 
a heavy Ezpence, to which the members of said Church are 
Inadequate, they hereby Respectful solicit tbe Donation of 
all such who are willing to promote so Laudable an Under* 
taking, we therefore the subscribers do hereby promise to 
pay or cause to be i>aid to the said Trustees or any Person 
Impowered by them to receive it, the sums aflbced to our Sev* 
eral names, as "Witness our Hands this Seventh day of June, 
In the Year of our Lord one Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Eighty-seven." 

Then follows the names of eighty-seven contributors, whose 
united subscripdons amount to nearly $360. The largest 
contributors are Gilbert Totten, £8, ($20) ; Israel Disosway, 
£16, ($37.60) ; Benjamin Drake,* £8, ($20) ; Mark Disosway, 
£6, ($12.60) ; Peter Woglom, £6, ($16) ; Joshua Wright, £6, 
($12.60); Jacob Beckhow, £6, John Androvat, £6, Peter 
Winant, Sr., £4.16, ($11.87i) ; John Slaght, £4.16. Among 
the subscribers we find the names of individuals attached to 
other churches, such as Bedells, Swains, Taylors, Larzeleres,. 
Micheaus, La Tourettes, Mersereaus, PraUs, Conner, &e. 

It is said of Israel Disosway, that in addition to his sub- 
scription, which is the largest on the list, he gave the timber 
for erecting the new church, out of his own woods. Not- 

• Vide App. N. (61.) 



290 ANNALS OF 8TATBN ISLAND. ' 

withstanding he was so prominent in the organization of the 
new chnrch, and for several years held the ofBce of trustee 
therein, he never severed his connection with the old John 
Street Church in New York; in May, 1791, we find that 
*' Nicholas Crockshon was elected in the place of Israel 
Disosway, who has removed fix>m the Island." 

With the small sum realized by the subscriptions just men* 
tionedi the first Methodist Church on Staten Island was built 
on the ate now occupied by the Woodrow Church in West- 
field. 

That the trustees took excellent care of the temporalities 
of the church, will be perceived from the following extract 
from the original ^^Day Book :" 

*^ At a meeting held in the Methodist Church for chosing 
a Saxon to serve for one year in said church to keep said 
house swept and sanded and scruped when the Trustees shall 
direct, and all other necessary dutys of a saxon for the sum 
of five dollars; Richard Mier was chosen and accepted." 
Subsequently, the ** saxon" was allowed one shilling ^*for 
every fire he makes in the stove," additionaL 

In 1842 the present church edifice was erected on the site 
of the former.* 

On the twelfth day of February, 1823, at a meeting held at 
the house of James Totten, it was unanimously resolved to 
build another house of worship, in the town of Westfield, to 
be called ^' The Tabernacle." A church appears to have been 
organized, and trustees duly elected. In August, 1828, a 
public meeting was held ^^ in the Tabernacle ;" the edifice 
must therefore have been erected immediately. 

In 1841 the membership had increased to such a number 
that it was found convenient to erect another church and 
organize another society in Tottenville, which is now known 
as '^The Bethel Church." In 1800 it was found necessary 
to build still another church, which is now known as '*St. 
Paul's," in TottenvOle. 

•yideApp.H.(0.) 
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The early MethodistSi however, did not confine their efforts 
to the town of Westfteld ; for, not long after they had become 
domiciled there, a small class, under the leadership of Elias 
Price, who afterwards became a local preacher, was organized 
in the Town of Northfield, which, in 1802, had expanded 
sufficiently to warrant the creation of a new society, and the 
erection of a new church, which now is recognized as the 
Asbury Church at New Springville. For more than thirty 
years this church was the only place of public worship pos- 
sessed by the Methodists of Northfield and Castleton. In 
1838 those residing along the shore, in both towns, b^^ to 
agitate the matter of building a new church nearer their own 
residences, and at or near Graniteville. The next year Mr. 
Robert C. Simonson offered a lot of land on the Pond Road, 
Port Richmond, as a free gift, if they would erect a church 
thereon. This offer was at once accepted by those residing in 
that vicinity, and the proposed church at Graniteville was 
abandoned. The Methodists of Mariners' Harbor then re- 
solved, inasmuch as a church for their accommodation had 
become a necescdty, to erect one nearer their own homes. 
Accordingly, on the sixth day of April, 1839, a new society * 
was organized by the election of Peter Braisted, Henry Jones, 
Benjamin B. Einsey, John L. Richards, and Daniel Simonson, 
as IVustees. The certificate of incorporation was recorded on 
the fourth day of May following, and immediately thereafter 
— ^that is, on the eleventh of the same month— a lot was pur- 
chased for the consideration of $27ff, and on the twentieth a 
contract was made to erect a building for the purpose of pub- 
lic worship. During the following six months the church was 
erected, and on the firat day of December, 1839, it was dedi- 
cated. For several years the same preacher served this 
church, and the one on ** the Neck," (now Asbury,) but in 
1849 the connection was severed, and each church became in- 
dependent of the other. In 1864 a parsonage was purchased. 
The membership of the church having rapidly increased, it 
was found necessary to erect a new and larger house, which 
was accordingly done, and the new edifice was defeated the 



• / 

S99 AITKALS OF 8TATEN ISLAKD. 

tenth day of Octoberi 1869, which has 8inoe been known as 
the Snmmerfield Chnich. The old chnich, which is the 
sonthwestemmost bnilding within the corporate limits of the 
Village of Port Richmond, was sold for $1,600, and is now 
occupied as an African church. 

In July, 1872, the church known as St Marks, at Pleasant 
Plains, was dedicated. For a brief period it was considered 
as under the patronage and supervision of the Woodrow 
Church ; but in 1878 it became an independent oiganization. 

The Methodists of Port Richmond and its vicinity, having 
accepted the offer of Mr. Robert C. Simonson to give them a 
lot upon condition of building a church thereon, he conveyed 
it to them December 1st, 1838 ; and the church was dedicated 
early in the winter of 18S9. TMs continued to be their house of 
worship until 1868, when they erected the large and com- 
modious brick church edifice at the comer of the Shore Road 
and Dongan Street, West New Brighton. The original 
building and lot was sold April 38tlu 1868, to the (German 
Evangelical Lutherans for the sum of $1,600. The new church 
took the name of Trinity, and was incorporated under that 
name January 10th, 1868, thei trustees being Jasper G. Codmus, 
John W. Snedeker, Lewis Edwards, Azariah Dunham and 
John Simonson. The land upon which the present church 
and parsonage is built, constituted the lots numbered 46 and 
46 of the estate of John Bodine, Sen., and was purchased of 
Noyes P. H. Barrett, June 26th, 1861, Jasper G. Codmus, 
John W. Snedeker, Lewis Edwards and John Simonson 
being trustees. It was subsequentiy discovered that the titie 
was defective, inasmuch as the land was conveyed to the 
above named persons individually, and before the incorpora* 
tion; therefore on the 10th day of July, 186^), the same 
individuals quit-claimed the property to the Trustees of 
Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church, and thus remedied the 
defect The bell and clock in the tower of this church were 
procured by the contributions of the people reading in its 
vicinity. The membership in March, 1876, was about 824. 

January 2SA^ 1867, forty-eight persons, the most of them 
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seceders from Trinity M. K Church, convened in the North 
Baptist Chnrch, Port Richmond, and were then and there 
constituted by the presiding elder into a new church or sodety, 
to be called ''The North Shore Free M. K Church.'' 

On the 27th of the same month, the first Sabbath services 
of the new church were held in the Baptist Church. 

The first trustees were Bead Benedict, Ward McLean, John 
Q. Simonson, William Oreer, Noyes P. H. Barrett, John 
S. Sprague, William Bamber, Dr. F. O. Johnson and George 
F. Heal ; their first meeting was held Feb. 18th, 1867. 

The comer-stone of the new church, now known as ** Grace 
Church," was laid August 1st, 1887, and the church was 
dedicated December 29th, 1867. The church lot is bounded 
on the North by Bond street, on the South by Cornelius 
street, and on the West or front by Heberton street The 
present number of members (April, 1870) was 160. 

We have been unable to procure a connected history of the 
Methodist Church at Edgewater ; the church building stands 
on Cebra Avenue, and was erected in 1866, and rebuilt in 
1870. 



LUTHERAN CHURCHES. 

The German Evangelical Lutheran Church of St John, 
U. A. C.,* at Port Richmond, was organized October 17th, 
186S. 

The original members were: 

John Baihyen, John O. Sehiegd, 

Pan! Schmidt^ Aug. Semiflb . 

Charles Eeuigen, J. H. Matthias 

John Hetlachc^ Diedrich Semie^ 

Carl Semifib GotUieb Bertsoh, 

AEnopp^ OazlNeidiharl^ 

Emat Seimei Adam Fnege^ 

Loois Eoenig, A Hukebaa 

* Vide App. N. (61) 
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The pastors of the Church ha^e been as follows : 

1. Bernard de Schweinitz. 

2. Fr. Boeling, from 1858 to 18S6. 
8. H. Roel, firom 186S to 1866. 

4. J. F. C. Hennicke» from 1866 to 1867. 
6. K. Gk)ehling, from 1868 to 1869. 

6. M. Termenstein, firom 1860 to 1867. 

7. J. E. GottUeb, from 1867 to 1876. 

8. C. Frincke, Jr., Dec. 6, 1876, present pastor. 
The present membership is forty. 

There is a parochial school connected with the Church under 
the supervision of the pastor. 

The Church Edifice was purchased from the Methodists. 
(See Trinity M. K Church.) 

There is a Lutheran Church at Edgewater, of which we have 
been unable to procure information, notwithstanding we have 
made repeated efforts to do so. It has a parish school con- 
nected with it 



UNITARIAN. 

THS CHURCH OF THIS BEDXEMXS. 

''The first United Independent Christian Church of Staten 
Island," was organi2ed at the house of Minthome Tompkins 
in Stapleton, February 10th, 1861, by the election of Dr. A. 
Sidney Doane, Minthome Tompkins, Daniel Low, F. S. 
Hagadom, WUliam Emerson, P. C. Cortelyou, John C. 
Thompson, H. M. Harding, John Crabtree, A. J. Hamilton, 
John Bendemagel and Philip Bender, as trustees. This 
Society held their meetings at the Lyceum in Stapleton, 
where the Reverend Messrs. Bellows, Chapin and Osgood 
often kindly officiated until the Rev. John Parkman, of Bos- 
ton, who had recently become a resident of the Ishind, 
accepted the charge. 
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On the 2l8t of September of the same year, 18S1, <*The 
Congregational Charcb of the Evangelists of New Brighton** 
was established by the initiative of Messrs. James Parker, 
Lncins Tnckerman, W. C. (Joodhne, (George W. Jewett, 
John Crabtree, A. J. Hamilton, Gteoige A. Ward, Robert C. 
Ooodhne, WiUiam W. Bnssell, Smith Ely, S. M. Elliott, 
John D. Sloat, J. E. Kunhardt, William F. Gary, John 
Jewett, Jr.« L. G. Wyeth and Mrs. M. Pendleton. This 
society held their meetings at the Belmont House, New 
Brighton, Mr. Parkman preaching on alternate Sundays 
there and at the Lyceum, for about six months, when, unable 
to obtain a suitable place for worship, the organization was 
dissolved, and the members joined the congregation. Mr. 
Parkman was called to the pastorate of the united body, and 
the name of the corporation was changed to that of ^^ The 
Church of the Redeemer.** Messrs. Daniel Low, George A. 
Ward, W. C. Goodhue, John F. Raymond, Lucius Tucker- 
man, H. M. Harding, A. J. Hamilton, John Crabtree, and 
Daniel G. Gktrrison being the Board of Trustees. A build- 
ing for church purposes was erected on Richmond Turnpike 
at the foot of Cebra Avenue, an isolated situation, apparentiy 
selected because, being about equi-distant from the several 
villages, it was not more inconvenient to one than to another. 
It was dedicated June 29th, 1868. The church flourished 
and increased, and it was thought necessary to enlarge the 
building. This was done, and the number of pews almost 
doubled. 

In a comparatively short time, however, the disadvantages 
of the situation became more and more manifest ; the roads 
were bad, and there were no sidewalks ; most of the congre- 
gation lived at a distance ; access to the church was difficult, 
almost impracticable at seasons to those on foot ; the zeal of 
many of the original members diminished, some died, more 
left the Island, and their places remained empty. Mr. Park- 
man, with his family, went to Europe, and was succeeded 
temporarily by Rev. Charles Ritter, and by Rev. R P« Cut- 
ler, and finally in November, 1866, after an unsuccessful 
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attempt to induce Mr. Parkman, on his return to Boston 
from Europe, to resume his former charge, the church was 
closed, the building sold and removed, the land also sold, and 
the proceeds invested in TJ. S. Bonds. The corporation was 
continued, however, and its members patiently awaited the 
time when more &vorable circumstances should call it to re; 
newed activity. That time came in 1868, when the population 
of New Brighton, having greatly increased, Rev. W. R G. 
Mellen, then Secretary of the Hudson River Conference, be- 
ing informed of the disbanded state of the society, determined 
to gather the congregation together, and attempt its re-organi- 
zation. Meetings were held at the Union Sunday School 
Room in New Brighton, at which he conducted the services, 
and after much patient and earnest endeavor on his part, the 
desired result was attained. A re-organization was effected, 
and Messrs. Daniel Low, GFeorge W. Jewett, John C. Hender- 
son, Charles G. Goodhue, Geoige W. Curtis, John H. Piatt, 
Edward B. MerriU, J. Frank Emmons, and Andrew M. F. 
Davis, were chosen Trustees. A lot of land on the comer of 
Clinton Avenue and 3d street, New Brighton, was purchased, 
and a church edifice erected thereon at the cost of nearly 
$16,000. The larger part of this sum was piud by the funds 
in hand and by subscriptions, but a debt of nearly $8,000 
remained. 

Rev. W. C. Badger was called to the i)astorate, but was 
compelled by ill health to resign in about eighteen months. 
The pulpit was afterwards suppUed by different clergymen 
for a while, but for several months the services were conducted 
by Mr. Gteorge W. Curtis, who read such printed sermons as 
he Judged would interest and help the congregation. In May, 
1871, Rev. W. R. G. Mellen, who had, in the meanwhile, 
been preaching at Detndt, was settled as pastor, and remained 
in charge until May, 1874^ when drcumstances compdled 
him to resign. Since when, the services have been prindpaUy 
and gratuitously conducted by Mr. Curtis, in the manner 
above mentioned, to the continued delight and satisfiiction of 
the hearers. 
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Daring this period a fine organ has been pnrcbased and 
paid for, mainly throngh the exertion of Mr. J. W. Simonton, 
who had gratoitoualy condacted the mudcal services of tbe 
congr^;a(aon since the re-oiganization ; the debt has been 
paid off, Mr. Daniel Low, recently deceased, having con- 
tribated largely for this purpose, and the sodety has been 
enabled to give assistance to other weak churohesi and to de- 
serving charities. 

The present trustees are Messrs. J. C. Henderson, George 
W. Curtis, J. W. Simonton, George F. Hicks, J. Frank Em- 
mons, Mrs. W. T. Johnson, Mrs. C. C* Gk>odhue, Mrs. J. D. 
Yermeule and Mrs. Chas. R LowelL 

The revenues of the Church of the Redeemer are raised by 
subscription and not from the rent of pews, the seats bdng 
absolutely free. All persons of both sexes, of full age, who 
have been stated attendants on worship with the society for 
one year, and have contributed five dollars annually to its 
treasury, are entitled to take part, and to vote at all its pro- 
ceedings. 

Note.— The above is from the pen of a member of the con* 
gregatipn. 



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

The first Roman Catholic Church on Staten Island was or- 
ganized on the first day of April, 1839, at New Brighton. 
For some time prior to this, however, a few individuals 
professing this faith, assembled regularly every week in a 
small apartment of the *'Gun Factory,'* an establishment 
which stood at the comer of Richmond Terrace and La&yette 
Avenue, and consisted of the Factory proper and a row of 
brick two-story cottages. The ground upon which the church 
(St Peter's) was built, was donated for the purpose by the 
New Brighton Association, and will revert when it ceases to be 
used for a church of that fidth. 
• The first pastor was Rev. Ildefonso Medrano^ a native of 
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Old Spain ; he remained until Decemberi 184S| and was suc- 
ceeded by Bey. John Shanahan, whose brief pastorate termi 
nated August, 1846. Bey. James Boseyelt Bailey was the 
next pastor for a still briefer period, from August to December, 
1846. He was afterwards Bishop of Newark, and is now 
Archbishop of Baltimore. Then came Bey. Patrick Murphy, 
who was pastor from March, 1846, to February 11th, 184^ 
when he died of yellow feyer, and was interred under the 
altar. He was immediately succeeded by his brother, Bey. 
Mark Murphy, who was succeeded by the presentincumbent. 
Bey. James L. Conron, in August, 1853. 

The two brothers Murphy were remarkably quiet, unas- 
suming, and faithful men. In the church is a mural tablet 
to the memory of Patrick, in the following words : 

^'HicJacet 
In Spem BeatsB Besorreetionis 

Bev''* PATBIdini MuBPHTy 

Flresbyter Primus, nt creditur. 

Qui in hac Izunila Morhms est 

In Hiberma natusjoxta oppidum 

EnniskOlen, Seminarii S** Maria 

Ad Monies Alnminns, et in Neo- 

Eboraoo ordinatos, pastor 

EodesiflB htgos et losalflB 

Totiiis Constitatas est UU 

Momm snaTitate, Title int^pitate^ 

Zelo et doqnentia pro Deo et 

Sanota Fide, ita se commendarit vt 

Ab ommbus yere bonus pastor, et 

Quasi Apostdos InsolsB haberekir, 

Lahore tandem et morbo grari. 

Oppressor Anno ntatis sosb 80"*' 

Mense post ordinationem 15**' die 11***- 

Febniarii 1848, animam Deo reddidit 

Memoriam sui relinquens non dto 

Peritnram, sed qnsB din inter 

Fideles in benedicttone 

Serrahitiir. 

Bequiescat in Paoe." 
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(TVwuflfltfMk) 

Herelie^ 

In the hope of a Ueesed re8iinectioii» 

Bererend Patbzok Mtmrar. 

Bdieyed to be the fint priert 

Who died on this Idand. 

Bom in Ireltad» near the town of 

WnniaWlen, graduate of Mount St Mai/a Seminary, 

And ordained in New York, and 

Aj^xnnted paator of thia Cihuroh, and 

Of thia whole Idand, where^ 

By the amiability of hia diaposition and integrity of hia life. 

Zeal and doqnenee for Qod, and 

Holy faith, he so commended himael^ that 

^y all he was considered a truly good paator, and 

Aa it were^ the ApoaOe of the Idand. 

At length, worn down hy labor and a fatal digoaae^ 

Ws aoul returned to God, 

In the thirtieth year of hia age, and the 

Fifteenth monfli after hia ordination, 

February the nth, 1848; 

LeaTing a memory not aoon to be 

Forgotten, but whidi diall long remain 

Among ihe futhfid in benediction. 

May he reet in peace. 



ST. MARY'S CHUBCH, CLIFTON. 

In October, 1862, this parish and congregation were organ- 
ized by the late Archbishop Hughes, and the Rev. J. Lewis 
was appointed pastor thereof, and has oontinaed in the same 
pastorate ever sinoe. 

Immediately after his appointment, Father Lewis erected a 
temporary chapel and schools at a cost of about $8,000 ; these 
were used for five years. 

In 1867, Archbishop Hughes laid the comer-stone of St 
Mary's Church, on New York Avenge, and the edifice was 
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completed the following year, and cost about $68,000 ; it ia 
the handsomest Catholic Church on Staten Island. 

In 1868 and 1869 the rectoiy adjoining the church was built 
at a cost of $10,000. 

In 1862 Father Lewis purchased seven acres of land of the 
Parkinson estate in Southfield, and laid it out as a Cemetery ; 
he also built upon it a neat cottage for the keeper's residence. 

A large school-house, an orphan asylum for the parish, a 
residence for the Sisters of Charity, and another for the male 
teachers of the school, were built in 1864, at a cost of about 
$36,000. These schools are probably the largest on the Isl- 
and ; the books show a daily attendance of nearly four hun- 
dred pupils, who are gratuitously instructed by five Sisters 
of Charity and two lay teachers, under the supervision of the 
pastor. Father Lewis is entitied to commendation for his 
zeal and fidelity in his e£Forts to promote the spiritual and 
temporal interest of his parishioners. 



ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH, R08SVILLB. 

This church was built in 1861, and for three years thereafter 
was under the care of the church at Clifton. About 1864 

Rev. Caro became its pastor, and was succeeded by 

the Rev. Bernard McCrossen in 1867. He remained until 
1860, when the Rev. John Barry became its pastor, and is the 
present incumbent 

St Patrick's Church at Richmond was built in 1861, and 
owes its existence to the persevering e£Forts of Father Barry, 
who is its present pastor. 

St Mary's Church at Graniteville was built about 1861, 
solely by contributions from the laborers in the granite quarry 
in its vicinity. For some time, and until 1864^ it was under 
the care of Rev. Mark Murphy, of St Peter's Church, New 
Brighton. About the latter date it was annexed to the chdrch 
at RossviUe, St Joseph's, and still remains connected there- 
with. 
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INDIVIDUALS. 

Abbowsmith. — Of this name there were two on the Island 
during the first half of the last century— -Thomas and Edmond. 
They were Englishmen, and appear to have aspired to an 
aristocratic x>o6ltion in society. Thdr public services were 
chiefly of a military character. 

Bangkeb.— This was a very prominent and influential 
fiunily in its day. Adrian was a member of the Provincial 
Congress in 1776, Member of Assembly 1784, and Surrogate 
in 1787 ; he died in that office Sep. 80, 1793, and was succeed- 
ed by his son Abraham, who held the office until 1809 ; he 
had been sheriff in 1784. Adrian had a brother (Gerard also 
living on the Island. 

Bbattt.— John, and his son Edward, who died July 17, 
1825, aged over 81 years. They owned the projierty lying 
between the Moravian Church and the Patten House, and 
were prominent as friends and supporters of that church. 

BiLLOP. — ^The name is introduced here only to notice the 
fact that CoL Christopher, so eminently notorious during the 
Revolution, had a son John Willett, bap. June 11, 1769, of 
of whom we hear nothing more. If living at the time of the 
evacuation of the Island, he was a lad of 14 or thereabouts, 
and probably accompanied his &ther to the British pos- 
sessions. 

DoBLAKD.— In the latter part of the ITfh oentury, we meet 
the name of Lambert Borland frequently. He was a member 
of the Colonial Assembly in 1691, and therefore must have 
been a man of considerable importance. The name has now 
entirely disappeared from the Island. 
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Dunk.— In our local recoidsi church or county, this name 
occurs only in connection with a single individual who is 
dedgnated as John Dunn, Esq. He appears to have been a 
man of superior acquirements, and was twice elected Member 
of Assembly from the county, 1804 and 180S. He died Dea 
21, 1826, aged 67 years. Mrs. Abm. Housman, of Port 
Richmond, is his only surviving child in the county. 

GiFFOBD. — ^This name also occurs in the records only with 
reference to a single individual, as early as 1770. He was a 
man of considerable influence, and his name is perpetuated 
in the public road called from him, GiflFord's Luie, near 
Richmond. 

Harbison.— John Talbot Harrison, M.D., was bom Oct 2, 
1785, and died Mar. 6, 1863. His appointment as Health 
Officer of the port introduced him to the Island, where he 
subsequently took up his residence. He was a Member of 
Assembly for the county in 1830 and 1831, Presidential 
Elector in 1840, and member of the State Constitutional Con- 
vention in 1845. He was highly respected as a man and as 
a physician. He was the father of H. R. Harrison, M.D., 
Port Richmond. 

Le Count, or Le Contb, John— Was a man of great in- 
fluence in the county early in the last century ; he was a 
member of the Colonial Assembly in 1720, and again in 
1756 ; he was also County Judge from 1730 to 1768. 

Mablet.— There were two brothers of this name, Paul and 
Abraham, residing in the county between 1680 and 1700 ; they 
possessed considerable property, but the name has become 
extinct. They both appear to have been highly respected in 
their day and generation. 

Mioiieau.— During the last half of the last century, and the 
beginning of the present, there were several families of this 
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name in the countj, some of whom were men exceedingly 
popular. The first of the name, Paul,* was sherifE, in 1738, 
and member of the Colonial Assembly from 174B to 1761 ; his 
son Paul, however, appears to have been a great &yorite with 
the people of the county ; he was chosen to the Provincial 
Congress in 1776— '6 ; County Clerk for 20 years from 1761 ; 
County Judge for 11 years from 1786, and State Senator from 
1780 to 1792. His son Paul J. was Member of Assembly 
1798— '9 1802— '8, and Benjamin, County Treasurer in 1787. 
There was never a more popular or influential family in the 
county, but they have all disappeared. They were residents 
of WestfteUL 

Beside the above, there were individuals and families who 
once exerted a powerful influence in the county, who have 
now totally disappeared ; among them are the names of Berge, 
Adriance, StoothofE, Y^hte, Yanderbeck, Staats, Ydtman, 
Clendening, Garrabrantz, Hooglaad, Ralph, Jenners, Yan 
Wagenan, Slecht, Curenton, Spier, Hafte, Swaim, Nefius, 
Ryke, Schouten, Gray, Zutphen, Rykman, Yan Engelen, 
Metzdaer, Yan Tuyl, Pryor, Jurks, De Grammeauz, Yander- 
hoven, Richaud, 'Wlmmer, Caspers, Packer, Yan Dyck, Sim- 
senbach, Brebant Bosler, nilburgh, Yan Brakel Be Camp. 
Carhart, Corbitt, HIIou, etc., etc 



NICHOLAS GARRISON, 

The subject of this sketch was bom on Staten Island in 1701. 
After the establishment of the Episcopal Church on the Island, 
his parents connected themselves therewith, and, in the early 
history of St Andrew's Church, we find the name of Lambert 
Garrison, who was the father of Nicholas. In his thirteenth 
year he went to sea, and, after a sea-faring life of eight years, 
he came to New York, and took the command of a vessel in 
the West India trade. While thus engaged he met Spangen- 

•Vld«App.N.(SD 
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berg, ID October, 1786| od the islaDd of St Eastaoe, aDd it 
was OD board of his ship, od which the latter had takea pas- 
sage for New York, that he first begaD to be attracted towards 
the people with whom he subseqaeDtly cast Id his lot 

Od a voyage to Jamaica, Id 1740, his vessel was takeD by a 
SpaDish maD-of-war, aDd himself aDd crew carried to Cab^ 
where they were imprisoDed for more thsD a year. Id 1749 
he sailed for the West iDdies for the last time ; he had DOt, 
however, forgotteD the Dew attachmeDt which he had formed ; 
he had met CoDDt ZiDzeDdorf od the islaDd of St Thomas in 
December, 1738, aDd Id JaoDaiy of 1743 he welcomed him to 
his home od StateD Islaod. It was here tliat GkurrisoD coo- 
seDted to accompaDy the CoDDt to EDrope, aDd take charge 
of the vessel, by which he desigDed to seDd a reiDforoemoDt 
of brethreD aDd sisters to PeDDsylvaDia. 

Id pDrsDaDce of this object, he embarked with SSDzeDdorf 
aDd his compaDy, JaDaary 30, 1743, od board the ship 
'' Jacob," Capt Ketteltas, for LoDdoD ; thcDce he crossed to 
the coDtiDeDt aDd arrived at MarieDboni Id March, aDd was 
there admitted to chorch fellowship. Id the foUowiDg Jddc, 
he retDmed to EDgland to complete his arraDgemoDts for the 
traDsportatioD of the coloDists mcDtioDed above, aDd took 
commaod of a vessel called **The lattle StreDgth.'' 

The ship, od her voyage to America, was captDred, bDt h^ 
crew aDd passeogers were ezchaDged ; bDt whether they ever 
reached America is DDcertaiD, thoDgh GarrisoD ^d, for in 
April, 1745, we fiDd him accompaDyiDg Boehler, ADthoDy 
Seyffert Aimers, aDd PryzeliDS, to Europe, od the diip called 
'' The QueeD of HDDgary," CaptaiD HiltoD. This vessel, also, 
was captared by a FreDch privateer off the Scilly IslaDds, and 
taken iDto the harbor of St Malo. Id coDsequeDce of this 
delay, it was Jane before GarrisoD reached MarieDboni. Here 
he remained during 1746. Id 1747 he took commaDd of a 
ship which had beeD fitted ODt with supplies aud timber for 
the Hemhutt Missiou, Id Greenland. On his return, he was 
appointed to the command of a snow, which was then build- 
ing for the brethren on Staten Island. Accordingly, he sailed 
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for New York, and reached bis home on the Island in Jnne, 
1748. The snow, called '^The Irene," went to sea for the 
first time September 8, 1748. The next year he made a voy- 
age with the Irene to Greenland. In 1766 he resigned the 
command of the vessel in favor of bis tmsty mate, Christian 
Jacobson, and went to (Germany. Though he had resolved 
to abandon the sea^ he was prevailed upon to visit Datch 
Guiana, and effect the purchase of lands on the Corentyn and 
Rio de Berbice, for the use of the brethren's mission. Re- 
turning to (Germany, he settled at Neisky, or Neisse, in Prus- 
sian Silesia. In 1763 he left Europe, and selected Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, as the home of his declining years. It was he 
who gave the name of Neisky to the wooded heights that 
skirt the southern limits of the borough of Bethlehem, where 
the old sailor was wont to pass his leisure hours. He died 
September 24, 1781 ; his widow, Mary Ann, survived until 
1799. He made his will April 7, 1766, in which he makes be- 
quests to his sons Nicholas* John Lambert, and Benjamin, 
and to his wife the money due to him from the Diacony, or 
Economy, at Bethlehem. In January, 1769, he appended a 
codicil to his will, in which he speaks of his estate as nearly 
expended. 

We are not positively assured that the Lambert Ghurrison, 
whose name is mentioned in Queen Ann's charter of St An- 
drew's Church, and who was sheriff of the county in 1702, 
was the father of Nicholas, but the probability is that he was, 
as we find the name Lambert among the sons of Nicholas. 



ABRAHAM JONBS. 

By referring to our list of Members of Assembly, it will be 
seen that the name of this individual stands first, and that he 
was debarred from taking his seat in that body on account of 
his sympathy with the royal cause ; in other words, his lory 
proclivities. He was the owner of a large tract of land at 
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the present New Springville, a -part of which is now owned 
and occupied by his great grandson Hiram J. Corseni Esq. 
He was very active in promoting the cause of the king, and 
thus rendered himself obnoxious to the whigs on the other 
side of the Sound. He held a commission as captain in the 
regiment of loyal provincials, or tories. The following anec* 
dote is related of him. One night a number of whigs, who 
had resolved to attempt his capture, crossed the Sound and 
made their way, undiscovered, to his house. Rapping loudly 
at the door, they awakened the captain, who raised the win- 
dow and inquired what they wanted. ^* Captain Jones,'' 
replied one of them, '* hurry down, the rebels are coming, 
and making for this house." Hastily dressing himself, he 
came out of the door and inquired where the rebeU were! 
^' Here," said the first speaker, "here we are, and you must 
go with us." He had fidlen into the trap prepared for him, 
and was carried into New Jersey. We are unable to state 
how long he was detained. At the close of the war many of 
the former toricA on the Island took the oath of all^;ianoe to 
the new government, and thus saved their estates. Whether 
Oaptain Jones did so, we do not know, but as his property 
was not confiscated, it is to be presumed he did. After the 
tory exodus to Canada, he went there also, for what purpose 
is not known, but he did not remain long ; on his homeward 
voyage he became ill, and died on board his ship, and was 
buried at i 



DAVID MERSEREAU. 

Among the prominent citizens of Staten Island of the past, 
may be mentioned the late David Mersereau, Esq. He was 
bom about the year 1769, and died in April, 1885, aged sixty- 
six years. His remains lie interred in the burial ground of 
the Reformed Church at Port Richmond, near the southeast 
corner of the church, within a few feet of the public highway, 
and the spot is marked by a high marble monument Early 
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in life he married Cornelia, the daughter of Abraham Rolf, 
who owned and occapied the property lately belonging to the 
estate of Mrs. Jane Barger, on the Shore Road, in the 8d 
ward of the Village of New Brighton, through the middle of 
which the pablic road called Burger Avenue now runs. 
Shortly after his marriage he removed to Currituck, Virginia, 
where he opened a store, which, under the management of 
his wife, proved a success, Mr. Mersereau himself being oc- 
cupied with other pursuits, fie remained at the South sev- 
eral years, and accumulated a considerable amount of money. 
Having concluded to return to the North, he and his family 
embarked on a small schooner, in the hold of which he had 
stowed his personal effects, with a quantity of staves on the 
deck. During the voyage they encountered a violent storm, 
which capsized the vessel, and all except Mr. Mersereau and 
his wife were drowned. By great exertion he succeeded in 
bringing her to the bottom of the vessel, from which she was 
repeatedly washed by the waves, but as often recovered by 
him. At length, totally exhausted, she slipped from the ves- 
sel, and sank beyond recovery. For forty-eight hours he 
clung to his precarious support, until a passing Philadelphia 
vessel, which he signalled by waving his coat, rescued him. 
This was not his only escape from a wfitery grave ; at one 
time he was thrown into the sea from a small boat, at the 
South, but escaped by swimming to the shore half a mile 
distant At another time his boat was ui>set by a squall off 
Port Johnson, sometimes called ** Rotten Meadow," but he 
was rescued by a passing vesseL 

In November, 1779, he purchased of his &ther- in-law Rolf 
the property above mentioned, containing 140 acres. The 
farm house, built by the father of Mr. Rol( stood near the 
site of the present mansion house of Mrs. Bement, and after 
tlie &shion of the day was constructed of stone, long and 
low. 

The Burger house, wluch recently stood fronting the water, 
but now removed further up the Avenue, was built for Mr. 
Mersereau by John Hilleker, a builder of some note at that 
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time. Here he lived with his mother for several yearSi antil 
she married Peter Prall, who lived in the house now occupied , 
by Eder Yreeland, Esq., not far from Graniteville. 

On this farm Mr. Mersereau built a tannery, which he i 
placed under the superintendency of Stephen Wood. The 
tanner* s house stood on^ or very near the site of the reddenoe 
of A. W. Sexton, and the remidnsof the vats were visible un- 
til recently. Mr. Mersereau's second wife was Maria Bennett 
of Long Island, a sister of the wife of the late Rev. P. J. Van 
Pelty D.D. By her he had but one child, a daughter who 
married Henry F. Heberton, Esq., of Philadelphia, and they 
were the parents of Mrs. C. J. Good and her sister Mrs. 
Curry, of Port Richmond. 

Beside the farm already mentioned, Mr. Mersereau* was the 
owner of several latge and valuable parcels of real estate. 
At one time he owned all those lots lying between the Mill 
Road and the Pond, and extending from the Shore Road to 
the Post Farm. He also owned the mill afterwards known as 
Bodine's mill, and the property adjacent ; he built another 
mill at the termination of the Old Place Road ; he also built 
the two brick houses on the Shore Road, Port Richmond, 
near Jewetf s White Lead Works, one of which he sold to 
his brother-in-law, l)r. Van Pelt, and in the other he resided 
until he died. In connection with this house, he owned SO 
acres of land which his executors sold to Peter N. and Eder 
V. Haughwout, and which now constitutes an important and 
beautiful portion of the Village of Port Richmond. The 
large building usually known as the Port Richmond or Con- 
tinental Hotel, at one time belonged to him ; fix>m the wharf 
in front of this hotel, John Ryers ran a ferry boat to New 
York, fare 26 cents. John HiUeker, who built the house 
next east of the brick house occupied by Mr. Mersereau, 
built a wharf nearly opposite his residence, the remains of 
which are still to be seen, from which he ran an opposition 
ferry, fare 18 cents. Mr. Mersereau bought both of these 
ferries, and ran his boats from the old wharl At the time 
Ryers ran his ferry, the place was known as "Ryers* 
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Ferry ;'' after the change of owners, it was called '* Mer- 
sereau's Ferry," by which name it was known until that of 
,Port Richmond supplanted it 

Mr* Mersereau was a very active and enterprising man, of 
a benevolent disposition, and exceedingly kind to his slaves, 
of whom he had several ; one of them, *^ Old Holly," may be 
remembered by some persons still living. 

The following characteristic anecdote is related of Mr. M. 
Early one morning a stranger was found lying on the old 
wharf at Port Bichmond, who was either very ill, or by some 
means had been severely injured ; though stUl living, he was 
unconscious when found ; nobody recognized him or remem- 
bered ever to have seen him before. A great many people 
were naturally attracted to the spot, and among them Mr. 
Mersereau. The inquiry was, what was to be don^ with him ; 
one had no time to attend to him ; another had no accommoda- 
tions for lum, and each looked on him and went on his way. 
At length a clerxyman came to look at him, and when Mr. 
M. inquired what had better be done.witii the man, replied 
that he was unable to advise about the matter, and passed on. 
At length Mr. M. and a colored man were the only ones left 
with the stranger ; *^ Come," said he to his companion, *Vthe 
priest and the Levite have looked upon him and gone on their 
ways ; we will be the Samaritans, and perform our duty as 
neighbors to the stranger," and they provided for his com- 
fort 

Mr. M. was Member of Assembly from this County in 
1807-'8 and '9, Supervisor of Northfield in 1816, and for many 
years one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. 



NATHAN BARRETT. 

Nathan Barrett was born on the second day of February, 
1790, in what is now the town of Hope, Waldo county. State 
of Maine, that State being then a territorial dependency of 
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Massachusetts. In early life be was apprenticed to a tanner, 
and served hts full term of apprenticeship. During this 
period he was called upon to assist in defending the coast 
from the aggressions of the British, who were then menacing it 
but he was never engaged in any important military enterprise* 
When he was ^'out of his time/' an affection in one of his 
arms rendered him unable to follow the business to which he 
had been trained ; consequently, he entered into the employ- 
ment of a relative who carried on the dyeing business in 
Boston, where he learned to be a finisher. In 1819, when the 
New York Dyeing and Printing Establishment was organised 
and located on Staten Island, he was one of the orij^nal 
stockholders, and was appointed superintendent of the 
finishing department In 18S3, he was appointed general 
superintendent of the works of the establishment which he 
conducted with great ability, and to the great profit of the 
stockholders. In the autumn of 1861, he resigned his posi- 
tion and severed his connections with the company, and im- 
mediately commenced the erection of the extensive dyeing 
works on Cherry Lane, which went into operation March 
17th, 1862. This establishment wais under his control and 
direction until July, 1886, on the 12th day of which month 
he sailed for Europe with the double purpose of improving 
his health, and acquiring information of the European im* 
provements in dyeing, and its kindred arts. During bis 
absence he visited England, Scotland, Ireland and Francei 
in which latter country he was taken seriously iU, and re- 
turned to England, and died in London on the 8d day of 
October, 1866. His remains were conveyed to his home, and 
interred in his family burial ground, in the Staten Island 
Cemetery, North Shore. 

In person, OoL Barrett was a large man, and dignified in 
his demeanor. In politics he professed to be a democrat, but 
refused to be bound by party ties. He had no political 
aspirations, though such was his popularity and acknowl- 
edged ability, ttiat he might have attidned high position had 
he derired it He was twice supervisor of Castieton, and 
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once saperintendent of the poor of the coantj, and these 
were the highest political offices he was ever willing to ac- 
cept He obtained his title of Colonel by being elected to 
that office by the Staten Island regiment About 1882 he 
purchased the farm of Cornelius Britton on the North 
Shore, which extended from Broadway to near Taylor street ; 
the western portion of it he sold, and laid out the remainder 
into several streets, and a large number of lots, which is now 
known as *^ the village." 

During his term of service as supervisor, he initiated the 
proceedings against the corrupt ^* ring," which had so long 
preyed upon the county treasury, and as a superintendent of 
the poor, he happened to be *' the right man in the right 
place." He found our county poor-house in a disgraceful 
condition ; the poor were not provided with knives, forks, or 
spoons, nor even with a table, but took their allotted portion 
of food, and slunk away into holes and corners to devour it 
like dogs ; there was no separate accommodations for the 
sexes, no conveniences for cleanliness, no provisions for 
educating the children, but all was disorder, confusion and 
filth. Col. Barrett soon inspired his associates with his spirit, 
and the necessary improvements were at once commenced ; 
new buildings were erected, and reformatory measures 
adopted in every department^ and to the minutest details, 
and before his term expired he had succeeded in bringing 
the institution to its present respectable condition. 

He was liberal, but unostentatious in his benelkction, up- 
right and consistent in his Christian deportment, and for 
several years before his decease, a member and an officer of 
Trinity Chapel, afterwards the Church of the Ascenuon. 
In eY&ry sense he was a public benefactor, an exemplary 
citizen, and a good man. 



CORNELIUS VANDBRBILT. 

It is seldom, indeed, that individual enterprise and genius 
have accomplished results so important, so universally bene- 
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ficial not only to the individaal himself, bnt to the oommun- 
ity, to the country, and to the world, as in the instance of 
the individual whose name stands at the head of this sketch. 
Cornelias Yanderbilt was bom on Staten Island, on the 
27th day of May, 1794. His father's family was of Holland 
descent, and had emigrated to America about the middle of 
the 17th century. His father, whose name was Cornelius also, 
was not remarkable for any peculiar traits of character, but 
was recognized as an industrious and honest man, engaged in 
agriculture chiefly. As there were no regular ferries estab- 
lished at that time between the Island and the city, he, as 
well as many others who were similarly engaged, owned a 
small sail-boat, or periaugua, with which to convey the pro- 
duce of his ]and to a market in the city. It was usual among 
the fimners on the Island, who were owners of these vessels, 
to accommodate their neighbors, who had none of thdr own, 
to convey their articles to market also, and this necessity 
finally led to the establishment of regular ferries. It would 
occupy too much of our space to describe the struggles of 
the boy Cornelius to become the owner of a boat of his own, 
and how he eventually succeeded, and how to his gratifica- 
tion and pride, hebeoEime *^ Captain Cornell" before he be- 
came a man. It would be interesting to trace the workings 
of his indomitable perseverance to force a way for himself 
through life, to their wonderful results, but we can only 
glance at the prominent events in his career. For several 
years he was engaged in carrying passengers and fireight to 
and from the city and Long Island, accumulating and saving 
until, at the age of eighteen, he found himself the Captain 
* and principal owner of one of the laigest i>eriauguas which 
navigated the bay, bedde being interested in several others 
engaged in the same business. In December, 1818, he was 
married to Miss Sophia Johnson, also a native of the Island, 
and the next year removed his residence to New York. About 
this time he became owner and master of the largest and fast- 
est periaugua in the bay, which may be remembered by some 
yet living, as the *' Dread." In 1810, he and hisbrother-in law^ 
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Capt John Be Foreest, built the schooner Charlotte, (so Darned 
after the Captain's wife), which was regarded as something 
extraordinary at that time, and which proved to be a suc- 
cessful vesseL 

In 1817 he attracted the notice oi Thomas Gibbons, who 
was engaged in carrying passengers between New York and 
Philadelphia in steamboats, which Just then began to be ex- 
tensivelj employed, and was offered the situation of captain 
of one of them, still spoken of by those whose memories go 
back to that date, as **The Mouse in the Mountain," at a 
salary of one thousand dollars per year. This was not half 
as much as he was making by his sailing vessels, but his clear 
head perceived that steam must eventually triumph; he 
therefore accepted the offer, that he might render himself 
&miliar with tMs new motive power. 

A few months after he had commenced his new career, he 
was asrigned to a larger boat, **The Bellona,'' then Just 
completed. Mr. Yanderbilt then removed to Elizabethport, 
and shortly after to New Brunswick, to which all Philadel- 
phia passengers were conveyed, and from which they were 
carried by coaches across the State. At the solicitation of 
his employer, he undertook to conduct the hotel, at which 
the passengers remained all night, in connection with the 
steamboat, and made both remunerative, which they had not 
been before. In 1827, he leased the Elizabethport and New 
York ferry from Mr. Gibbons for seven years, at the expira- 
tion of which the lease was renewed for seven years more. 
This also proved to be successful under his management 

Having obtained the skill and experience which he had 
desired, he cut loose from Gibbons, though tempting offers 
were made to him to remain, and the man was master of 
himself again. 

Immediately he commenced building steamboats, and estab- 
lished lines on Long Island Sound and on the Hudson river, 
running in opposition to lines long established, but as his 
boats were better and faster, and his rates lower, success 
again crowned his efforts. The discovery of gold in Califor- 



AKSAL8 OF 8TATB2C I8LAHB. 815 

nia, and the oonaequeDt rash to that coantry, saggested a new 
enterprise to his ever active mind, which culminated in the 
establishment of a route «to Nicarauga» in July, 1861, with 
steamers on both oceans. In 18S3 he sold his steamers to the 
Transit Company. About this time he built the *' North Star," 
and with his family made the tour of Europe in it The 
vessel attracted the attention and admiration of the people 
i^nd the press at every port at which she touched, and the 
man who could conceive the idea, and had the means of 
building such a vessel, which eclipsed all the barges of 
royalty, attracted no less attention and wonder. 

In 1865 he established a line of steamers from New York 
to Havre, which, like every enterprise that had felt the maf^c 
of his touch, proved eminently successfuL Among these 
steamers was the Yanderbilt, which proved to be the swiftest 
ocean steamer afloat 

In the Spring of 1863, unlike thousands of others who took 
advantage of the necessities of the country to promote their 
own ]>ersonal interests, he gave the splendid stMmerVander- 
but to the Oovemment, a most munifident and timely gift, 
which Congress recognized by a vote of thanks and of a gold 
medal. This steamer was of 5,000 tons burden, and cost eight 
hundred thousand dollars. 

During the time he was occupied in the steamboat budness, 
he built and owned over one hundred steam vessels of all 
descriptions. 

The history of the life of such a man as Cornelius 
Yanderbilt, presents too many prominent points to be taken 
up and considered in detail, in a sketch necessarily brief: we 
can therefore but summarily glance at what remains to be 
narrated. 

Of late years he has gradually withdrawn himself from all 
connection with steamboat budness, and turned his attention 
to railroads. In this, as in all else he ever undertook, he has 
not been content until he could stand at the head, and is now 
recognized as the railroad king of the country ; his influence 
is felt far and wide, and he has it in his power materially to 
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affect the basiness of the coantry ; Wall Street quakes as he 
passes through it, for the keea and vigilant spirits of that 
habitation of Mammon recognize the presence of a mastei^. 

The query naturally presents itself, wherein lies the secret 
of this extraordinary success! It cannot be ascribed to a 
combination of fortunate circumstances, for there was little 
or no failure in anything he undertook. Perhaps it lies in 
his power to judge more than in anything else. In the words 
of another, ^*He appears to possess an intuitive judgment of 
men and things. Consequently all his plans are first care- 
fully considered ; every possible contingency provided for, 
so that when he executes them he strikes with a strong arm, 
because a confident one." With such judgment, combined 
with energy and perseverance, success was the natural result 

There is another feature in the character of Commodore 
Yanderbilt, which must not be overlooked ; he has not suf- 
fered his intercourse and struggles with the world to harden 
his heart or to extinguish the kindlier emotions of his nature ; 
it is said that when he returned from his European excursion 
in the North Star, the steamer was stopped when she arrived 
opposite the residence of his mother, and he went on shore to 
greet her first of all on his return. 

The rich are usually regarded as uncharitable ; it has even 
passed into a proverb that wealth is selfish, but to the rich 
men of the present generation, at least, the adage is not ap- 
plicable. Commodore Yanderbilt^ s benefactions have not 
been ostentatious, but they have bten numerous and valuable, 
to what extent will only be known when that day which shall 
reveal all things, shall have arrived. 

In the Moravian Cemetry on Staten Island, is an elegant and 
costly mausoleum, crowned with a beautiful marble statue 
of Grief. Within its granite walls lie enclosed the dust of 
many who were dear to him while they lived, and where his 
own venerable form is destined to repose in peace, when the 
strife of life is over. . 

Since the above was written, Commodore Yanderbilt has 
departed this life. After a protracted illness, he died January 
4th, 18T7, 
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DANIEL D. TOAfPKINS. 

The subject of this sketch was bom at Scarsdale, (Fox 
Meadows,) in the county of Westchester, N. Y., on the 2l8t 
day of June, 1774. He was the seventh son of Jonathan O. 
Tompkins, who was one of only three persons who adhered 
to the cause of the country during the Bevolution in the town 
where they redded, and lived to see his son not only repeat- 
edly elected to the office of Governor of his native State, but 
elevated to the second office of the nation. Governor Tomp- 
kins was educated at Columbia College, and admitted to the 
bar in 1797. In 1788 he married Hannah, daughter of Mangle 
Minthome, a wealthy resident of New York City, bis wiiSa, 
at the time of the marriage, being only abdeen years of age. 
He at once took a high stand in hia profession. In 1801 he 
was chosen a representative of the city in the convention to 
revise the Constitution of the State. In 1802 he was elected 
a Member of the Legislature of the State. In 1804 he was ap- 
pointed a puisne Judge of the Supreme Court, to fill the va- 
cancy made by the election of Justice Morgan to the office of 
governor. In 1806 and -'6 he was a Member of Congress. In 
1807 he was elected Gk>vemor of the State over Morgan Lewis. 
The term of office of the governor then was three years, and 
in 1810 he was re-elected over Jonas Piatt In 1818 he was 
re-elected over Stephen Van Bensselaer. In 1816 he was 
again elected governor, Bufus King then opposing him. In 
1817 he was elected Vice-President of the United States, and, 
consequently, redgned the office of governor, and was suc- 
ceeded by John Taylor, then lieutenant-governor. In 18S1 
he was chosen a delegate from the county of Richmond to the 
constitutional convention of the State ; of this body he was 
appointed president, and it was the last public office which 
he held. He died on the 11th day of June, 1826, at his resi- 
dence on Staten Idand. 

In his official capacity during the last war with Great Brit- 
ain, he had frequent occasion to visit the military works at 
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the Narrows, and thus became familiar with the beaatifal 
sites on the Island. On the 12th of June, 1814, he made his 
first purchase of land in Richmond County ; it was a tract of 
forty-seven acres, covering a part of Tompkinsville. Subse- 
quently he bought several other parcels, until he became the 
owner of nearly seven hundred acres. The village which bore 
his' name until it was absorbed by the corporations of New 
Brighton and Edgewater, was laid out by him, and the streets 
stUl known as Arietta, Minthome, Griffen, Sarah Ann, and 
Hannah, were named after his children. About 1816, at his 
own personal expense, he laid out and opened the public 
road known as Richmond Turnpike across the Island, from 
the landing at Tompkinsville to the Blaring Star Ferry, now 
known as linoleumville, a distance of over eight miles, to the 
width of four rods, and was instrumental in establishing a 
line of stages thereon, which, in connection with his own 
steamboat, the Nautilus, for many years was the route of 
travel between New York and Philadelphia. 

During his residence on the Island, he and his family 
worshipped in the Reformed Dutch Church at Port Richmond, 
until the church of the same denomination at Tompkinsville 
was built, upon land donated, and with funds largely con- 
tributed by himselfl He was a warm friend of the pastor of 
that church, Rev. P. L Van Pelt, D.D., and aided hhn 
liberally in his numeroas benevolent enterprises. 

The last public effort of Governor Tompkins was the 
delivery of an oration in the church at Tompkinsville on the 
National Anniversary, 18S8. 

Towards the close of his life he was doomed to suffer 
pecuniary embarrassments, owing to the tardy Justice of his 
country, and though numerous obstacles were thrown in his 
way in his efforts to collect what was Justly due to him, he 
finally triumphed over them alL 

A contemporary says of him: ^*We fondly turn our 
recollections towards him as one of the most amiable, 
benevolent and true-hearted men that ever lived. He bore 
the stamp of this feeling of kindliness towards his fellow 
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men, in his open and frank countenanoei in his easy and 
unaffected address, in the very tones of his voioei in his every 
day intercourse with society.'' 

His remains were interred in the fSeunily vault in SL Mark's 
Church, in the city of New York. 



SAMUEL RUSSELL SMITH, M.D. 

Dr. Smith was born at Waterbury, Connecticut^ on the 
10th day of April, 1801. Of his early youth we know but 
little, but at the age of fourteen he became a clerk in a book- 
store in the city of New York. After serving in this capacity 
for a time, he entered the drug business, and at the same time 
commenced the study of medicine, which he prosecuted to a 
successful issue, graduating at the University of the State of 
New York, in the class of 1828. In May of that year, he 
came to Tompkinsville, and began the practice of his pro- 
fession, which he pursued successfully until his death, which 
occurred December 34th, 1861. 

In person. Dr. Smith was slightly under the ordinary 
stature ; of a frame by no means robust, but active in all his 
movements. His voice was soft and low, and a smile per- 
]>etually played upon his countenance, which was indicative 
of the kindness and benevolence of his heart He devoted 
himself assiduously to his profession, in which he was 
remarkably successful. He was no respecter of persons, 
for all ranks and conditions of life equally recdved his atten- 
tions when required. As an instance of tiie goodness of his 
heart, the following anecdote is worthy of preservation. 

One cold winter night, after a more than ordinary fatiguing 
day's work, he was awakened by a loud rap at his door. 
Upon answering the call, he found a poor lighterman there, 
who said his wife required the doctor's services as soon as 
possible. *' I will come immediately," was his reply. /With- 
out delay he prepared himself to face the snow-storm, which 
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was raging without, and hastened to the lighterman's dwell- 
ing. After he had performed the duty required of him, and 
as he was preparing to return to his home, the lighterman 
tendered him five silver dollars, at the same time remarking, 
'* I have been saving up this money for several weeks, know- 
ing that I would soon need your services, but as there is but 
little doing in my business at tills season of the year, it is 
all I have been able to raise." 

'*No, no," replied th^ doctor, putting his hand behind 
him, ** you need that money Just now more than I do ; your 
expenses, in the present condition of your family, will be 
heavier than usual, so instead of taking your money, you 
must allow me to add to it," at the same time laying a five 
dollar bank note upon the table, and hurrying away to avoid 
hearing the poor man's expressions of gratitude. This was 
so characteristic of the man, that when the recipient of the 
doctor's bounty related the circumstance to his fellows on the 
following morning, :t created no surprise whatever, but one 
of them remarked, '' That's just like Dr. Smith." Though 
the saying that a man '*had not an enemy in the world" has 
become exceedingly trite, it was never more applicable than 
to the subject of this sketch. The grief of the community 
at his death was universal. 
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THE NEW YORK DYEING AND PRINTING ESTAB- 

LISHMENT. 

This establishment was organized in the year 1819, under 
the firm name of Barrett, lUeston & Co., and continued in 
successful operation for a period of about six years ; a char- 
ter of incorporation was then obtained under the title which 
heads this article. The late Samuel Marsh was elected 
President, which position he held with great credit to himself 
and profit to the stockholders until his death, which occurred 
after he had been elected President for the forty-ninth suc- 
cessive year. 

The business of the Establishment is the dyeing and 
cleansing of all kinds of garments for ladies and gentlemen, 
as well as goods in the piece and in wholesale quantities. 

This Establishment also carried on the silk printing very 
extensively, employing at one time sixty block printers and 
as many attendants, and also printing by steam power. By 
this branch of manufacture the ix^ular silk handkerchiefs 
were introduced, and sold in every State in the Union. 
• The steady increase of the business of the concern com- 
pelled a corresponding increase in buildings and machinery, 
until it is now the lai^est and most complete establishment of 
the kind in the United States, if not in the world. 

To give the reader an idea of the immense business carried 
on here, we must commence with the receiving room, where 
the goods are deposited each day when received from its 
offices in New York. In this department about forty females 
are employed in tacking the goods and sewing thread numbers 
on each article, in every department 

Next to this is the Silk Fancy Dye House, where fifty men 
are employed in dyeing all kinds of silk goods, ribbons, tis- 
sues, barages, velvets, dresses, and in fact all kinds of silk 
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goods which are found in our market The dyers in charge 
of this department are very skilful, and of these the Estab- 
lishment always has a full corps. 

Adjoining this is the wholesale Worsted Dye House, where 
merinos, delains, alpacas, tabby velvets and a variety of other ' 
goods, are skilfully converted from unsaleable to saleable 
colors. A large amount of machinery is employed in these 
departments, as well as in the finishing rooms where the goods 
are taken after being dyed. Here also much skill is em- 
ployed in giving the dyed fabric the appearance of new goods. 

Passing from this branch of the work, we come to the Book 
back department, where about fifty men are employed in the 
manufacture of book-binders^ cloUi. Here is machinery of 
the value of more than $76,000 in constant operation. Thif 
Establishment has obtained a perfection in this branch, un- 
equalled by any similar concern in this country, and sur- 
passed by none elsewhere. A constant addition of valuable 
machinery is rendered necessary in order to keep pace with 
the growing demand of trade. 

Next in order is the Cotton Dye House, where are upwards 
of thirty dyeing machines constantly running. Here maybe 
seen every variety of cotton fkbrics, such as window shades 
or Hollands, umbrella cloth, wigans, selesias, serges, cambrics, 
&c. These goods are received direct from the mills, done up 
in bales, and before dyeing are singed by being passed over 
red hot iron plates to remove the lint or fibres, after which they 
are bleached in large tubs, which contain about two tons of 
cotton each. When thoroughly white and clean, the goods 
are sent to the dye-house and dyed to the colors ordered ; 
after which they are taken to the Calendar Room, where are 
ten large calendars constantly at work on these goods to 
finish or glaze them. From this the goods are taken to the 
folding and packing rooms, where they are made ready for 
shipment to the merchants. These departments employ 
seventy-five men and women. 

Where so much machinery is in constant motion, there is 
also much wear and tear, which renders it necessary to keep 
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all kinds of mechanics on the premises. The most noticeable 
in this line is the Machine Shop with its expensive lathes and 
other tools; five men are ordinarily employed here. The 
Carpenter's Shop, with its circular saws, planing mills, etc., 
employs five men. The Blacksmith Shop and Plumber's 
Shop has four men. 

On the premises is a Maxam gas machine, which furnishes 
gas for the Establishment made from gasoline. 

The steam power is furnished by thirteen boilers, and the 
. I motive power by two large and six smaller engines ; it requires 

three thousand tons of coal per annum to supply these 
t>oiler8. 

Attached to the premises is a large pond covering an area 
of several acres, which supplies the establishment witii water. 

Mr. J. T. Young, President, »nd Mr. Joshua Mersereau, 
Secretary, are gentlemen well known for their sterling bum- 
ness qualifications, and to whom the Establishment is largely 
indebted for its present growth and prosperity. 

The principal office of the company is 98 Duane street ; be- 
sides which, it has other offices at 753 Broadway, and 610 
Sixth Avenue, New York; 166 and 168 Pierrepont street, 
Brooklyn, and 40 North Eighth street, Philadelphia. 



BARRETT, NEPHEWS & CO.'S FANCY DYEING 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

TUs establishment is located on Cherry Lane, in the sixth 
ward of the village of New Brighton. It was organized in 
March, 1861, by Col. Nathan Barrett, Nathan M. Heal, Joseph 
H. Heal, Edwin B. Heal and Abraham C. Wood, who formed 
the copartnership under the above title, the buildings having 
been erected the previous year. 

The capital originallj invested was $13,000, of which Col. 
Barrett contributed one-half. The business went on steadily 
and prosperously from its commencement ; much of the 
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profits was anauallj invested in enlargements and improve- 
ments both in buildings and machinery. 

The health of GoL Barrett b^gan to fail seriouslj in 1865, 
and he determined to take a voyage to Europe, hoping to de- 
rive benefit therefrom phydcally, and to accomplish a long ' 
cherished desire of visiting French and English Dy^g Estab- 
lishments! in order to gain information that might be of 
service to this Establishment^ founded prindpally by his 
enterprise, capital and skill, and in the success of which he 
felt a deep interest His intelligent foresight induced him, 
with the consent and approval of his associates, to take the 
necessary steps to place the concern on the best foundation for 
stability, by changing the copartnership into a corporation, 
which was done on the 13th day of July 1805, with a capital 
of $182,000, represented by thirteen hundred and twenty 
shares of one hundred dollars each. The day this change 
was consummated he sailed for Europe. Very soon after his 
arrival out, his disease assumed a more virulent aspect, and 
he died in the city of London on the 8d day of October, 1865 ; 
thas were frustrated his hopes and his purposes. 

The members of the original co-partnership were also the 
stockholders in the new corporation ; GoL Barrett being the 
first President, Nathan M. Heal, V. Pres't, and Abm. C. 
Wood, Secretary and Treasurer. After the decease of OoL 
Barrett, Mr. N. M. Heal was chosen President, and Joseph 
H. Heal V. Pres% Mr. Wood continuing in the offices orij^* 
nally held by him, and these continue to be the officers of 
the Company to the present time. 

In 1862 the budness of the Company had so increased as 
to require a larger supply of water than their streams and 
pond afforded. In this emergency, some land, vrith several 
springs of fine water, was purchased from the late Bev. 
Samuel White, distant about three thousand feet from the 
Establishment, and below its level ; pipes were laid under- 
ground, through which the water Is forced by a steam pump 
as occasion requires. In 1866 it was deemed advisable to 
secure a still larger supply, and the Company purchased the 
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fkrm of the late Jolm M. Post, containing twenty-eight acres, 
adjacent to the first purchase, on which were copious springs 
of excellent water. This latter investment has, in eveiy 
respect, been a profitable one to the stockholders. Its in- 
ception and successful consummation are to be attributed to 
the sagacity and good judgment of the President, Mr. 
Nathan M. Heal. 

The buildings of the Company cover an area of an acre 
and a quarter, and the business, when in full operation, gives 
employment to about four hundred persons. 



PmEBRICK AND GAS RETORT MANUFACTORY. 

Midway between Rossville and Tottenville, on the shore of 
the Sound, and in the hamlet known as Kreischerville, are 
''The New York Fire-Brick, and Staten Island Clay Retort 
Works." In this establishment fire-bricks and gas retorts 
are manufactured. The works cover an acre and a quarter 
of land, and was established in 1846 by B. Kreischer, Esq., 
but the style of the firm now is '* B. Kreischer and Son.'/ 
On the opposite shore, in the State of New Jersey, are similar 
works, but the material there found is inferior to that found 
at Kjeischerville, which is a very white and homogeneous 
clay. This material is also used for putting a gloss on paper, 
and by the aid of sulphuric acid, alum may be produced. 
The clay is dug from pits, and is found at various depths 
from the sur&ce. The value of the articles manufoctured 
here amounts to about fifty thousand dollars annually, and 
the amount of capital invested is about one hundred thousand 
dollars. The number of men employed is from fifty to 
seventy-five, and sometimes more. 

The composition of the material used in this establishment 
is very similar, if not identical, with that found near Amboy, 
in New Jersey, the analysis of which by Prof. Cook is as 
follows: 
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Alumina 8».»4 

SUicic acid, combined 4S.SS 

Silicic acid, free l.« 

Silica, qnartz sand. 71 

Peroxide of iron 41 

Potash 47 

Tltanicacid 1.88 

Water, combined 18.44 



100.04 
Office 68 Ooerck Streeti New York. 



LINOLEUM COMPANY. 

A short distance southwest of Long Neck, or Trayisville, 
as it is now called, at the westerly extremity of Richmond 
Tompike, on the shores of Staten Island Sound, stand the 
works of **The American linoleum Manufacturing Com- 
pany," a new enterprise, recently located on the Island, and 
the only one of the kdnd in the United States. It is a Joint- 
stock concern, ¥dth a capital of $4B0,00Q| three-fourths of 
which is owned in England. The article manubctured is the 
'< Patent Linoleum Floor-cloth," made from pulverized or 
ground cork and linseed oil, an article quite as ornamental as 
oil-cloth, but much more durable, and though more costly at 
first, is much cheaper on account of its durability. 

The Company own about 200 acres of land, and commenced 
building in August, 1873, and the works now (May, 1878) 
cover an area of about seven acres. The manufiictured goods 
were in market for the first time in January, 1875. They 
employ ordinarily about sixty men, and their collective steam 
power is that of about 140 hordba 

Mr. Joseph Wild is the president of the company, and 
Mr. J. Cartledge manufacturing director. 

The office of the Company la at 00 and OS Thomas Street, 



828 ANNAL8 OF 6TAT£K ISLAND. 

New York city ; Mr. C. H. Pepper, 1283 Broadway, is the 
retail agent 

The article manafactored by this Company is becoming 
constantly more popular, requiring a continued increase of 
facilities for producing it. 



WHITELEAD AND LINSEED OIL MANUFACTORIES. 

A few rods east of the old steamboat landing at Port Rich- 
mond, and between the Shore road and the shore of Rill Van 
Kull, are the Whitelead works of John Jewett and Sons ; 
this constituted the original firm ; the present consists of O. 
W. Jewett, J. A. Dean, C. H. Jewett and O. D. Jewett 

The works are built upon the site of the old oil fiictory, 
which was burned many years ago, and have been much en- 
larged and extended since their first erection in 1842. They 
now occupy two and a half acres of land ; the principal 
building is of brick, three stories high, and one hundred and 
fifty feet in length, with a brick wing at right angles, nearly as 
long ; the corroding houses cover an area of 2<X) by 125 feet ; 
the machinery is propelled by engines, in the aggregate, of 
one hundred and fifty horse power. About seventy-five men 
are usually employed, and about two thousand tons of white- 
lead are manufactured annually. 

Two of the partners of tbe above described establishment, 
Messrs. O. W. Jewett and J. A. Dean, commenced the manu- 
facture of linseed oil in 1860. The buildings, which are 
nearly a mile West of the Whitelead Works, also stand be- 
tween the Shore Road and Kill Van Kull, and partly on a 
large wharf. The main building is of brick, three stories 
higli, one hundred and twenty feet long by seventy-six feet 
wide, with an addition seventy-six by twenty-five feet, and a 
tower containing a public dock. This establishment employs 
about fifty men, and manu&ctures about half a million of 
gallons of oil annually. 
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DE JONGB'S PAPER PAOTOBY. 

This establishment was originally located in New York 
city, but as business increased, and additional facilities be- 
came imperative, the works were removed to Staten Idand in 
181^2. They are located on the South side of lUchmond 
Turnpike, about half a mile from Tompkinsville. Louis 
Dejonge and Charles P. Bentgraf are the proprietors, and 
carry on the business of coloring, printing, and finishing fancy 
paper, under the style of Louis Dejonge & Co. The capital in- 
vested is about $200,000, and the annual value of the manu- 
factures about 8300,000. The works cover an area of about 
two acres, the principal building is about 250 feet long by 40 
feet wide, with a wing at right angles of 125 by SO feet. 
From 110 to 120 hands are regularly employed in the estab* 
lishment, and the engines, in the aggregate, are about one 
hundred horse power. 

The office of the Company is at 71 and 73 Duane Street, 
New York city. 



THE OYSTER TRADE. 

By far the most important of the industries of Staten 
Island is its oyster business, which is carried on in several 
parts of this and the neighboring counties, where the sea 
shores offer the proper facilities, chiefly by inhabitants of 
Mariner^ s Harbor. The business would be of very limited 
extent and of trifling importance, if conflned to the vicinity 
of the residences of the proprietors. There are so many 
conditions and contingencies attending it, that nothing more 
than a very general description can be given. 

The budness is necessarily not local, but extends in its 
multitudinous ramifications from the shores of Long Island 
Sound to the rivers of Virginia. There are numerous large 
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schooners, owned wholly or in part npon Staten Island, en- 
gaged exclusively in transporting oysters from the rivers of 
the last mentioned State to the metropolitan market, or/ to 
more northern shores, to be planted, where they are left to 
grow and fatten until they are in proper condition to sell. 
In addition to these large sea-going schooners, there are 
numerous smaller sailing vessels occupied in carrying the 
small, or seed oysters, from one place to another for planting, 
or the mature mollnsk firom the beds where they were placed 
to grow and fiitten, to the dealers in the metropolis and else- 
where. The vessels employed in this trade, hailing from 
Staten Island, may be counted by the hundreds, while the 
individuals subsisting thereby may be enumerated by thou- 
sands, while the capital invested may be estimated by 
millions. When the season is fair, and no adverse circum- 
stances intervene, the business is lucrative, sometimes 
remarkably so ; but success depends so much on Judgment 
and experience, that a novice, under the most favorable 
circumstances, lacking these, would more frequently fail than 
succeed. There are, besides, so many accidents beyond the 
perception of human sagacity, or the control of human 
power, that the business, at the best, may be considered, in 
a great degree^ precarious. Sometimes whole cargoes, worth 
thousands of dollars, are lost at sea on the passage, either by 
storm or by diseases peculiar to oysters themselves ; some- 
times valuable beds are ruined by these diseases, or by fishes, 
especially drums, which crush the shells and suck out their 
contents, and in a great variety of other ways the expenses 
and labors of a season are sometimes suddenly and irretriev- 
ably lost. No cultivator or dealer is able to estimate with 
any degree of certainty, at the beginning of a season, what 
its results may be. Patience and indomitable perseverance, 
together with a competent capital at hand, are the only con- 
ditions which will, not insure success, but render it probable. 
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TH£ 8TATEN ISLAND RAILBOAB. 

This road extends from Yanderbilf s Landing to Totten- 
▼ille, and is thirteen mUes in length, and its original cost was 
about $900,000. 

The first meeting of citizens to discuss the practicability of 
constructing the road, was held in the village of Bichmond, 
on the 3d day of August, 1861, at which Articles of Assoda- 
tion were submitted, discussed and adopted, and filed in tlie 
office of the Secretary of State, on the 18th day of October, 
1R61. On that day an election was held for the first Board of 
Directors, and resulted in the election of the following gentle- 
men, viz: Joseph H. Seguine, Joel Wolfe, Edvdn K Bennet, 
Stephen Seguine, Henry Cole, Henry L Seaman, Henry Yan 
flovenborgh, Peter G. Cortelyou, John G. S^uine, William 
Totten, George White, William King, and Cornelius White. 

Joseph H. Seguine was elected President, Stephen Seguine 
Treasurer, and Gteorge White, Secretary. The first annual 
report was made to the State Engineer and Surveyor on the 
30th day of September, 186S. 

Numerous obstacles presented themselves to prevent the 
speedy completion of the road, not the least of which was 
the difficulty of securing a right of way over the lands of 
several landed proprietors, and in January, 1866, it became 
necessary for the company to apply to the Legislature for an 
extension of time to construct thdr road. 

The first receipts from passengers was on the 33d day of 
April, 1860, the trains running only a part of the way, but on 
the 3d day of June, of that year, the formal opening of the 
road took place. 

Through various embarrassments and difficulties, monetary 
and otherwise, the conductors^ of the enterprise have per- 
severed, until the road may now be considered as a permanent 
institution of the county. 
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BREWERIES. 

Among the principal industries of Staten Island must be 
included its breweries for the manufacture of lager beer. The 
Island appears to have been selected as a locality peculiarly 
adapted to this manufacture, on account of the number and 
copiousness of its springs of excellent water. These establish- 
ments, collectively, pay an immense revenue tax, and this tax 
is one dollar on each barrel ; the amount of the tax indicates 
the number of barrels brewed annually. 

The largest of these establishments is'Bechtel's Brewery, at 
Stapleton. It was founded in 1863 by John Bechtel. In 1866 
he sold the whole concern to his son, Gteorge Bechtel, the 
present proprietor. The capital invested amounts to the 
enormous sum of $400,000. In 1866 the revenue tax of this 
Brewery amounted to $10,000, and, in 1876, to $60,000. It 
employs about fifty hands. 

The next Brewery in importance is the Clifton, in Edge- 
water. It is invested with some d^ree of interest from the 
fact that it was established by Gten. Gkuttbaldi and his partner, 
Meucci, in 1861. Since their day it has passed through the 
hands of several proprietors: viz., Louis Gross, Gliristian 
Tre&, Gabriel Mayer, at whose decease it' passed into the 
hands of the present proprietors, David Mayer and Fr. Bach- 
mann. The capital invested amounts to $260,000, and its 
revenue tax was $40,000 in 1876. It employs forty-five hands. 

The Constanz Brewery, in liGddletown, near the Four Cor- 
ners, was so called from the name of the native place of one of 
its founders. It was established in 1863 by August Smidt & 
Co. After running it successfully for several years, it passed 
into the hands of Rnzel & Decker ; they, in turn, sold it to 
Joseph Setz, and, recently, he conveyed it to Monroe Eck 
stein« the present proprietor. The capital invested amounts 
to $260,000. Its revenue tax in 1876 waa $18,000, and it em- 
ploys twenty hands. 

The Atlantic Brewery, at Stapleton, la owned by Rubsam 
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Jp HomMOB. It WM wlihiiilMwl ia 1810^ has a capital of 
$175,000, and empLofyn fhiilj-tliiw haada 

BiaehoTu Bnwerj waa otaUished, aft Stapleloa, ia 18M 

or 'ff. bf OilHelL Sobwqaaidj b beeaae flie propartj 

of Wolf * Baiahanlt, aad nowbdoasi to Geoige KschoC 
Its capital is aboat$75,00Q. ita lereaoetu $11,000. aad tt en- 
ploys tweotjr haada 

There are sereial other similar ertaMJAaieats on tlielslan^ 
bat not on so laiKe a scsle as the aboreu At the OeatPMnial 
EbchiUtion, in Philadelphia, there were dewea prises awarded 
to brewen in the United States^ three of which were awarded 
to Staten Island brewen; ▼!»., to Mayer 4 Bschmann, Geoige 
Bechtel, and Babeam 4 Homnann. Eckstein, BischoU; and 
seFeral othen^ did not compete. 



I.' 

-- St 



i 

* t 

J 
• r 



" L. " 

OLD FAMILIES. 



886 ANKAL8 OF 8TATEN ISLAlfD. 



THE OLD FAMILIES. 



PRELIMIKABT. 

In preparing a history of the old (kmilies of Staten Island, 
it was intended at the outset to give the genealogical descents 
of each as full as it was possible to obtain them ; we have 
done so, but not in the manner first proposed. Insuperable 
obstacles have presented themselves on every side. Two or 
three have declined to. impart any information, probably be- 
cause they knew so little of their own fomilies, that they had 
none to impart, or, for some other unexplained reason. In 
the vast majority of instances, however, inquiries have been 
cheerfully answered, and every possible facility afforded, 
but the most of them have been unable to go further back 
into the past than their own grandfathers. Family bible 
records have afforded but little as^tance, as in most cases 
they give only the dates of the births or deaths, or both, of 
individuals, without informing us what relationship they 
bore to other individuals mentioned in the same record, and 
which the &milies themselves are unable to trace. Other 
records, again, inform us that ** Father A," or *^ Mother B," 
died on a certain day, without informing us whose father or 
mother they were, or even giving us the full name of the 
individual. In several instances, we have succeeded in ob- 
taining a perfect chain of descent of some branch of a &mily 
from the original emigrant, or settlers, down to their descend- 
ants of the present day, as in the Bodine, Mersereau, Yan- 
derbilt, Winant, and other families. Obviously, it was im- 
possible to trace the descent of each branch of each family, 
for it would have been an almost interminable, and constandy 
accumulating labor. These, and other difficulties constantly 
presenting themselves, the original design was, of necesdty, 
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abandoned, and instead thereof, the reader is presented with 
such notices of the old members of their respective families, 
as we have been able to find in the records of the county, 
the several churches and the families themselves, leaving 
each to trace out his own pedigree from the materials thus 
furnished, if he is able. Imperfect as these notices may be, 
it must be gratifying to the descendants of these old fiimilies 
to read the names of some of their ancestors, of whom, per- 
haps, they never heard before. 

It will be observed, that in numerous instances we give the 
full maiden name of the wife and mother, and the dates of 
the hapti9m8 of the children; these are taken from the 
records of the Dutch church. In other instances, we give 
only the baptismal names of the wife and mother, and the 
dates of the births of the children ; these are taken from the 
records of St Andrew's Church, as are all the records of 
marriages. 

A blank space has been left after the record of each 
family, for the purpose of adding, in pencil, such names as 
may be desired. 

On Staten Island, as well as elsewhere, there are a few 
families whose ancestors reflect no cre^t on their descend- 
ants, or whose descendants reflect no credit on their an- 
cestors ; these, for obvious reasons, have been omitted. 
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ALSTON. 

OriginaUy this was a Scotch family ; one of its most noted 
members was Charles Alston, a celebrated Scotch physician, 
and anthor. He died in 170O« 

Joseph Alston, the son-in-law of Aaron Barr, and a former 
Governor of South Carolina, was also of this family. 

The first of the name on Staten Island was David Alston, 
who came here from New Jersey, somewhere aboat the 
banning of the Revolution. He was commissioned a Captain 
in the British army« his company was composed of provincial 
loyalists, or tories ; he owned the property recently belonging 
to the estate of Samuel Decker, deceased, in Northfield. The 
large stone house in which he lived and died, was demolished 
a few years ago. He died between the 6th and 14th of May, 
1806, for these are the dates of his will and its probate. He 
speaks, in that document, of his sons Warren, Japhet and 
David. It is said that he continued to draw his half -pay 
from the British Government as long as he lived. 

His son Japhet, at the time of his death, which occurred 
July 81, 1842, at the Four Comers, Castleton, was the father 
of Moses Alston, Esq., late twice sherifF of the county, and of 
his brothers David,* Japhet, Adam,* (George and William. 

A copy of Captain Alston* s Commission is given below, as 
an interesting and curious old document 

L. S. By His Excellency Su- William Howe, Knight of 
the most Honorable Order of the Bath, General and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of all His Majesty's Forces within the 
Colonies lying on the Atlantic Ocean from Nova Scotia to 
West Florida inclusive, Ac., &c., Ac. 
To David Alston^ B^q.: 

By virtue of the Power and Authority in Me vested, I DO 
hereby constitute and appoint Ton to be a Captain of a 
Company in the Third Battalion of New Jersey Volunteers, 
Commanded by laeut Colonel Edward Y. Dongan. You are 

•Deid. 
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therefore to take the said Company into Your Care and 
Charge, and duly to exerdse the Officers as Soldiers thereof 
in Arms, and to use Tour best Endeavours to keep them in 
good Order and Disoipline from Time to lime, as you shall 
receive from the General or Commander-in-Chief of ffia 
Majesty's Forces in North America, now and for the Time 
being Your Lieut -Colonel Commandant or any other Your 
Superior officer, according to the Rules and Discipline of 
War in Pursuance of the Trust hereby reposed in You. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Head Quarters in New 
York, the Fifteenth day of July, One Thousand Seven Hun- 
dred and Seventy-Six, in the Sixteenth Year of the Bdgn of 
our Sovereign Lord Qeorge the Third, by the Grace of God of 
Great Britain, France and Ireland king, Defender of the . 
Faith, and so forth. 

By his Excellency's Command, W. Hows. 

Robert Maokekzix. 



ANDROVBTTK 

This is one of the old &milies of the Island, but it 
never very prominent nor very numerous ; the notices of it 
therefore are few. They appear tb have confined themselTeB 
chiefly to Westfield. The name occurs nowhere in the civil 
list of the county. 
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John is mentioned in the county records as having bought 
land of Tunis Egbert, Jan. 27, 1699, and as having sold laud 
in 1708. 

Peter and Rebecca Cole had the following children : 

Daughter Rebecca, bap. Mar. 27, 1720. 

Daughter Elizabeth, bap. Dec. 26, 1723, died in infancy. 

Twins Elizabeth and Anna, bap. Jan. 1, 1726. 

John and Leah Swam had son John bap. Apr. 7, 1729, and 
dau. Leah, bap. May 17, 1724 ; this John we find mentioned 
as collector of the West Division in 1767 and 1768. Peter 
and Caty his wife, had son Peter, bom July 6, 1766 ; he made 
his will Dec. 21, 1792, proved Mar. 17, 1802, in which he 
speaks of his wife Catharine, his dau. Catharine, wife of Dow 
Storer ; dau. Elizabeth, wife of Peter Latourette ; dau. Mary, 
wife of Joseph Totten; sons Peter, Charles and John. 
These three sons were married as follows: 

Peter and Elizabet?i Slack, Jan. 4, 1789. 

Charles and Margaret Slack, Sep. 11, 1797, and 

John and Ann Cole, Aug. 21, 1802. 

The family is at present represented by the three brothers, 
Cornelius C, John and Beqjamin ; their grandfather was 
usually known as Major John, and their father as young 
Major John. 
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BARNES. 

George Barnes and Soger BameSi brothers, came from 
England many years before the BevolntioD, bat it is not cer- 
tain that they came together. Rpger bought land in Febru- 
ary, 1762, in Sonthfiidd ; (Jeoige, about 1770, bought land in 
Castleton, and settled upon it This was a large tract, lying 
at the southwest corner of the Turnpike and Manor Road. 
Cionstanz Brewery and the Child's Nursery occupy a part of 
it. Roger' s wife' s name was Ann, and they had a son Robert, 
bom May, 1760, and a daughter Margaret, bom April 8, 
1766. (George's wife's name was Dorothy, and they had the 
following children : 

Elizabeth, bom July 16, 1767. 

John, bom October 11, 1768. 

Roger, bom January 7, 1771. 

They had, also, a son Gtoorge. 
Roger married Sally Lalie, a sister of Bornt Lake, who was 
killed, (see Lake family,) and after the death of Roger, she 
married lUchard Wood. 

John married Margaret Ferine, May 2, 1793, and they were 
the parents of Capt. John W. Barnes, of Port Richmond, and 
grandparents of Bames Brothers, of the same place. 
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BEDELL. 

We find this name at an early date in America, but not in 
connection with Staten Island. In 1673 we find Bobbert 
Beedill, Daniel Beedel, Mathew Beedel, and John Beddell, 
enrolled among the inhabitants of Hempstead, Long Island. 
It is nearly a century after that date, that we find the name 
in any of the records of Richmond County. In 1768, Silas 
rendered'a bill for ^^docktering," whence we infer that he 
was a physician. In the same year mention is made of John, 
who was County Treasurer when he died, in the early part of 
1781. There is a Joseph also mentioned in 1770, but not the 
Joseph alluded to elsewhere as having been taken prisoner 
by the Americans when a boy ; they were &ther and son. 
llie father made his will Oct 28, 1798, proved Nov. 19, same 
year, in which he speaks of his sons Jesse and Joseph, and 
his daughters Mary, Pattie, Pegge, Catharine and Jane ; his 
wife's name was Catharine ; his son Joseph was bom Oct 24, 
1763 ; Jesse was bom 1773, and died Aug. 28, 1802. 

Stephen and Catharine Latourette were mar. May, 1766, 
and had a son David bom July 19, 1771. 

Silas (the doctor) and Mary his wife, had the following 
children: 

Phebe, bom Nov. 19, 177a 
James, bom Apr. 9, 1778. 
John, bom Mar. 28, 1775. 

James married Hetty Parker Jan. 12, 1806. 

There was another John, wife Catharine, who had a dan. 
Hillite, bom Apr. 7, 1771. 

Stephen and Mary Donelly were mar. Mar. 9, 1808 ; Israel 
died at Elizabethtown, N. J., Aug. 30, 1830; he was the 
father of the Rev. Gregory Townsend Bedell, D.D., an 
eminent Divine of the Episcopal Church, who was bom at 
Fresh KiU, Oct 28, 1793, and died Aug. 30, 1834, just four 
years after his father to a day. Bev. Dr. Bedell was the 
father of the Rev. G. Thurston Bedell ; Rev Dr. Bedell was 
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an only son ; he was also the nephew of the late Bishop 
Moere, his mother beinff sister of the Bishop. 



BLAKE. 

This family is of English origin ; the date of their arrival 
or settlement on the Island is not known, though it was 
proliably about, or just anterior to the middle of the last 
centary ; like most of the other families of the same nation- 
ality, they were decided royalists daring the BeFolation. 
Th3 first name of the family we find on the Records is that of 
William, who married Mary Woglom, and had the following 
chUlren, Tia.: 

John, born Sept 28, 1763, died Sept 80, 18ff8. 
WUliam, bom Apr. 31, 1766, died Jan. 16, 18S3. 
Sdward, bom 1778, died Dec. H 184*. 

Join married T^bitha Merrill, and died childless. 

Wlliam married Ann Corsen, and had the following child- 
ren : Daniel, lately deceased, William (drowned), lUchaid 0. 
(still lying in Illinois), Edward and Ghorge. 

Edmrd was the father of Mrs. Margaret Minott^ of West 
Newlrighton. • . 

Johit usually known as (3apt John W. Blake, owned and 
occupid the now valuable property corner of Mill and Manor 
roads, Vest New Brighton, extending westward on both sides 
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of Cherry Lane, and embracing the site of the Dye Works of 
Barrett, Nephews & Co. 

William owned and occupied the property on the little 
Clove road, subsequently owned by D. Porter Lord. 

Daniel, son of William, recently deceased, was the father 
of Daniel, captain of the Police force of the county, and the 
present representation of the family on the Island. 



BODINB. 

This family is of French origin. The name is not men-, 
tioned by Smiles among the Huguenots. The first historical 
allusion to the name that we have met is, a brief biographical 
account of John Bodin, who was a native of Angers, studied 
law and lectured at Toulouse ; he wrote several works, ind 
died of the plaf^ie at Laon, in 1696. The date of the imi- 
gration of the family to this country is not known, btt it 
must have been in the latter -part of the 17th or very ear^r in 
the 18th century, for we find the name of John Bodine nen- 
tioned in the county records as having purchased land in 1701, 
and was still living in 1744, as we find his name and tiat of 
his wife Hester mentioned as having sold land at that date. 
Mention is also made in records at Albany of John B>dein, 
in 1707. It is probable that he was an emigrant, as w find 
him preserving the French orthography of his name. Jean, 
and of hb son. who came with him, Francois. Jean wis also 
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a witness toabaptism in theB. B. Cbnrdh, in April, 1720 ; lie 
was therefore a Protestant^ or HognenoL 

Francois* married Maria Dey, and they had a son named 
Jean, baptized in the same church Not. S9th, 1719. Of this 
second Jean, or John, we find no aoooont except that his wife's 
name was Dorcas, and that they had sereral children baptized. 
They were undoubtedly the parents of John Bodine, who 
was bom in February, 176S, and of James Bodine, bom in 
January, 1760. John died in March, 183B, nearly 82 years of 
age, and James in May, 1838, nearly 80 years of age. John 
married Catharine Britton, sister of the late Mr. Nathaniel 
Britton ; their sons were John, usually recognized in the local 
history of the North Shore, as ^* Squire John," Jacob, (the 
father of W. H. J. and Edmund Bodine, constituting the 
present firm of Bodine Brothers, the late Oapt. John, James, 
Jacob and Albert, and three daughters ; ) and Vincent, who re- 
moved firom the Island. James was the father of the late 
Mr. Abraham Bodine, of Mariner's Harbor, and of several 
other sons and daughtera now dead. 

'* Squire John" owned considerable property on the North 
Shore^ among which was the mill« and the pond^ and the land 
east of it, includiog the old Dongan Manor house, which he 
subsequently sold to his father, who died in that house in 
1836. He also owned the property now occupied by the 
store of Pine, Hillyer & Co., the remdence of Mr. 0. M. Pine, 
and the dwelling west of it, in which he lived at the time of 
his decease. 

• Vide App. H. (A) 
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BOGART. 

This family is of Dutch, and not of English extraction, as 
is generally supposed. The name was, originally, written 
Bogaert. The earliest mention of the name in the province 
occurs in an assessment roll of Breucklen (Brooklyn), dated 
1673, where Theunes Gisbertse Bogaert is named, having the 
largest assessment on the roll. We find him again assessed 
in 1688. In 1716 we find the name of Simon enrolled among 
the militia of Kings County. Our theory is that this Simon 
had a brother Tunis, and that they were sons of Gysbert: 
for, in the assessment mentioned above, heia rated for three 
polls (himself and two sons); that these sons married on 
Long Island, the one a Ten Eyck, the other a Hageman, (for 
these names were common on Long, but were not found on 
Staten Island,) and then purchased land and removed here. 

Simon Bogaert and Margarietje Ten Byck had the following 
children, viz. : 

A daughter Elisabet, bap. Oct 18, 1719. 

A daughter Margareta, bap. Bee. 8, 1733. 

A son Simon, bap. May 10, 1736. 

A son Gysbert, bap. Jan. 10, 1739. 

A daughter Sarah, bap. Feb. 18, 1783, and perhaps others. 

Tunis and Catharine Hegeman had the following children, 

vix. : . _ 

A son Isaak^ bap. Nov. 3, 1718. 

A son Adrian, bap. Dec. 18, 1730. 

A son Abraham, bap. Apr. 31, 1738. 

A daughter Maria, bap. Mar. 38, 1736. 

A son Cornelius, bap. Mar. 3, 1739, and perhaps others. 
Simon, (probably son of Simon,) and Martha, his wife, Iiad 
the following children, viz. : 

A daughter Mary, born Dec. 4, 1746. 

A son Simon, bom June 10, 1704. 

A son Richard, bom Feb. 88, 1757. 
Isaac and Rachel had a son John, born Oct 14, 1770 ; also 
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a son Simon, who was the father of the present representative 
of the family on the Island, Mr. Timothy C. Bogart, near the 
Four Oomera. 



BRAISTED. 

Though this name has been identified with the county for 
a century and a half, the earliest noUce of it in the old 
church records, is that of William and Christina Bouwman 
his wife, who had a son Johannes, bap. in 1715, and a son 
Andries, Aug. 18, 1710. In the county records we meet with 
him as having purchased land in 1T30. Johannes, or John, 
son of William, married Trinlje Haughwout, and had a son 
Jan, or John, bap. Aug. 18, 1741, and a son Peter, bap. Aug. 
15, 1748. We then lose trace of the &mily for 80 years ; then 
it appears again in the name of Egbert and Rachd his wife, 
who had a son E^gbert, bom May 6, 1773. The next and only 
remaining notice we have of the family in the last century is 
the marriage of John and Nautchie (Anna) Martling, 
daughter of John Martling, Feb. 14, 1790. The family is 
now represented by Capt J. Braisted, of Edgewater, and a 
fomily or two at Watchogue, in the town of Northfield* 



' 
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BBITTON, 

This family is of French descenti and their name was 
originally written Breton, another example of the change of 
French names into English. The earliest mention of the 
name in connection with the Island, is that of Capt, some- 
times called Col. Nicklos, who was bom in 1679, and died 
Jan. 12, 1740.« 

William was defendant in a snit at law Oct. 8, l(t80. 

Nathaniel was plaintiff in a snit in Jnly, 1681, and again in 
a snit with Lewes Lakerman in the same year. These two last 
named were adnlts when ** CoL Nicklos" was an in&nt, bnt 
the consangninity between them cannot now be ascertained. 
There was another William, a son of Nicholas, probably 
Col. Nicklos, bom Oct 11, 1708. 

There was a Joseph, perhaps a brother of William, who 
had a son James, bap. Apr. 23, 1707, and a danghter, in 1708. 

There was also a Richard, who purchased land in 1604. 

Nathaniel made his will in 1688, bnt he was still living 
in 1695 ; he was probably the same individual who was a 
party to the law-suit alluded to above. 

Nathaniel and Esther Belleville had a daughter, bap. Apr. 
9, 1782. 

Nathaniel, and Mary his wife, had the following children : 
Joseph, bom Nov. 15, 1760. 
Richard, bom Mar. 22, 1766. 
WiUiam, bom Sep. 19, 1768. 

Samuel and Mary had the following daughters : 
Addra, bom July 7, 1771. 
Mary, born July 31, 1778. 

Nathaniel and Catharine had a daughter Mar^^ bom Apr. 
4, 1776 ; at her baptism, the father was also baptised. 

Samuel and PoUy Latourette, married May 24, 1797. 

The present representative of one branch of the family is 
J. A. H. Britton, Esq., of New Dorp ; his &ther was Nathan- 

•VldeApii.N.(6S.) 
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ieU whofle place of intermeiit is marked by the maible monu- 
ment at the southwest corner of the Church of the Ascendon. 
Nathaniel was bom in 1764 or *6 ; he was twice married ; his 
first wife was a Van Bnskirk, of Beigen, and thqr were the 
parents of Debora, wife of Joshua Meraereau, bom Aug. 4,. 
1782, died Mar. 26, 1840; ComeUus, bom July 1, 178fi, died 
April 8y 1867; he resided at Fresh Kill for many years before 
his death. 

Abraham, born Aug. 20, 1787, died Aug. 26, 1866; he resided 
on the Clove road in Castleton, and was the ihther of Henry 
and Abraham, both recently deceased, who resided on the pa- 
ternal properly. 

Nathaniel, Jr., bom in 1792, died Feb. IS, 1841 ; he owned 
and resided on the property on the east side of Broadway, 
West New Brighton, extending the whole length of that 
highway. He had also another son, John. 

Nathaniel's second wife was Maigaret Bedell, who was bom 
Jan. 5, 1768, and died Sep. 21, 1849 ; she was the mother of 
J. A. H. Britton, Esq., as before mentioned. 

See note, Yanderbilt fiunily. 



BURBANK. 

Tbe Burbanks are of English origin. The fiEunily tradition 
is that there were three brothers came to this country together, 
one of whom settled on Staten Island, the other two in New 
England, but their names and the date of their arrival has 
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been lost There are several branches of the fomily, but all 
are descended from the one brother, who took np his abode 
on the Island. John W., residing near the Four ComerSi 
and his brother Jacob, of Tompkinsville, are the sons of 
Jacob, who was bom April 0, 1771, and died Sept 14, 1864 
He was twice married, his first wife having been Ann 

Wandell, and his second Lncj Thompson, widow of 

Hennell (f) Jacob was the son of Abraham, who was bom 
Nov. 20th, 1744, and died May 12th, 1822. Ann his wife was 
bom Jane 0th, 1742, and died Nov. 24th, 1822. Their sons 
were Jacob, mentioned above, and Isaac, born Jane 17, 1787, 
and died Mar. 21, 1866. 

The earliest mention of the name is in the baptismal record 
of the Bef. Dntch Charch at Port Richmond, as follows: 
Thomas and Maritje Martling his wife had a danghter 
baptized April 22, 1707. Other notices of the family are 
fonnd in the records of other chnrches and of the connty. 

John and Leah Hanghwont his wife had a son Thomas, 
baptized Bee. 8, 1728, and a son John, Ang. 16, 1748. 

Lncas and Martha Baile (Bailey) his wife, had children 
baptized between March 28, 1786, and April 18, 1742. 

Peter made his will Nov. 6, 1774, which was proved Nov. 
6, 1708, in which he mentions his wife Martha and his sons 
John, and James and his danghter Martha. 

There is another Thomas mentioned in the County records 
1768. 

John and Elizabeth his wife had a son William, bom June 
8, 1786. 

James and Nelly his wife had a son Abraham, bom Sep. 
1, 1786. 

There is mention made in the County records of John, who 
was paid by the county for keeping his father, an invalid. 
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BURGHER, BURGER. 

These, at the present day, are two distinct jEamilies, who 
write their names as aboTe. 

Johannes Bniger, from Giesman, came over in the ship* 
Stettin, Sept., 1662 ; bat where he settled, is not knownl 
There was an Elias Burger and Snsanna Whitman, his wife, 
who had a son Nathan, bap. Feb. 23, 1724, and tlus is the first 
record of the name in the County. 

Col. Nicholas Burgher was bom Jan. 23, 1768, and died 
May 23, 1839 ; he was the father of Matthias, John, James 
G., David, and several other children. John was the father 
of Mr. David Burgher, of Edgewater, the present representar 
tive of the family spelling their name with an A. . 

The other family, who eschew the h^ and adhere to the 
original orthography, are of comparatively recent connection 
with the Island. 

David D. Burger was born in South Carolina in 1777, and 
settled on Staten Island in 1814, where he died in Feb., 1881. 
He left several sons, of whom Nicholas, of Four ComerSi 
and Samuel, of Bull's Head, still survive. 



BUSH. 



This name, written Ba$eh^ in the Dutch records, is found 
here early in the last centuiy. The family was never veij 
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immerous nor prominent, consequenfly the notices of its 
members are very few. 

Joshua, or Josiata, had a son Samuel, bap. 1706. 

Nicholas and Elizabeth Drinkwater had the following chil- 
dren: 

Edward, bap. Nov. 34, 173a 
Barents bap. Sep., 1784. 
Nicholas, bap. July 18, 1740. 

Garret had a daughter Mary, bap. Sep. 80, 1787, and 
daughter Elizabeth, bap. Aug. 80, 1789. Joseph and Mary 
Johnson were married Dec. 10, 1793. 

Lambert and Mary Stilwell were married Jan. 37, 1790. 

The family name, though not as old as some others on the 
Island, was in the province at an early date. Among the 
emigrants who came over in the ship Fox in August, 1663, we 
find the name of Jan Bossch from Westphalen. 

There was another family of this name descended from 
John Bush, an Englishman, who fought at Bunker Hill on 
the side of the Americans, and subsequently took up his 
residence on Staten Island, where he married, and had at 
least one son, whose name was William, who was the father 
of the late Mr. John Bush of Watchogue, Northfield, and of 
Mrs. S. D. Kennison, of West New Brighton. 
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BUTLER. 



This was another of the royalist jEamilies which were here 
before and during the Revolution. The earliest mention of ^ 
the name in the church records is in 1733, where James and 
Sarah Carem had a son John, bap. Mar. 96. 

In St Andrew's records, we find the following : 

Henry and Balaesha (Baletta) had a son James, bom May 
8, 1750 ; and a son Nathaniel, bom Mar. 33, 1768. 

Thomas and Mary had a son James, bom Oct 19, 1768, and 
a son Antony, born Nov. 17, 17B9. 

John and Rachel had a son Daniel, bom Oct 3d, 1768. 

John and Mary had a son Henry, bap. Mar. 11, 1776. 

Thomas and Susan had a daughter Maria, bap. May 18, 1790. 

Thomas and Mary Herod married Dec 90« 1789. 

Daniel and Elizabeth Pray married Dec. 39, 1807. 

The family is at present hi part represented by Mr. Talbot 
Butter, of Port Richmond, whose father was Thomas, and 
mother Eleanor Crocheron, daughter of Abraham ; Thomas 
had several brothers, James, John, Elias and Henry, and they 

were the sons of John and Kingston his wife. Thomas 

was twice married, his second wife was a widow Blake, 
maiden name Wood. 
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CANNON. 

On Staten Island the name is nsnally accented on the last 
syllable. The family was here as early as 1680, but it was 
never very numerous or prominent ; its members appear to 
have been of a retiring nature, and are never found mentioned 
in any official character, except in one instance where one of 
them held a minor military office. Andreas (Andrew) was 
plaintiff in a suit in 1680, and was probably the progenitor. 
We find no further mention of them until John and Maria 
Egbert had a son Abraham, bap. May 7, 171L. 

A daughter, Apr. 2M, 1746 and ar son Jacobus, July 19, 
1748. 
David and Aeltje (Alida) Prall, had the following children : 
A daughter, bap. May dd, 1763. 
A son, Arent, beip. Nov. 2d, 1764. 
A son, David, Jan. 29, 1768, and 
A son, Andries, Aug. 26, 1769. 
David is also mentioned in 1766 as owner of a slave. 
Andrew and Mary Wright were married Dec. ^, 1796. 



CHRISTOPHER. 

The original of this name is Christoffel, which is the Dutch 
for Christopher. 
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The earliest mention of the ibinQy ocean in a chnrch reoord, 
as follows : 

Barent and Anna Catharina StUwell had the following chil- 
dren baptized. 

A son, Nicklaas, Ang. 4, 1708. 

A daughter, Catharyna, Apr. 23d, 1708, died yonng. 

A daughter, Bebecka, Apr. 20, 17—. 

A daughter, Maria, 1710. 

A daughter, Susanna, Jan. 11, 1719 ; they had twin chil- 
dren Catharina and Barent, bap. Aug. 18, 1718. 

This Barent is mentioned in the county records as having 
sold hind in 1704. 
Stoffel also sold land the same year. 
Catharine Christopher, widow of Albert Rykman, had a 
posthumous child^ Albert, bap. Oct 28, 1729. 

Hans (John) and Jane Arrowsmith, had the follovring chil* 
dren baptised. 

A son, Johannes, Apr. 18, 1782. 
A son, Bamt, Apr. 14, 1784. 
A son, Joseph, Aug. 8, 1788. 
A son, Kichard, Sep. 80, 1730. 
Nicolas and Christina Bowman had a son, Bamt, bap. Not. 
27, 1728, and a daughter Sep. 28, 1781. 

Richard (above) and Esther his wife, had the following 
cldldren: 

John Garrison, born Sep. 18, 1770. 
James Grover, born Aug. 80, 1772. 
Joseph, bom May 9, 1775. 
Joseph, son of John, had a son Joseph, who was fitther of 
Capt. Richard Christopher, of West New Brighton. 
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COLE. 

We have nowhere found the slightest allusion to the origin 
of this family, but an individual of the same name was on the 
Island before the beginning of the last century ; in the county 
records we find the name of Abraham Cole as having sold 
land in 1606, which, of course, he must have purchased at 
an earlier date. In the church records, we find no further 
mention of the name for more than half a century, though^ 
the name of Abraham appears to have been perpetuated. 

Abraham and Hannah had a daughter Ann, born May 11, 
1762. 

A son Abraham, bom Mar. 6, 1766, and 
A son John Bedell, bom July 31, 1770. 

Peter and Susannah Latourette had a son Henry, born Feb. 
6,1766. ^ 

Richard lived in the county in 1766, and Cornelius in 1773. 

Comelius and Ann Dyelland were married May 1766. 

Stephen and Ann had a daughter Ann, born July 23, 1768. 
A son Stephen, born Sep. 11, 1771. 
A son John, bom Feb. 6, 1776, and 
A daughter Margaret, who married Samuel Holmes ;— 
see Holmes &mily. 

Stephen, the son, married Jane Meisereau, Oct 16, 1796, 
and John, the son, married Mary Winant, Apr. 1, 1797. 

Isaac and Esther his wife, had a son Edward, bom Apr. 8, 
1770. 

Richard and Mary Spragg were married Oct, 1774 

Richard and Mary his wife, had a son Abraham, bom 
Mar. 6, 1776. 

John and Catharine his wife, had a son Abraham, bom 
Apr. 6, 1776. 

Cornelius and Frances Cole were married Nov. 11, 1797. 

John and Eliza Dmke were married Dec. 24, 1801. 
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Waiiam, the pioneer of Methodism on Staten Ubwd, was 
born in 1700, and died 1848. 
Abraham, bom ^ 1701, died Feb. 19, 1796L 



COLON, 

James Colon, G^rge Colon and John (daewhere written 
Jonas) Colon, were naturalized May, 1770. These were prob- 
ably the progenitors of the family of that name^ whieh once 
were numerous, but now nearly extinct There was also a 
Peter Colon in the county in 1774. 



CONNER. 

Richard Conner came to Staten Island from Irdaiid about 
1760, as he purchased his landed estate at that timeu He was 
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a man of respectable acquirements, and superior business 
qualifications. His worth appears to have been soon dis- 
covered, for he was almost immediately placed in responsible 
offices, and continued to serve the public in various capacities 
until the lime of his death. He was born 1723, and died Feb. 1, 
1792. He made his will Feb. 4, 1790, prov^ed Feb. 6, 1792, in 
which he speaks of his daughter Ann, deceased, and of 
Catharine and Elizabeth, and his son Richard. One of his 
daughters married into the Garrison family, and was the 
mother of Mr. John C. Garrison, of Garrison's Station, 
S. I. R. R. His only son Richard, universally known as 
Col. Conner, was for many years a prominent surveyor in the 
county, and held various offices of trust He veas bom in 
1768, and died April 6, 1863, leaving several sons, of whom 
Mr. A. v. Conner, present Clerk of the county, is one. The 
family were always attached to the Moravian Church. 

There was another ikmily of the same name in the county 
in 1761, as appears by a record of a baptism of Adam, son of 
Jeremiah and Ann, in October of that year, but they were a 
distinct family. 



CORSBN. 

This is one of the oldest, and at one time among the most 
influential families on the Island. In this instance, as in 
most of the other old families, we have been able to obtain 
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only shreds of its history, none of those now bearing the 
name being in possession of a genealogical descent From 
1660 to 1690, we find the names of Hendrick, Peter, Jan, 
Philip, ftc., as residents of New York, or some parts of Long 
bland. The first mention of the name in connection with 
Staten Island occors Dec. 30, 1680, in a patent bearing that . 
date, conveying to Cornelias Oorsen, Andries Jariansen, 
Derrick Cornelison and John Peterson, 180 acres of land^ 60 
acres of which belonged to (Worsen, and 40 acres to each of 
the others. This land is referred to in the patent of Qov. 
Dongan to Palmer, and mentioned as the land belonging to 
Cornelius Corsen and company. Another patent to the same 
parties, of the same date, conveyed 820 acres of land lying 
westward of, and bonnded by the Mill Creek, beside 83 acres 
of salt meadow *^ where most convenient" This Comelins is 
deedgnated as Captain in a record in Albany, dated Dec 81, 
1680. We find him mentioned again in the county records as 
being plaintiff in a suit in January, 1681. He died before 
Dec. 7, 169S, as his will was proved on that day, before 
•'* Benjamin Fletcher, Captain-General and Govemor-in-chief 
of the province of New York, province of Pennsylvania, 
county of Newcastle, and the territories and tracts depending 
thereon in America." By this will he devises his property to 
his wife Maritje for her life, and then to be equally divided 
among his children. He had at least three sons ; Christian, 
3d Judge and Lt Col. in 1738, Cornelius, a justice, and Jacob, 
who made his will Oct 8, 1742, by which he makes the 
following bequests: his homestead to his son Jacob, £70 
($176) to his daughter Suster, wife of Johannes Simonson ; 
£70 to his daughter Mary, wife of Joshua Mersereau ; £70 to 
his son Don we ; £70 to his son Benjamin ; £70 to his daughter 
Rebecca, wife of John Blom ; to his sons Douweand Benjamin 
ail his lands in Hunterdon county, N. J.; to his daughter 
Suster all his lands on the west side of Staten Island, meaning 
the land mentioned in his father's patent as lying west of the 
Mill Creek, on which some of the Simonson family, her 
descendants, still reside; to his son Jacob his silver-hilted 
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sword and silk sash,* and all his other goods to his children 
equally. 

I Daniel Corsen, who was Coanty Clerk in 1789, was probably 

another son of Capt Conelias. 

I In the church-yard of the Reformed Church at Port Rich- 

mond, there are still to be seen two head-stones, with the 
following inscriptions in the Dutch (Holland) language : 

i Hier onder ruflt het lyk. Tsa 

\ COBKEUTTB C0B8EM, Esq^ 

j OYerleden den 26 Maart — 

I A. D. MDOCLY on^ 

j — ^ynde LUL 

Here under rests the body of 

j C0B5£LID8 COB8EM, Esq., 

who died ihe 26 March, 176S, 
in hia 58d 



Hier legt het Lighaam yan 

jAxmsnk Yah Bobkebx, 
Huy 8 vroaw van Gomelina 



Orerleeden den 

MDOCXLEL 

ZjudeL Jaar 

Here lies the body of 

JjQOS Yah Bubkuik, 

wife of ComeliuB Corsen— — 

died the , 1749, in her SOth year. 

This good old lady was probably a native of Bergen, N. J., 
where there were several families of the Van Buskirks, 
there being none of that name on the Island at that date. 
She was bom in 1699, three years before her husband, a sub- 
ject of William and Mary ; she was three years old when 
Queen Anne began to reign ; she was fifteen years old when 
Oeorge L was crowned, and twenty-eight when George IL 

• Vide App N. (97.) 
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ascended the throne, and had been dead eleven yean when 
George III. succeeded to the crown ; she had chUdren older 
than George Washington, who was seventeen when she died ; 
she had been dead twenty-seven years when the United 
States were declared independent She has slumbered in her 
tomb a hundred and twenty-seven years, all unconscious of 
the mighty events which have transpired during that period ; 
strangers have trodden in her paths for more than a century 
and a quarter ; her country's foemen, with ruthless foot, 
have desecrated her tomb, but she heeded nothing, and slept 
on as unconcerned as if all had been as ])eac^ul and quiet 
as her own slumbers. 

Cornelius and Jannetje Van Buskirk had the following 
children : 

A daughter, bap. Nov. 34, 1728. 
A son Peter, bap. Aug. IS, 1785. 
A son Christian, bap. Feb. 96, 17S7. 
A son Cornells, bap. Feb. 28, 1729, died an infant 
A son Comelis, bap. Feb. 21, 1781 • 
A son Jacobus (Jacob), bap. Oct 22, 1782. 
A son Daniel, bap. Mar. 0, 1785, died May 22, 1801. 
A daughter, bap. Sep. 10, 1786. 
A daughter, bap. Sep. 28, 1738. 
We append the following, collected chiefly from church 
records: 
Cornelius, son of Benjamin, bap. May 4, 1714. 
Daniel, bom 1714, died Jan. 26, 1761. 
Capt Jacob, bom 1707, died 1772. 

Benjamin and Blaudina Vile (Viele) had a son Benjamin, 
bap. Aug. 8, 1718. 
Jacob and Cornelia Cruser liad the following children : 
Jacob (see note) bap. Oct. 18. 1747, and three daughters, 
between 1730 and 1764. 
Douwe (son of Jacob) and Jannetje Cosin, had a chQd bap. 
Oct 5, 1765. 

Daniel and Maria Stilwell had sons Richard and Daniel, 
both bap. Nov. 7, 1763. 
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Cornelias, Jr., had son Cornelias, bap. Sep. 3, 1787, and a 
danghter Jannetje (Jane), bap. Oct 17, 1790. 

Richard had a danghter Catharine, bap. Ang. SO, 1780. 

Daniel and Elizabeth Bogart, had son Cornelius, bap.' Sep. 
17, 1768, and son William Howe, bom Nov. 24, 1776.* 

Jacob had a danghter, bap. Mar. 2ff, 1701, a son Jacob, 
bap. Oct 21, 1707, (see Capt Jacob, above) and a son Ben- 
jamin, bap. Apr. 1, 1710. 

Corsen and Elsey Ayro mar. Nov., 1801. 

Hiram J., of New Springville, is the son of Cornelias V. 
B. ; he was the son of Richard ; and he was the son of Cor- 
nelias. 

Nate.— We copy, as a cariosity, an inscription on a grave- 
stone in the Port Richmond Ref. Chnrch grave-yard, as 
follows : 

*^Her 1^ het lighaam van Jacob Corsen, Zoon Van Jacob 
A. Corsen, Jan', Deezer Werreld overleeden den 6 : 9 ber : 
1748 oad zynde 16 Manden en 14 Dagen." 

Here lies the body of Jacob Corsen, son of Jacob A. Cor- 
sen, Jnn., who departed this world November 6, 1748, 16 
months and 14 days old. 

This was nndonbtedly the infiint son of Jacob and Cor- 
nelia^ whose baptism is noticed in the text 

* Daniel and Elisabeth Bogart his wife, had also three other sons, John, Dan- 
iel and Richard ; Richard married Elisabeth Egbert, and they were the parents 
of Mr. Abraham E. Corsen, of Mariner's Harbor. Daniel bailt the stone-honse 
stiU standing near the Richmond Tampike, and now the propertj of A. G. Brad- 
ley, Esq. ; sabseqnentlj he owned a farm on the C3oTe road, now or recently the 
propertj of Hajnes Lord, Esq., where he ^ed, and the place came into the pos- 
session of his son Richard. William Howe Corsen lived to haye a familj of his 
own ; a short time preyions to the war of 1812, he was murdered, and his body 
concealed under a bridge on the pablie road. Evidently he had been robbed. 
The perpetrators of the crime were never detected. 
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COBTELYOU, 



This name, in some of the old records, is written Corteleaa ; 
it is of French origin, bat changed through a long reridenoe 
in Holland, previous to emigration to America. The ftimily . 
was in this country at an early date : Jacques Cortelliau (so 
written by himself; ) was the surveyor, who, in 1667, laid out 
the town of New Utrecht, on Long Island, into 20 lots, of 60 
acres each, one of which was assigned to him for his reri- 
dence. He came to America in 1662, for in 1687, when the 
inhabitants of Kings County took the oath of all^g^noe to 
James II, the name of Jaques Corteljou is found among 
them, with a note attached, that he had then been in the 
country 86 years. He had four sons, all of whom had been 
bom on Long Island ; their names were Jacque^ Jr., Cor- 
nells, Pieter, Willem ; stall, in the assessment roll of New 
Utrecht, for the year 1676, neither of their names appear. 
•The fomily on Staten Island is undoubtedly descended firom 
that of Long Island, though when the removal took place, is 
uncertain ; a part of them remained on Long Island, as in 
1738 we find the names of ^'pijeter kartelijou,'* and **ailte 
kartelijou,'' stUl at New Utrecht The first mention of the 
name in the church records on Staten Island, is that of 
Jaques, and his wife Jacomyntie (Jemima) Van Pelt, who 
had a daughter Debora, bap. Dec. 26, 1720. Aaron, who 
was bom 1726, and died Aug. 22, 1780, was undoubtedly the • 
son of Jacques and Jacomyntie, as they appear to have been 
the only family of the name on Staten Idand. Aaron had 
a son Peter, bom Dec. 27, 1768, and died Feb. 3, 1867, and 
he was the father of the present representative of the family. 
Judge Lawrence H., of Fresh Kill. Aaron was one of the 
original members of the Moravian Church. There was a 
Jacob, probably a brother of Peter, bora Aug. 26, 1760, and 
died Feb. 7, 1817. There is a record of a Peter, who married 
Sarah Van Pelt, Dec. 81, 1801. 
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CRIPS. 

This family can scarcely be nnmbered among the old 
families of the county, though at one time they were toler- 
ably numerous ; they are now almost extinct The earliest 
notice we have found in the marriage of John Crips and 
Margaret Bety (Beatty) Jan. 6, 1761, they had a son Wil- 
liam, bom Apr. 28, 1764. 

William and Sarah had daughter Elizabeth, bap. June 23, 
1771. 

Thomas and Mary Ferine were married Nov. — ^ 1791. 

James and Elizabeth Blake were married Oct 1, 1801. 

There was a Richard, mentioned in the county records in 
1766. 



CROCHERON. 

One branch of this family, which once was numerous, but 
is now disappearing, is represented by Mr. Daniel O. Cro- 
cheron, of Graniteville ; Mr. Abraham Crocheron, of New 
Springvillei, represents another branch, both having descended 
from the same original progenitor. Joseph, Daniel G., Abra- 
ham, Stephen, David and Oeorge, were the sons of Daniel 
Crocheron and Eliza Wood his wife, who were married August 
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3, 1791. Daniel was the son of Abraham and Margaret his wife, 
and was bom Jan. 16, 1770. Abraham was the son of Daniel 
and Maria Dapny his wife, and was baptijied March 80, 1740, 
and died June %, 1806. Mr. Abraham Crocheron, of New 
Springville, is the son of Abraham, who was bom Jan. 6« , 
1700, and he was the son of Abraham and Jane his wife. 

The first mention of the fomily in the coanty records is of 
John, in 1698 ; subsequently, bat in the same year, mention 
is made of Nicholas, so that there were two individuals of the 
name of Crocheron in the county at that early date, but we have 
no means of knowing in what degree of relationsldp they stood 
to each other, if any. Henry Crocheron and Nannie his wife 
had the following sons : John, bora April 13, 1770; Henry, bom 
Dec. 36, 1772 ; Jacob, bom Augast23, 1774, (he married Mary 
Oakley, Feb. 23, 1797 ; he was Sheriff of the County, etc.,) 
and Reuben, baptised September 34, 1789. Abraham Cro- 
cheron and Elizabeth his wife had a son Nicholas, born August 
9, 1761, and died December 30, 1817, (he was familiarly known 
as '' Squire Nick,") Henry, born March 33, 1766. 

There was another Abraham, and Margaret his wife, who 
had a son Daniel, bora January 16, 1770. 

Daniel and Sarah liis wife had a daughter Mary, born April 
8,1776. 

John Crocheron and Jenny liis wife, had a daughter Mary, 
bora March 4, 1778. 

Abraham and Mary Prall his wife had a son Abraham, 
bora Sept 4, 1787, and a son Benjamin, baptized June 38, 
1789. (Benjamin died a few years ago on the Old Place Bead ; 
liis wife was Susannah Prall, his cousin. Abraham, the 
father, formerly owned the farm now a i>art of New Brighton). 

Another Daniel liad a son Daniel bora June 9, 1788. 

John and Hannah Housman were married February 10, 
1793. 

Daniel and Jane Jones were married November 39, 1798. 

Nicholas and Winant were married May 38, 1801. 

The (hrocheron &mily have been prominent in the county ; 
Henry was Member of Congress 1816— '17. Jacob was Mem. 
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ber of Congress 1829— '81 ; Presidential elector in 1886; 
Sheriff 1803, 1811 and 1831. 

Nicholas was Member of Assembly, 1864. 

Richard was County Treasurer, and Surrogate, 1886, and 
for several years thera^ifter. 

The famUy is of French descent 



CRUSER. 

Cruisb, Csoes, Kroesen, &c. The family is of Dutch 
descent 

It is impossible now to ascertain when Gkuret, who is pro- 
bably the first of the nam.e in America, emigrated. In 1676, 
we find him rated in Breucklyn, but after that date his name 
does not appear among the freeholders of that place. It is 
probable that he removed to Staten Island the following year, 
for then Sir Edmond Andross granted him a patent for 160 
acres of land on Staten Island. On Long Island he had but 
28 acres. He had, probably, the following sons, Hendrick, 
Cornelius, Dirk or Derick, Garret and Jan. Hendrick, who 
was perhaps the eldest, had several children baptized on 
Staten Island between 1698 and 1716. Cornelius married 
Helena Van Tuyl, probably a daughter of Otto Van TuyU 
and had the following children baptized here : 
Hendrick, Oct. 10, 1781. 
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Abraham, Jnly 29, 1788, died March 11, 1770. 
Cornelias, Aug. 8, 1786. 
Derick had the following children baptized here : 
Nicklas, May 0, lOM. 
Derick, Oct 22, 1701. 
Hendrick, Jaljr 8, 1707. 
Garret Irnd the following children baptized here : 
Cornelias, Oct 88, 1711. 
Derick, Oct 18, 1718. 
Ghirret, April 1, 1717. 
Jan had a daughter Elizabeth, baptized Jnly 14, 1718. 
Cornelius, son of Cornelius and grandson of Garret, married 
Beel^e de Groot, and had a son Cornelius, ))aptized Aug. 
26, 1769. 

Abraham, son of Cornelius, and grandson Of Garret, 
married Antye Simonson, and had a son Johannes, or John, 
baptized June 4, 1760. 

(This John had a daughter Elizabeth, baptized May 10, 
1780.) 

Garret, son of Gkurret and grandson of the original Garret* 
married Claartje (Clara, Clare, Clarissa) Blencrof t, and had a 
daughter Cornelia, baptized Aug. 27, 1740; a daughter 
Clarissa, baptized Oct 11, 1748, and a son Hendrick June 24, 
1762, and others. 

Garret, son of Hendrick and grandson of the origmal Garret, 
married Gertrude Van Tuyl, and had the following children : 
Hendrick, baptized Dec. 8, 1723. 
Femitje (Euphemia!) Sept 18, 1728. 
Abraham, Aug. 6, 1782. 
The late Morris H. Cruser and brothers are the direct de- 
scendants of John, mentioned above. . 

The family were once numerous and prominent, but like 
many other of the old fiimilies, is disappearing. 
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CUBBERLY. 

This family is of English descent, but came to Staten 
Island from New Jersey. The name originally was written 
Coverle, but by some unaccountable metamorphosis, has be- 
come so changed that the owners of the original name, were 
they living, would not recognize their own legitimate descend- 
ants. 

The first of the name on Staten Island was Isaac, who re- 
sided here in 1789. Probably he came here a young man, 
for he married here, in the Joumeay family. His sons were 
Stephen, Joseph, James, Thomas and Isaac. Isaac married 
an English woman named Broughton, and had two sons — 
William, now living in New Jersey, and James, once clerk 
of the county ; Mrs. Charles E. Racy, of West New Brighton, 
is also his daughter. Isaac resided at the noted locality 
known as ^^The Elm Tree,'' where, though a large part of 
his property is now submerged by the waters of the ocean, 
his dwelling house still stands. 

There is another branch of the family which we are unable 
to trace, viz. : Joseph and Auder (sic) his wife had a son 
James, bom Oct 18, 1776 ; this James married Eleanor Ralph, 
January 20, 1799. The late William Cubberly, of Port 
Richmond, is descended from this branch. 



ANNALS or 8TATEN ISLAND. 860 

DECKER. 

This family is by fiur the most numerous, as well as one of 
the oldest, on the Island. Its progenitor was Johannes De 
Decker, who arrived here in April, 16S5. He was a promi- ' 
nent man in the colony, filling various offices of responsi- 
bility, and after a public service of many years, finally set- 
tied down for the remainder of his life on his farm of 120 
acres, on Stateii Island. His numerous descendants have so 
frequently intermarried, that at this day it is worse than use- 
less to attempt to trace their genealogy. Some of the elder 
members retained the prefix De, but it has long ago fallen 
into disuse. Mattheus De Decker, probably a son of Jo- 
hannes, had 

A son John, bap. Sep. 7, 1(N^. 

A son Abraham, Oct SI, 1707. 

A daughter Elizabeth, Apr. 17, 1711, and 

A son Mattheus, , 1716 ; to this baptism Pieter De 

Decker was sponsor, who was also probably a son of Johan- 
nes. 

This Pieter and Susanna Hetfeel (Hatfield,) his wife, had 
the following chfldren baptised : 

A daughter Maria, Sep. 21, 1718. 

A son Johannes, July S4, 1790. 

A daughter Susanna, May S4, 17S4. 

A daughter Sara, Oct 38, 1738. 

A son Mattheus, June 10, 1738. 

A daughter Eva, Mar. 36, 1733, and 

A son Abraham, Apr. 7, 1785. 
John— probably a son of Mattheus— and Maria Swaim, had 
a daughter bap. July 3, 1736, Charles Decker, sponsor, who 
was probably another son of Johannes. 
John (son of Pieter) and llancy, or Anna Merrell, had 

A son Johannes, bap. Apr. 10, 1743, and 

A son Richard, Apr. 36, 174& 
Charles, (above mentioned,) and Lena Swaim, had 
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A son Matthys, bap. Apr. 6, 1730, died in infancy. 

A son Matthens, bap. Mar. 16, 1733, and 

A daughter, Jan. 8, 1738. ' 

Kichard, known as Col., bom May 16, 1747, died May 26« 
1817 ; his mother was a Merrill (see above)« and his wife was 
Wyncha Merrill. They had a son Richard, bap. Oct. 36, 
1788. 

Matthew, (son of Charles) and Merrian« his wife, had 
A son Israel, bap. Ang. 28, 1763, and Israel had a 
daughter bap. Feb. — , 178a 

John (son of John, above) and Elizabeth, his wife, had 
A son Reuben, born Aug. 6, 1766, and 

Reuben and Mary Swaim were married July 36, 1790. 

Abraham and Phebe his wife had 
A son Noah, born Mar. 36, 1773, and 
A son Charles, born Apr. 10, 1776. 

Moses and Elizabeth Wood were married April, ^ 1769. 

Matthias and Lidde (Lydia) Milburn were married Nov. 
, 1776. 

Isaac and Margaret Jones were married Aug. 7, 1791. 

Jacob and Leah Depue were married June 6, 1796. 

Sylvanus and Sarah Parker were married Oct 34, 1800. 

Isaac and Elizabeth Christopher were married Oct 18, 1804. 

Matthew made his will Apr. 36, 1787, proved Sep. 16, 1787, 
in which he mentions his wife Catharine, son of Matthew, a 
minor, and daughters Margaret, Elsie, Elizabeth, Ann and 
Catharine, who was lame. 

Hon. John Decker, of Port Richmond, represents one 
branch of this family ; his brothers were Matthias, Benjamin 
and David, the two first deceased. Their father was David, 
and their mother Catharine Decker ; David's brothers were 
John, Benjamin and Abraham ; they were the sons of Benja- 
min and Mary Egbert, and Benjamin was the son either of 
Matheus, son of Cliarles, or Mattheus son of Pieter, probably 
the latter. 
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Db GBOOT. 

This &mily, though originally French, and known as Le 
Grand, for centuries past has been regarded as Dntch, the ^ 
name by which it is now known being simply a translation of 
the French name. The eminent scholar and advocate, Hugo 
de Oroot, otherwise known as Grotias, was a member of this 
family. Motley, in his life of John of Bameveld, says of him : 
'' He was then (Jane 6th, 1619) Jast 86 years old. Although 
comparatively so young, he had been long regarded as one of 
the great luminaries of Europe for learning and genius. Of 
an ancient and knightly race, his immediate ancestors had 
been as fiimous for literature, science and munidpal abilities, 
as their more distant progenitors for deeds of arms in the 
feudal struggles of Holland in the middle ages. His father 
and grandfkther had alike been eminent for Hebrew, Greek 
and Latin scholarship, and both had occupied high positions 
in the University of Leyden from the banning. Hugo, bom 
and nurtured under such quickening influences, had been a 
scholar and poet almost from his cradle. He wrote respecta- 
ble Latin verses at the age of seven ; he was matriculated at 
Leyden at the age of eleven. When fourteen, he took his 
bachelor' s d^pree. On leaving the University, he was attached 
to the embassy of Bameveld, and Justinus van Nassau to 
the Court of Henry lY . In France, before he was fifteen, he 
received from fhe University of Orleans the degree of Doctor 
of Laws. At seventeen he was an Advocate in full practice 
before the Supreme tribunals of the Hague, and when twenty- 
three years old he was selected by Prince Maurice from a list 
of three candidates for the important post of Fiscal or Attor- 
ney-General of Holland. At twenty-six he published Mare 
Idberum— a little later, his work on the Antiquity of the 
Batavian Republic. At twenty-nine he had completed his 
Latin History of the Netherlands. His great work on the 
Rights of War and Peace was afterwards written." ♦ ♦ ♦ 

There were two emigrantn of this name to America, viz.. 
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Willem Pietersen de Groot, wife and five children, came 
over in April, 1662, in the ship called the <*Hope;" and 
Staes de Qroot, who came over in the ** Spotted Cow," the 
succeeding April. 

The name is not fonnd in any of the old State documents, 
except upon Staten Island and in Albany county. The emi- 
grants settled in these places, the latter on Staten Island. The 
earliest notice in our local records is as follows : 

Johannes (a son of Staes) and Elizabeth Seckkels his wife 
had the following children : 

Peter, bap. April 2d, 1729. 

Robert, bap. Oct 10th, 1781. 

Johannes, bap. Feb. 1st, 1785. 
Peter married Claartje (Clare) Post, and had the following 
children : 

(Garret, bap. Aug. 26th, 1751. 

John, bap. May 2d, 1768. 

Katrina, bap. July 27th, 1766. 

Gertrude, bap. July 17th, 1768. 
John, son of Peter, married Mary Wood, and they were 
the parents of Jacob de Groot, who died March 11th, 1876, 
aged 86 years, and grand-parents of Alfred de Groot, the 
present representative of the family in this county. 
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DE HART. 

Of the anoeston of this &mily on the Island, there is but 
little to be learned from the local records ; what we have been 
able to glean is as follows : 
Daniel had a son Daniel, bap. Oct S3, 1707. 

A daughter , April 17, 1711. 

A son Matthias, bap. , 1816. 

A son Samuel, bap. 1717, died May 17, 1708. 
Baltus and Mary Phillipse, had daughter Gatalyn, bap. 
1746 or -'7. 
Matthias, bom Aug. 21, 1749 ; died Oct SO, 1840. 
Edward had a son Jacob, bap. Oct 34, 1790. 



DEPUY. 
Dbput, Pbw, Dupub, Dspeub, Diepbw, fto. 

At the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, there was a Prot- 
estant family of this name in Languedoc. Two brothers of 
this family, Philip and David, then fled to Holland, and be- 
came officers in the army of William of Orange ; they ac- 
companied him to England, and were both killed at the bat- 
tle of the Boyne. Another brother, Samuel, was an officer 
in the British army, and served in the Low Countries. But 
some of the name were in » America before the Revocation. 
In 1662, Nicolas du Pui, with his wife and three children, 
came to this country in the ship called the ** Purmerland 
Church ;'' he probably settled on Staten Island, and was the 






374 ANNALS OF 8TATEN ISLAND. 

progenitor of tbe fitmily here, as we find his baptismal name 
perpetuated among them. If this assumption is correct, then 
the names of two of the three children were John and Francis, 
for we find them mentioned in the public records as early as 
1680; John as defendant in a suit in March of that year, and 
Francis as owning a tract of woodland near Fresh Kill, in 
December of that year. We do not meet with the name of 
Francis after that date, but find the name of John a^n, in 
the church record, as having a daughter Elizabeth baptized 
Oct. 22, 1707, and a son Moses, July 22, 1714. 

Nicolas, perhaps a grandson of the original, and Neeltje 
(Cornelia) Dekker had the following children : 

A daughter, bap. Apr. 6, 1724. 

A son, John, bap. June 27, 1726. 

A son, Matthew, bap. Oct 8^ 1726. 

A son, Nicolas, bap. June 4, 17S0. 

A son, Moses, bap. Oct 27, 1732. 

A son, Aaron, bap. Aug. 26, 1789. 
Nicholas, last mentioned, was supervisor of Westfield, 
1766, &c. 

John, last mentioned, and his wife Sarah, had a son Nich- 
olas, bap. ^ .1757. 

Moses, last mentioned, and his wife Leah, had the follow- 
ing children : 

John, bom Jan. 10, 1769. 

Nicholas, bom June 3, 1766. 

Moses, bom Jan. 17, 1769. 
Barents who probably was another son of Nicolas, and 
Neltje, and his wife Elsie Poillon, had the following children : 

Martha, bap. May 20, 1760. 

Elsie, bap. Dec. 9, 1789. 
There was a Barent, who made his will June 4, 1792, which 
was probated Aug. 17, 1792, in which he speaks of his wife 
Mary, and the following children : Nicholas, Barent, Daniel, 
Abraham, Mary, Elsie, Sally and Elizabeth. These two 
named Barents may be identical, but if so, he was twice mar* 
ried, and his daughter Martha was dead when he made his 
will. 
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DISOSWAY. 

The name of Da Secoy is found among the Hngnenot fluni- 
lies who left France before the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes. It has been ascertained, from the State recordsi that , 
Marcus, Job, Peter, Israel, and Susanne, settled on Staten 
Island, oppodte Perth Amboy, more than two centuries ago. 
The name of Marcus is mentioned in the colonial history in 
1673, petitioning for men to be sent to Court at Fort William 
Henry. A portion of the land ori^nally purchased by this 
family (600 acres), and the stone house erected upon it, is 
Qtill owned and occupied by some of the descendants. like 
many other French names, unpronouncable to English and 
Dutch tongues, this has undergone various changes in the 
course of two hundred years. In the Dutch Church baptis- 
mal records, the oldest and most reliable authority, it is 
always written Du Secoy and Du Secay. In the County re- 
cords, often copied by careless or illiterate clerks, the name is 
spelled Dus Souchoy, Dusway, Dusuchoy, Dussoway, Des* 
soway, Dusosway, Disosway. The fact that the original em* 
igrants were Huguenots, is evidence of their individual piety, 
and it is said that, during the war of the Revolution, though 
surrounded by enemies, they were firm in their adherence to 
the cause of their country. 

There are several of the name mentioned in the County 
records as having purchased land as early as 1687. The fol- 
lowing are taken from old church records : 

Marcus Du Secoy had a son Gabriel, bap. Apr. SO, 1708, at 
which Susanna Du Secoy was sponsor ; these were, probably, 
two of the original emigrants. As there was no Gabri^ 
among them, it was the Gabriel whose baptism we have Just 
noticed, who was sponsor at the baptism of his relative's (prob- 
ably sister's) child, in Jan., 1735, when Dina Du Secoy, wife 
of Henrick Bries, had a daughter baptized ; she had had a 
son Henrick baptized three years previous. 

Israel, and Gertrude Van Deventer, his wife, had a daugh- 
ter baptized June S, 17S8. 
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Job, and Sara Deny, his wife, had a son Johannes baptized 
September 32, 1728. 

ComelinS) and Catharine, his wife, had a daughter Ann, 
baptized December 9, 1757. 

Mark and Eliza Cortelyon married November 2, 1790. 



DUBOIS. 

Sometimes written Dubots, Dsbaa, Ac. 

This was a large fiimily, some of them residing in Brittany, 
and some in French Flanders. Antoine Dubois, and some of 
his relatives, fled to England as early as 1583, to escape per- 
secution for their religious opinions. It is not known when 
the family first came on the Island, nor who was the first 
of the name; the earliest name mentioned in the church 
record is that of Louis du Bois, Jun., whose wife's name was 
Catharine Van Brunt'; they had a son Samuel who was 
baptised Dec. 11, 1787. They had also a son Benjamin, and 
a son John. Benjamin became a minister of the Reformed 
Dutch Church in 1764, and was immediately settled over the 
churches of Freehold and Middletown, N. J., where he re- 
mained sixty-three yeiEurs. 

John and Hester his wife had a daughter Mary, bom June 
S7, 1766 ; he made his will Jan. 17, 1798, which was proved 
Feb. 1, 1794, in which he speaks of his wife Hester; his 
daughters, Hester, wife of Lewis Frail; Martha, wife of 
Daniel Winants ; Elizabeth, wife of Charles Laf orge ; and 
Mary, wife of James Laf orge, and his son Bichard. 
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There was another John who had a son, Nathaniel R., and 
died at the a^e of 87 ; his son, Nathaniel, died in May, 1874, 
a^ 80 years ; his wife was Frances Butler. 

Lewis and Jane Merserean married Jan. IS, 1804. 

The family, once tolerably numerous and highly respect- 
able, are almost extinct in the county. 



DU8TAN. 

This family has for many years been identified with the 
Island. William and Peter were natives of Scotland, and 
emigrated to America at an early age. The former, locally 
known as Mi^or Dustan, was born September 11th, 1709, and 
died on Staten Island, May 23d, 1841, nearly 82 years of age. 
He left one son, Isaac Eip, whose melancholy death is re-, 
corded on his monument in the Moravian Cemetery,as follows: 

''This monument is erected a tribute of esteem to the 
memory of Isaac Kip Dustan, aged 88 years and 7 months, 
who lost his life while in the discharge of his duties as CSap- 
tain of the ill-fated Steamer Atlantic, off Fisher's Island, 
during the memorable gale of the 28th of November, 184A.*' 

The monument is surmounted by a marble bell, on which 

is the following epitaph. 

'* Far, far o'er the waves, like a fuieral knaD, 
MonrnfaUy sounds the Atlantic's bdL 
Tis the knell of the dead, but the Uving may hear : 
Tis a wammg to all, mid the onening jear. 
In the midst of our life, as we draw out each b re a t h, 
How swifUy we haste to the cavhrns of death ; 
Maj the fate of the lost one our own warning he 
Like a death-knell rung out o'er life's treaoherons sea." . 
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Capt Dustan was a man of powerful frame, with a com- 
manding presence, and a universal favorite. He married a 
daughter of the late Charles M. Simonson, and left one son, 
Charles, who, during the late rebellion, entered the Union 
army as a private, and gradually rose to the rank of Brigadier- 
G^eneral. He is now a resident of the State of Alabama, and 
a member of its Legislature. The wife of Oeo. J. Greenfield, 
Esq., of Edgewater, is also his daughter. 



EDDY. 



The present representatives of this family are Cornelius C, 
of Stapleton, and his cousin James, of Huguenot, in West- 
field. The former is the son of William, who was killed by 
his horse running away, in January, 1838 ; the latter is the 
son of John, also deceased. William, John and Andrew, 
who is still living near Wood-row church, Westfield, were 
brothers and sons of William, the first of the name, who 
came here from New Jersey, during the war of the Revolu- 
tion, with the intention of remaining but a short time ; but 
either the refusal of a pass, or protracted delay in furnishing 
it, detained him on the Island, until finally, having probably 
formed some attachment, he relinquished the idea of return- 
ing, and settled permanently. 
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EGBERT. 

The first emigrant of this name was probably Govert 
Egbert, who came to America in the ship called the ^^ Spotted 
Cow," in 1680, bnt it is not certain that he ever lived on Staten 
Island. 

The first mention of the name in connection with the Island, 
is that of Tnnis, who bonght land in 1008, and sold land to 
John Androvat in January, 1699. The tradition, in one 
branch of the family, is that some of the grandsons of this 
Tnnis are still living, which is improbable, nnless we accord 
to him an extraordinary length of life, as well as to his son 
Johannes or John. U this Tnnis married Petronella Dupny, 
then his son John was bap. Dec. 174S, and his sons, in the 
order of their birth, were Joseph, John, Tunis, Samuel, Ed- 
ward, Thomas, Holmes, Cornelius, Henry, and William. Of 
these are still living (1876) Edward, on the Manor road, 
Castleton ; Cornelius,* on the Amboy road, Southfield, and 
William at Oraniteville. If the above is reliable, then prob- 
ably the same Tunis had another son named Abraham, (bom 
Sep. 21, 1747, died Oct 2, 1816), who was father of the fol- 
lowing sons, viz.: Abraham, Joseph, Tunis, Cornelius, John, 
Stephen, James and Edward ; two sons and seventeen grand- 
sons, besides grand-daughters and daughters, whose names 
are not given. We subjoin the following, indiscriminately, 
as we have collected them from several records. 

James is mentioned in the county records in 1724, and again 
in 1766. 

Peter is also mentioned in 1787. 

Tunis, probably a son of the original Tunis, bom 1720, and 
died May 19, 1806. 

Tunis bom Jan. 11, 1769, died Nov. 6, 1826. 

Moses and his wife Caty had a son Abmham, bom Nov. 8, 
1768, *« about 3 o'clock.'' 

•VldeApp.N.(6a) 
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Moses, the above, was bom Oct 21, 1743, and died Nov. 
IS, 1831. 

Jacas (James!) and Trientje Backer (Baker!) had a 
dangbter bap. Oct. 11, 1748. 

Abraham and Elizabeth Gerresen had a daughter bap. Apr. 
17, 1744, and a son Benjamin, bom Ang. 2S, 1768. 

Abraham and Francyntje Parain (Francina Ferine) had a 

son Abraham, bom Maj 22, 1715 ; a son John, bap. Apr. 10, 

1720 ; a daughter Eb'zabeth, bap. June 17, 1722. 

I . Jacobus (James) and Catharine Denj had a son Johannes, 

j bap. July 14, 1728 ; a son Laurens, bap. Mar. 24, 1724. 

I Jaques and Catharine Bakker (Baker !) had a daughter 

Susannah, bap. Nov. 4, 1733, identical with the above Jacus. 

Anthony and his wife Mary had a son Reuben, bom Sep. 
13, 1770, **on Thursday, about 10 of the clock in y* Morning." 

A daughter Martha, *' born April 26 about 10 of y* clock 
in y* morning, 1772, on Saterday." 

A daughter Eleanor, ^^ bora Aug. 7 about one of y* clock in 
y* morning 1774." 

John and Catharine his wife had twins, Tunis and iBleanor, 
bom Nov. II, 1771." 

Barney and Ann Taylor married Oct 4, 1801. 



ENYARD. 

In the County records is found the name of JoUis Inyard, 
who purchased land on the Island as early as 1687, and sold 
land in 1692. In 1708 the same individual, under the name 
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of Yellis Ingart, sold land. The names JolliSi Yellis, and 
Oillis are the same, being Dutch oorraptfons of Giles. He 
had a son Matthys, (Matthias) whose wife was Elizabeth 
Oerritson, and they had the following children : 

Matthys,* bap. Jan. 7, 178a 

Gillis, bap. Dec 17, 178S. 

Snsannai bap. May 4, 178S. 

Catharine, bap. Apr. SS, 1790. 

Elisabet, bap. Apr. 18» 1748. 

Nicklaes, bap. Apr. S8, 1748. 

Nicholas married Jemima Wood, July ^ 1788. They 

had a son Elias, who was the father of Mr. John Bnyard, of 
Port Richmond, and grand-father of Rev. William T. En- 
yard, pastor of the Ref. Charch, Brighton Heights, S. I. 



FOUNTAIN. 

This family is of French ori^n. James Fontaine, or, de 
la Foantaine, as it was formerly written, the story of whose 
escape from France after the Revocation, is f^ven by Smiles ; 
Fontaine, the French fabulist. Sir Andrew Fontaine, the 
antiquarian, and many others, eminent in science and the 
arts, are of this &mily. The progenitor of those of the name 
in America, was not driven from his native land by the 
Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1686, for there is the 
notice of a ^* Charel Fonteyn, a Frenchman, and wife," who 
came to America in the ship called the '^Oolden Beaver,*' in 

• Tide App. N. (SS.) 
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1658 ; there is also a record of Antone FonQtain,*aged 30, 
who was a witness in a suit on Staten Island, in 1680. The 
family is not as numerous in the countj as formerly, some 
branches having become extinct, others having removed from 
the county. The representative of one branch of the family 
at the present day, is Mr. Vincent Fountain, of West New 
Brighton. He is the son of the late Gapt Henry Fountain, 
who was bom 1787, and died liiay 28th, 1867. He lived for 
many years in the large house between the Church of the 
Ascension and the building of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, on the North Shore. Capt Henty, and his late 
brother John, of Tompkinsville, were sons of Vincent Foun- 
tain, who was born in 1748, and died Dec. 11, 1819. Yin- 
cent was probably the son of Anthony Fountain, who was 
supervisor in 1767. 

Beside the above, there is mention in the county or church 
records, of the following : 

Antone Fontayne, who purchased land in 1686 ; probably 
he was the same who was witness in a suit six years before. 

Yincent, who both bought and sold land in 1697. -, 

Richard also bought in 1703. 

Anthony and Belitze (Isabella) Byvank, his wife, had a 
daughter baptized May 11, 1729. 

Anthony and Annate Gteretson, his wife, had a son An- 
tone, baptized Nov. 8, 1764, a son John, Nov. 30th, 1767, and 
a son Cornelius, Dec. 33d, 1769. (See foot note.) 

Anthony and Susannah, his wife, had a son Charles, bap- 
tized Sep. 36th, 1766. 

John Fountain and Catharine Fountain were married Dec. 
34th, 1804. 

Note.— Comelns Fountain died Jan. 37, 1818, and his wife 
Elizabeth lived but four days after, having died Jan 81, 1818. 
They are buried by the side of each other in a field in the 
town of Southfield, a few rods south of the Old Town road, 
and east of the S. I. Railroad. 
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FB08T. 

The first of this name in this county, as Ikr as ean now be 
ascertained, was Dr. Thomas Frost ; he resided at Biehmood, 
and from the &ct that courtSi sapervison^ meettngSi and 
other public bodies met at his house somdimes, we infer that 
he also kept an inn or tayem. That he was a dedded loyal* 
ist or tory, is evident from the indictment found against him 
by the first grand Jury which was impanelled after fhe evac- 
uation of the Island by the British, as may be seen in another 
place. The first court-house built in the county after the form - 
ation of the new government, was ujxm land purchased 
from him, which building is still standing, though in a mod- 
ernized form, and is now owned and occupied by Isaac M. 
Marsh, Esq. That Dr. Frost was here Just before the B^to- 
lution, is seen by an entry in the baptismal record of St 
Andrew's Church, which records the fact that Thomas and 
Tamar Frost had a son named William Errell, bom Febm- 
ary 17th, 1774. They had, at least, three more sons, tIs., 
Samnel, Henry and John ; what became of the two last men- 
tioned, we do not positiyely know, but Samuel continued to 
reside on the Island ; he was twice married, the first time to 
a lady from New Jersey, the second time to Catharine Bedell, 
by whom he had one son, the late Samuel H. (see dyillist) 
Samuel H. married Louisa, daughter of the late Mr. Stephen 
Ketteltas; their children were Henry (late supervisor of 
Middletown) and Stephen K. 
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GARRISON. 

Sometimes written GARRiirrsoN, Gerabtson, etc. 

There were several of the name emigrated from Holland ; 
the earliest were Gerret Gerretson Van Gelthnys* a tailor — 
came over, in 1668, in the ship '' The Gilded Beaver.'' 

John Gerretson, baker, with his wife and child, came at 
the same time, and in the same ship. 

Wonter and Stoffel came over in February, 1669, in the 
I *^ Faith." GFerret and Jan came over in December of the same 

year, in the same ship. There were several others of the 
name came over in succeeding years. 

Whether the fkmily on the Island have all descended from 
one emigrant, or from more, it is now impossible to determine. 
The earliest mention of the name on the Island occurs in 1691, 
when Jacob gave his brother John a power of attorney to 
sell land on Smoking Point, from which we infer that Jacob 
was not a resident of the Island, and John was. From 1698 
to 1702 we find the names of Frederick, Christopher Lambert, 
(Sheriff in 1802) and Seger, all as land owners. 

Hendrick is mentioned in the County records 1768 ; he 
lived on the Clinch property, Richmond Road, near Finger- 
board Road ; his mouth, it is said, when he closed it, con- 
tracted into wrinkles, like that of some kind of fishes ; he is 
said to have been remarkably athletic and active, and his 
voice was so exceeding powerful, he could make himself 
heard over a mile. His son Harmanus was bom in April, 
17S2, and died July 8, 1818. Harmanus' son John, (always 
named as John, Esq.) was born in 1761*, and died December 
19, 1837 ; he was County Judge from 1803 to 1828, Presiden- 
tial elector in 1808, and surrogate 1820. John's son Harmanus 
was Member of Assembly, 1826 ; it was humorously said of 
him that he carried more weight in the Assembly than any 
other member, for he weighed over 300 pounds. This Har- 
manus had three brothers, John, Jun., Oeorge and Garret; 
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John, Jan., was Member of Assembly, 1836 ; his sons are 
Jacob C, and John of Fresh Kills. 

The Tenerable John C, now living at Garrison's Station, 8. L 
R. R, was bom March 15, 1788 ; he is the son of John, and 
his mother was Blixabeth Conner, sister of the late Col. BIch- 
ard Conner; his grandfather was usually called Hannis, 
which is an abbreviation of the word Johannes. 

In addition to the above, we find in the several Church 
records mention made of the following : 

Jacob, bom Sept ^ 1706, died July S, 1847 ; he married 

Catharine Simonson, Jan. 18^ 1789. 

John, known as Col., bom 1761, died Aug. 15, 18S8 ; he 
had a daughter bap. Sept 7, 1787. 

Nicholas and Christina Van Wpglom, son Abraham bap. 
Sept 91, 1744. 

Daniel and Mary had the following children : 
Charles, bom Feb. 11, 1755. 
Jacob, bom June 18, 1757. 
Daniel, bap. Aug. 32, 1768. • 

Daniel made his will Dec SI, 1798, proved Dec. 5, 1708, in 
which he speaks of his wife Mary, and his children Danid, 
Jacob, Charles, Catharine Buskirk, and Mary. • 

Isaac and Maria Christopher, son Christopher bap. Mar. 81, 
1781. 

John and Susan Lake, married Dec. 88, 1806. 

Charles, Sheriff in 1790, and Adrianche, mentioned in' the 
County records in 1768, we find no ftirther traces of. 
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GUTON. 



This is an ancient and honorable French Protestant family. 
Some of them escaped at an early date from the persecutions 
in their native conntry, and came to America; others re- 
mained until the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, when 
most of them escaped to Holland, but a few remained to fkce 
the peril. William de Gnyon de Oeis fled to Holland, and 
took service under William of Orange, and lost an arm in 
that service in Germany ; he died in 1740. Several of his de- 
scendants held commissions in the English army. Of those 
who remained in France, an aged pastor was arrested, and, 
upon being searched, a letter from Claude Brousson, who was 
a proscribed preacher, was found upon him, and he was forth- 
with executed, and the house at Nismes in which he was 
captured was razed to the ground, as a punishment to its 
owner for ^ving him shelter. The last Count Guyon was in 
the Austrian service as late as 1848. There were, probably, 
two of the f^unily came to New York at an early date — 
Gregory and Jaques. The former lived at New Rochelle in 
1710, and was then 44 years of age, and his wife, Mary, 40. 
The latter setUed on Staten Island, and received a patent 
from Sir Edmond Andross, dated March 27th, 1675, for about 
178 acres of land on Staten Island, at a quit rent of eight 
bushels of wheat. This patent is still in existence, and the 
land is still owned and occupied by one of his direct descend- 
ants, Mrs. Dr. Ephraim Clark. We find in our County re- 
cords notices of two law-suits: one, ''Jacob Jeyoung a^nst 
Isaac See, ii^ 1878 ; the other, Jaques Jeyoung against ffrancis 
Martinoe, March 6, 1781." As he was the only individual of 
the name of Guyon,— or Jeyoung, which is nearer the French 
pronunciation— he was, without doubt, the plaintiff in both 
suits, the name Jac^ob being either a clerical error, or an in- 
stance of clerical ignorance. He had a son James, bom Jan- 
uary 5th, 1714. James had a son James, bom March 16th« 
1746, whose wife^s name was Susannah, and they were the 
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The traditioii of the fiimily is that James Hatfield and a 
brother came from England long before the Revolntlon ; the 
brother settled in New Jersey, but James on Staten Island. 
During the war, James was a decided whig, a rare occurence, 
particularly on Staten Island, and was incarcerated by the 
British, or tories, somewhere in New Jersey, but was shortly 
released by the Americans. His sons were James and John 
D., who was bom April 5, 1777, and died December 8d, 1806 ; 
he married Mary, daughter of Jacob Van Pelt, and they 
were the parents of the following children : 

John, Moses, (both whom were lost at sea in December, 



• ^\ 



parents of the late MaJ. James Ouyon, &ther of Mrs. Clark, 
known in our civil list as James, Jun., who was bom Decem- 
ber 24th, 1778, and died March 9th, 184A. He was Member 
of Assembly in 1812-18, and Bepresentative in Congress in 
1819-'S0. He was married three times : first, to Ann Bedell, 
mother of Mrs. C. ; second, to Ann Ferine ; and tliird, to . ' 

Martha Seguine ; the two last were childless. 

The present MaJ. James Ouyon was the son of Harmanus, 
and his wife, Elizabeth Holmes, married May 3d, 1808. Har- 
manus — ^usually called Harry— was Member of Assembly 
1819-'20. He was the son of James by his second wife. Mar- . ' |||[ 

garet Garrison, and half-brother of James, Jr. '^ 

In the old church records of St Andrews, we find the fol- 
lowing, which we are unable to place : 

John and Elizabeth Butier married January 12th, 1800. 

Cornelius and Getty Mersereau married May 16th, 1807. 
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18S0); Maria, wife of Capt J. W. Barnes, of Port Richmond ; 
Jacob died in infancy; Jacob, bom March 17, 1817, and 
still living in Port Richmond. 

There is a record of a Benjamin Hatfield, who married 
Nanne Merrill, January 10th, 1766, and of Snsanna Hatfield, 
who was the wife of Pieter Decker, and had a child baptized 
as early as 1718. (See the Decker family). Whether these 
were members of the same &mily, it is impossible now to de^ 
termine, unless there is an error in the family tradition. 



HAUGHWOUT. 

The date of the arrival, and the name of the progenitor of 
this family, are lost It was never very numerous, and the 
notices of it in the county and church records are few. The 
earliest mention of it is where Egbert Haughwout was sponsor 
at a baptism Apr. 20, 1700, and where Peter Haughwout sold 
land in 1708. E^gbert had a daughter bap. May 4, 1714, and 
Peter and Neltje (Cornelia) Bakker his mdfe, had eight chil- 
dren baptized between 1710 and 17S0. 

Jan and Elizabeth Hooglaut had a daughter baptized Oct 
16, 1730. 

Peter and Aaltje (Alida) Bennett, of Long Island, had the 
following children : 

A daughter Neltje (Cornelia), bap. July 38, 1751. 
A son Peter, June 24, 1759. 
A son Nicholas, Mar. 1:^ 1758, and 
A son Wynant, Apr. 20, 1780 
He owned a large property at the locality now known as 
Willow Brook, or the Oun Factory, in Northfteld. He made 
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HILLYBR. 

John Hillyer, sometimes written Hilliard, lived on Staten 
Island in 1698, and married Elizabeth Dey in 1714. 

Their children were John, (supervisor in 1707) ESlizabeth, 
Mary, James, William, Nathaniel, Simon and Lawrenoe. 

The present families of the name are descended from the 
youngest son Lawrence. His son John (sheriff in 1709 and 
1819), was bom in July, 1763, and.died in July, 184a His 
wife Elsie Merrill was bom in November, 1768, and died in 
August, 1868. Their children were Lawrence, (sheriff in 1881 
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his wiU Bee; 15, 1787, probated Sep. 6, 1792, in which he ||| 

speaks of his wife Alle (or Altje), his sons Peter, Nicholas 
and Wynant, and his daughters Alle Webb, deceased, Nelly 
C!ozine, deceased, and his grand-children, the children of his 
daughter Nelly, and Alettee, Garrett, Peter and Jacobus. 

His son Peter was the father of the late Peter N., of Port . 

Richmond. His son Wynant was the father of Simon, gro- 
cer, of Graniteville, and his son Nicholas was fatheor of 
Nicholas, now deceased, who was engaged in the oyster bud- 
ness, and was the first to introduce oysters *'on the Canal * 
Street plan*'— that is, stewed or otherwise cooked, before 
which they could only be procured raw. 

Egbert and Elenor Ghirebrants had a son Daniel, bap. Mar. 
8,1788. 

Nicholas had a daughter bap. Aug. 6, 1786. 

Wynant had a son Isaac bap. Oct 38, 1787. 

Peter had a son Daniel, bap. June 7, 1788. 
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and Member of Assembly 1836 and 1887.) John B. (Member 
of Assembly 1878.) 

John B. is the father of James A., late of the firm of Pine, 
Hillyer & Co., of West New Brighton ; and Abraham, of 
the firm of Hillyer and Hartley, of New Brighton, beside 
several other children. 

Other Hillyers are mentioned in the records of St Andrew* s 
Chnrch, as follows: 
John and Esther his wife had 
A daughter, bom Sept 19, 1766. 
A son, Nathaniel, bom Occ 3, 1706. 
A daughter, bom Nov. 14, 1788. 
John, Jr., had a son Abraham, bom Jan. 90, 1769. 
William and Dinah his wife had 
' A daughter, bom Dec. 24, 1748. 
A daughter, bom Sept 11, 1766. 
John and Mary his wife had 
A daughter, bom Mar. S9, 1774 
A son John, bom April 18^ 1776. 
Lawrence and Ann Luzalere married Dec. 4, 1808..^.. 



HOLMES. 

The progenitor of this family was Obadiah, or, as he some- 
times wrote it, ^*o Badiah ;" he came from England in the 
latter half of the seventeenth century, and obtained a patent 
for a valuable tract of land in Southfield, which remained in 
the family for several generations. His name is found in the 
county records as early as 1688. There is a link missing in 
the fitmily chain, which it now appears to be impossible tc 
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supply ; there Is no record of the names of his chfldren. 
His grandson Samael lived and died on the paternal estate^ 
and had six daughters and two- sons, Baker and SamneL 
The latter married Maigaret» daughter of Steph^i Cole, and 
had the following children : Samuel, James, John, Oomdius, 
Van Benselaer, Gtoorge W. Eliza, and Ann wife of David 
Mersereau, of Northfield. Several of theee are still living. 



HOUSMAN. 

We have no means of ascertaining when the first of this name 
came to America from Holland. . The earliest mention of the 
name is found in the assessment roll of Boswyck (Bushwick) 
L. Im where the name of Charles Housman occurs in the years 
167ff and 1676. The earliest mention of the name in a church 
record on Staten Island is as follows : 
John and Wynje Symons (Simonson) had 
A daughter, bap. Sept 4, 1796. 
A son Aart (Aaron or Arthur) May 84, 1780. 

A daughter , June 1, 1782. 

A son Dirk, Feb. 29, 1786, died July 29, 1807. 
A son Abraham, Dec. 9, 1789. 
A daughter Elizabeth, Oct. 11, 1748, and 
A daughter Jemima, July 19, 1748. 
Isaac, bom Nov. 4, 1776, died Dec. 2, 1867 ; he was mairied 
to Hannah Ferine Apr. 9, 1807. 

Peter had a daughter bap. Aug. 6, 1786, and another Dec 
7, 1788. 

The most prominent membera of the family were John, 
who was many yean one of the inferior Judges of the Oom« 
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mon Pleas, Member of Assembly 1804, Surrogate 1809, and 
Supervisor repeatedly. 

Isaac B. was also one of the Judges, Member of Assembly, 
1838, and Supervisor repeatedly. The Sailors' Snug Harbor 
property was purchased from him. 

Notices of the family are extremely meagre in our county 
records. 

James made his will Nov. 1, 1801, proved Sep. 33, 1808, in 
which he speaks only of his brothers Anthony and Jacob. 



!r JACOBSON. 

This was a Danish &mily. The first of the name found in 
our records, is Christian, who is mentioned in the article on 
the Moravian Church. His son, John Van Deventer, was 
bom in 1768, and died in 1836. He had the following sons : 
Peter, dec. ; Cornelius, living on Long Island— he married a 
daughter of Isaac B. Housman, Esq. ; Bedell, dec. ; Israel, 
dec. ; Abraham, dec 



JOHNSON. 

It is impossible to trace the Johnson's back to their several, 
progenitors in this county. Evidently they are not of the 
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same origin ; the name is English, but some of them aie of 
Dutch extraction, having Anglicised the Dutch name of Jan- 
sen. We give extracts from the various records indiscrimi- 
nately, leaving each one of the name to appropriate his own 
ancestors. The earliest is : 

Peter, who was plaintiff in a law suit in 1680. 

Thomas and Ann Bouwmsn, son Casper,, bap. June 80, 
172a 

Johannes and Jannetje (Jane) Olascow, son Thomas, bap. 
Feb. 29, 1788. 

Nathaniel and Sophia Van GFelder, son Henricks, bap. Nov. 
19, 1788. 

Niers and Sara Morgen had daughters bap. 1781, 1788 and 
1740. 

Peter and Mary Taylor, married Oct 24, 1704. 

Isaac and Elender Bowman married , 1784. 

Peter and Malli (Molly) lister, son Jouneton (Jonathan) 
bap. Oct 2, 17S6. 

John and Cornelia (Teilo, son Peter, bap. Nov. 7, 1768. 

The above are from the Dutch Church records, except the 
marriages of Isaac and Peter, which with the following are 
from St Andrews. 

Dowe and Margaret, daughter Ann, bom May 7, 1771. 

Dowe made his will Nov. 10, 1788, proved June 7, 1788^ in 
which he mentions his sons Dowe and James. 

Winant and Mary had daughter Sophia, bom Dec. 17, 
1772, and son David bom Apr. 18, 1774 

Winant, not the above, made his will June 18, 1808, proved 
June 80, 1808, in which he mentions his wife Mary and sons 
Winant and Jesse ; these sons married— Winant^ Catharine 
Ouyon, Nov. 26, 1797, and Jesse, Rachel Totten Jan. 11, 1804. 

Mattice (Matthias) had a son William^ bom July 17, 17ffl, 
who was baptized May — , 1772, then an adult 

Oeorge had a son Thomas, bom Aug. 17, 1771. 

Isaac and Ploney (Appolonia) Frome, married Mar.—, 
1772. 

Nathaniel and Catharine Woglom, married Nov. 9, 1791. 
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Lewis and Phebe Van Pelt, married Deo. 34, 1798. 

John bom ^ 1770, died June 2d, 1882, and Patty (Mar- 

tha) Bedell, married Mar. 28, 1794. 
I He was a potter, and carried on his business on the Shore 

Hoad, in the vicinity of Elm Park, Port Richmond ; they 
had the following sons: 

John, merchant at Richmond, S. I., born Jan. 8, 1795, died 
Dec. 19, 1869. 

Joseph B., merchant at Port Richmond, bom Nov. — , 1796, 
died July 4, 1849. 

Israel D., merchant at Port Richmond, bom Apr. 16, 18(^, 
died Feb. 9, 1878 ; and James. 

Jacob, brother of the potter, married Eliza Haughwout, 
July 28, 1796 ; their sons were Peter H., James, Isaac, Ben- 
jamin and Jacob. 

William, brother of the potter, married Catharine MartUng, 

Apr. 28, 1802 ; their sons were John, James, William, Ed- 

\l: ward and Channing: they had also a daughter Sarah, who 

married Hugh Oibson, and died Aug. 26th, 1826, in her 69th 

year ; thdr son John, bom Feb. 18, 1808, died Nov, 8, 1866. 

Edward, brother of the potter, bom Oct 12, 1776, died Sep. 
4,1866. 

Abraham and Jane Jennings, married Sep. 24, 1794. 

David and Jane Winant, married June 28, 1796. 

Ephraim and Catharine Laforge, married Oct 10, 1797. 
) James and Letitia Totten, married Feb. 20, 1806. 

i' ■ Anthony and Fanny Oakley« married Jan. 28, 1807. 

: Esek, of Tottenville, was grandson of James, and son of 

Abraham, who built one of the first houses on the Billop es- 
[ * tate, after the sale by confiscation. 



1 



,:'(•■. 



AmXALB or 8TATXH ISLAHD. 385 



JONES. 

There were aeveml Ikmilies of this veiy oommon name in 
the county, from eaily date8» between whom there appears to 
have been no relatioiuSiip whatever. 

We submit a brief genealogy of some of the early families 
of this name. 

The earliest one named is Edward, whose wife was Gatharine 
Decker, and they had the following children : 
Edward bap. July 20, ITld, died younf(. 
Mattheus, bap. Nov. S, 1719. 
Abigail, bap. April S2, 17SS. 
Edward, bap. Aug. 14, 1796. 
Mattheus, above named, married Margaritje (liCargaret) 
Gtowan, and they had a daughter Catharine, baptized June 7, 
1748. 

There was a John whose wife was Rachael Van Engelen, 
and they had the f oUowing children : 
Elizabeth, bap. April 10, 173S. 
Johannes, bap. March 9, 1735. 
A daughter, bap. — — ^ 1737. 
Lucretia, bap. March 80^ 1740. 
Isaac, bap. April 23, 1747. 
Abraham and Jannetje Persnet had a daughter Jane, bap. 
May 2, 176a 

Edward and Martha, his wife, had a son Abraham, bom 
March 31, 1778. 
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JOUBNEAY. 

Moillart Journeay, from Pays de Vaud, came to America 
iu Apiil, 1663, in the ship called ''The Spotted Cow/' bat 
where he settled is not known. The earliest mention of the 
family in connection with the Island, is in the connty records, 
where John Jonrneay bought and sold land in 1700. The 
name is not again met with in any church record now in ex- 
istence, until we find it in that of St Andrew's Church, about 
the middle of the last century, as follows : 

John and Martha his wife had the following children : 
John, bom Jan. 4, 17ff3. 
Albert, born Mar. 8, 1765. 
Nicholas, bom Aug. 22, 1766. 
William, bom Aug. 6, 1760, and 
Richard, bom Aug. 7, 1771. 

The above named Nicholas is mentioned in the county 
records in 1791 as Nicholas, Jun.; there must therefore have 
been another Nicholas, whose name we have nowhere met 

Nicholas, son of John, had a son Nicholas, bap. Nov. 1, 1789. 

Joseph and Mary Winant were married Dec. 29, 1807. 

John and Patience Cole were married July — j 1802. 

John (not the last named, unless Patience Cole was his 2d 
wife) made his will Mar. 7, 1803, proved Apr. 21, 1808, in 
which he speaks of his wife Patience, his sons Albert, Rob- 
ert, Abraham, John, William, James ^nd Richard, and his 
daughters Martha Randolph, Catharine Fountain and Mary, 
wife of Dr. Henderson. 



i 
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LAFORGB. 

The name of De la Forge appears in the assess- 

ment roll of Boswyck (Bushwick) in ivn^ and among those 
who took the oath of allegiance in ELings Oonnty in 1687, is 
the name of Adrian La fforgei who had then been in the 
Coanty fifteen years. In 1788 there was an Adrian Laforge, 
who bought land on Staten Idand. From the similarity' of 
the name, the inference is natural that if they are not identi- 
cal, they were connected ; this is, however, conjecture. There 
appears to have been two branches of the fiimily, the Castle- 
ton and the Westfield, who may or may not have had 
a common origin. The paucity of notices in the old records 
of the County and churchesi and the absence of fkmily 
records, renders it impossible to trace the family far. The 
present living representative of the Castteton branch is Mr. 
G. M. Laforge, of Illinois ; the late Mr. Peter D. Laforge, 
also of Illinois, and the late Gapt John Laforge, of West 
New Brighton, were his brothers ; their father was David, 
and their mother GFertrude, daughter of John Martling, (see 
Martling family) ; David's &ther was Peter, who was the son 
of Benjamin ; David's brothers were Peter, John, Benjamin, 
Jacob, Richard Channing Moore ; Peter, David's brother 
was the father of Mr. Peter C. and David of Port Bichmond. 

Of the Westfield branch, we have only the following 
notices: 

David and Catharine had a son Henry S^nine, bap. May 
16, 1790. 

John and Phebe Bedell married Sept IS, 1804. 

James and Catharine Winant married Feb. 8, 1808. 

David and Ann Johnsofi married July 8, 1807. 



I;: 
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This family is probably of English origin. The first men- 
tion of the name occurs in the county records, where the name 
of Daniel is recorded as having purchased land in 1606 and 
1699. Daniel, probably, had several sons, among whom were 
Joseph, Abraham, and Thomas. Joseph had a son Joseph, 
. baptized April 20, 1706, who married Aaltye (Alida) Burbank, 
and had a son Abraham, baptized March 36, 1731. 

Joseph had also another son Abraham, baptized ITlff. 

Abraham (Daniel's son) also had a son Joseph, baptized 
1708, and Abraham, 171ff. 

Thomas, perhaps the youngest of Daniel's sons, married 
Jannetje (Jane) Stryker, and had a son Thomas, baptized Oc- 
tober 19, 1718. 

Here occurs a gap which we are unable to filL 

Joseph, bom July 8th, 1763, and his wif d, Catharine, bom 
June 2, 17ff5, both died liarch H 1813» within one hour of 
each other. They had a daughter Patience, bom May 30, 
1790. 

There was another Joseph also bom 1763, and died May 34, 
1843, in his 90th year. 

There was still another Joseph, bom in 1773, and died 
March 16, 1864. He lived on the Manor Boad near the Four 
Comers, Castleton. 

William and Mary Tysen, his wife, had the following sons : 
William, bom November 16, 1789. 
Bomt, bom March 26, 1771 ; kiUed October 27, 1816. 
Joseph, bom May 13, 1777. 

Bomt had the following sons: WUUam, Joseph, Daniel, 
and John, of whom John is still living (1876) at Graniteville. 

There was a Daniel W. bom 1780, died October 6, 1836. 

Daniel and Margaret, his wife, had a son Daniel, bom May 
19,1777. 

Cornelius and Susan Androvet were married April 6, 1794. 

Joseph and Eliza Van Pelt were married January 30, 1798. 
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Daniel and Margaret Jackson were married Jane 6, 180S. 

Daniel Lake made his will October 18, 1780, proved Sep- 
tember 4, 1793, in wiiich he mentions bis wife Sanih, his sons 
Daniel and Joseph, and his grandson Daniel, son of his son 
William, deceased. 



LABZELEB& * 

« 

The earliest mention of this name ocoors in 1he connty- 
records, where Jacob bonght land in 1686. Nicholas bonght 
land in 1693 ; he was at one time sheriff of the connty. 
There was another Jacob, probably a son of Nicholas, whose 
wife's name was Alice ; they had a son Daniel, bom June 
16, 1767, and a son Benjamin, bom Oct 23, 1761. 

Nicholas, probably a brother of Jacob, whose wife^s name 
was Sarah ; they had a daughter Johanna, bom Jan. 7, 1768. 

Jacob and Elsy, (or Alice, the same mentioned above,) had 
a son Bichard, bom June 18^ 1771. 

Benjamin, (not the one mentioned above) was bom July 6, 
1740, and died Oct 6, 1803; he made his wiU June 17, 1803, 
in which he mentions his wife Sarah, and his children Ben* 
jamin, Jacob and Catharine. 

The family, once an important one in the county, is now 
nearly, if not quite, extinct, and it is impossible to obtain a 
connected genealogy. 

There was a Rev. Jacob, a minister of the Ref. Dutch 
Church in N. and S. Hampton, Penn., from 1707 to 1810, 
who was probably connected with the Staten Island ftimily. * 



4 
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LATOURETTB. 

The original Latonrette was a French Hngnenot, but when 
he came to America is unknown. The family is not among 
the earliest settlers on Staten Island. The first mention of 
the name we have found is as follows : 
Jean and Maria Mersereau had the following children : 
A son David, bap. Apr. 34, 1736, David Latourette spon- 
sor. 

A son Anthony, Jan. 84, 1790. 
A son Henry, Jan. 34, 1731. 
Pierre La Turrete and Mariamne Mersereaux had 
A son Daniel, bap. Mar. 8, 1738. 
Twin sons David and Jacques, Oct 81, 1780. 
David and Catharine Poillon, son Jaques, bap. Mar. 19, 
1783. 

James, probably one of the Jaques mentioned above, and 
Elizabeth his wife, had a son John bom Dec 11, 1764."^ 
A son Jonathan, bom Jan. 81, 1760, and 
A son Henry, bom Apr. 33, 1776. 
David and Elizabeth his wife had a daughter Gatharine, 
bom Nov. 9, 1766. 

John and Susannah his wife had a son John, bom Sep. 80, 
1764. 

James and Mary his wife had a son David, bom July 7, 
1786. 
David and Phebe Cole married Nov. 13, 180& 
Henry of Fresh KiUs, weaver, made his will. Jan 19, 1794, 
proved Dec. 80, 1794, in which he speaks of his wife Sarah, 
his brother Henry, decM, his sons Henry, John and Peter, 
and his daughters Susan, wife of Peter Cole, and Ann, wife 
of William de Groot 
Peter's wife was Elizabeth Androvette. 



LOCKMAN. 
LooksBKAir, Lakbmak, LaokxaiT, Lookxbxak^ &a 

This is one of the oldest of the Datoh families in the prov- 
ince. The first mention of the name is that of Govert Look- 
ermans^ (sometimes spelled Lookermans), who arrived in 
America in 1688, in the carvel St Martyn. He was a minor 
when he arrived, and came as an apprentice, bat was imme- 
diately taken into the service of the Company. He soon con- 
trived to make himself conspicuous, especially in leading 
attacks upon the Indians, on Staten Idand and ^sewhere. 

The earliest mention of the name in the records, occurs in 



i 
I 

5 



ANNALS or STATXN ISLAND. 401 



USE. 

This family was never very numerous on the Island, and 
we find little mention of it in any records. 

James, the earliest mentioned, had a son John bap. Mar. 
36, 1701. He is also mentioned as having bought land in 
1700 ; he had a son Thom*as, who married Gatalyntje Van 
Pelt, and had daughters baptized in 1739, 1731, 1730 and 1745 ; 
John, son of James,* married Rachel Haughwouti and had a 
son Jacob bap. Jan. 8, 1788. 

Matthias and Anastasia had a son Moses bom Dec. 7, 1706. 

John and Mary had a son Thomas bom Sep. 19, 1750 ; he 
made his will Aug. 34, 1793, proved Nov. 4, 1793, in which 
he mentions his children Thomas, Franky and Gatharine. \\\ 

There is an Alexander Lisk mentioned in the Court Records - \\i 

in 1734. [1 



I 
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P 

!ji 1680, when Abraham Lakeman* is said to have owned a par* 

f i eel of woodland on the sonth of the Fresh-kill. About this 

:;l time there were several of the name on the Island— Abraham, 

mentioned above, whose name is found again on the records, 
I'] in 1684 and 1602 ; Lewis, who was defendant in a suit July 

|] 6, 1681 ; and Peter, who sold land in 1684. These three prob- 

^'i ably were brothers. There was an Isaac, i)erhaps a son of 

I one of the above, of whom we only know that his wife was 

! . Catharine Christopher, and that they had a son Lewis, bap. 

May 23, 1781. 
ii Abraham, and Elizabeth his wife, had two daughters bom 

— Sarah, in 1762, and Margaret in 1767, and a son Abraham, 
bom Apr. 4, 1772. 
Isaac, and his wife Martha, had the following sons : 
David, bom Jan. 26, 1768 ; Jacob, born July 21, 1771^ and 
Joseph, bom Oct. 7, 177ff. 

William and Mary his wife had a daughter Sarah, bom 
Oct. 4, 1772. 

Isaac and Margaret his wife had a son William, born 
Nov. 24, 1772. 
There was another Isaac, bom 1758, and died May 1, 1814. 
Samuel and Catharine Crowal, were married Mar. 16, 1700. 
Nathaniel made his will Deo. 12, 1796, proved May 24, 1808, 
in which he mentions his wife Martha, his daughter Susanna, 
and his sons Isaac and John. 
This fitmily is also gradually dying oat 

* Vide App N. (TOl) 
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MANES. 

Originally written Manes. This is a Westfteld family con* 
cerning which the noticesi in either county or church recorda, 
are exceedingly meagre. We ha^e found but few shreds of its 
history. 

Peter, and Mary Brooks his wife, had a daughter baptii^ 
August 8, 1796. 

Abraham and Anna Jansen, his wife, had a son Abraham, 
baptized May 90, 17S& 

Abraham and Sarah du Ohesne, had a daughter Sarah, bap- 
Used Maich 80, 1740. 

Abraham had a son Isaac, baptised May 15, 1700. 
Peter and Mary Pryor were married Jan. 4^ 1804. 

William and Eliza Pryor were married April ^ 1806. 

Abiaham and Mary Wpglom were married Oct 8, 1806. 

Isaac made his will May 14, 17B4, proved July 18, 1794^ in 

which he speaks of his brothers Abraham and Peter, and 

sister Hannah Prior. Iffis will is dated on the day of his 

death, at which time he was 46 years old. 



MAKTLINO. 

This name is not met with at a very early date ; when its 
connection with the Island b^gan, is unknown ; the earliest 
mention of the family in our local records, is in 1794, when 
Isaac Martling and Anna Van Name his wifis, had a daughter 
bap. Jan. 10 ; a son John, Jan. 91, 1.731« a Barent Martling: 
being present as a sponsor. He died in infancy. 



( 
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Peter and JanneQe (Jane) Heereman had a aon John, bap. 
Apr. 26^ 174a 

Barent and Susanna Gterretson had a son Barent bap. Sep. 
19, 1749, and Barent, Sen., was sponsor. There were three 
generations present on this occasion, represented by three 
Barent MartlinKS. 

Peter (same as abo^e) had a son Benjamin, bap. Sept 17, 
1763, and another son Johannes or John Oct 11, 174S. ^ 

Barent, son of Barent above named, married Nannie Toson 
(Tyson), and had a son Barent, bom Jan. 10, 1776. 

Johannes or John, son of Peter, was the grandfather of 
Mr. Peter L. Martling, now (1876) residing near the Four Cor- 
ners ; he made his will Deo. 16, 1708, whiqh was proved Jan. 
8» 1802 ; he speaks of six daughters and two sons, viz.: Anna^je 
(Anna), Elizabeth, Catharine (married William Johnson, died 
Nov. 19, 1862, in her 72d year), Gitty (Gertrude), married 
first David Laforge, second John Laforge, Jane, Catliarine, 
and Clarissa (died unmarried Aug. 16, 1872, aged 81 years)^ 
and Garret and John. The former owned the property now 
belonging to A. C Bradley, Esq.; the latter owned the fEum 
now occupied by his son Peter L. ; he married Dorcas Laforge 
Jan. 8, 1802. 

Benjamin and Aala (Alida) Cbdne were married June 18, 
1786. 



MARTINO. 

Gaston Martineau, a suigeon of Dieppe, settled in England 
in 1686, and was a French refugee. He had several sons, 
whose descendants still reside in England, and many of them 
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are distingaished. The family in America is a collateral 
branch, and were in this conntry and on the Idand before 
Gaston left France. We find the name of Francis in onr 
connty records as defendant in a snit with Jaqnes Jeyonng 
in 1681, and as selling land in 1601. 

Stephen was bom 1737, and died May 0, 1801 ; he owned 
and resided on the property now known as the Poor Honse 
Farm. He was one of the corporators of the Moravian 
Ghnrch. 

Benjamin, brother of Stephen, was bom 174S, and died 
May 17, 1884. 

Benjamin, son of above was bom Apr. 4, 1766, and died 
Not. 90, Idli. He was father of Mr. GFabriel Marttno, re- 
siding near Fonr Comers, GasHetoiL 

Stephen was father of Mr. Gabriel Martino, redding be- 
tween OranitcTille and BnlPs Head. 



MERRILL. 

This family ha^e descended fix>m Rlcliard Merrill and 
Sarah Wells his wife, natives of Warwickshire, England, 
who emigrated to America abont the year 167S, and settled on 
Staten Island. As their family was the only one of the name 
on the Island, they had among thdr children the following 
sons : William, Richard, Thomas, Philip and PhilySi nnless 
the two last names are identical, and perhaps John, for we 
find in the Albany records the name of William as owning 
land on Staten Island in 1688 ; Philys bonght land^ of Rich- 
ard (father or brother I) in 1711. 
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Richard married Elsie Dorlant, and had the following 
children: 

Richard, bap. Sep. 23, 1700, who died young. 
Elsie, bap. Apr. 1, 1708, by Dom. Freeman. 
Richard, bap. 1716. 
Lambert, bap. Jan. 1, 17S1. 
Susanna, bap. Sep. 18, 1734. 
Philip and Elizabeth Bakker, (Baker) his wife, had the 
following chOdren : 

Catherine and Susanna, twins, bap. July 4, 1725. 
Philip, bap. Feb. 34, 1737. 
Nicholas, bap. Nov. 34, 173a 
Elisabet, bap. Apn 8, 1738. 
Neeltje (Cornelia) bap. Mar. 0, 178S. 
Thomas and Jenne Gewan had a son Richard— no date of 
baptism. 

John and Gertrude Simonson had a daughter, bap. Sep. 18, 
.1736. 

William ; of his descendants we have no account 
The aboFe are the children and grand-children of the orig- 
inal pair, so far as the church records throw any light upon 
the matter. 
Richard, son of Thomas, had the following children : 
Margaretta, bap. Jan. 1, 1788. 

Annatje, (Anna) bap. Apr. 19, 1748 ; no others mentioned. 
Jan and Aeltje (Alida) Bennet had a son Simon, and a 
daughter bap. on the same day. May 6, 1746. 

Thomas and Eva Jones had a daughter bap. Oct 81, 1766. 
This Thomas made his will Deo. 81, 1791, proved Apr. 80, 
1808, ill which he mentions his wife Eva and his sons John, 
Thomas and Matthew. 

John, son of Thomas and E?a (known in the famOy as Hon- 
nis) was bom 1743, and died Dec. 19, 1830. His wife's name 
was Charity. 

Thomas (known as *' Sawmill Thomas,") son of John and 
Eva, had a son John, bap. Aug. 17, 1788. 
There was a John, Jun., who had a daughter bap. Nov. 7, 
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1790, and John Y., who was bom in 1770, and died June 0, 
]8S8y bnt they are probably dbtinot persons; John, Jnn., 
more probably was the son of Joseph and Martha, and was 
bom Apr. 4, 1785. 

Joseph also had a daaghter Mary, bom Jan. 16^ 1768. 

John and Ann his wife had a daughter bap. Nov. 7, 1768. 

Lambert, (son of Riohaid and ElsieX and Tabitha, had a 
son Richard, bora July 9, 1765 ; a son Jonathan bom May 84« 
1774 ; a daughter Tabitha, born Feb. 18, 1770, who married 
Gapt John W. Biake, and died Jan. 13, 1861, aged nearly 
91 years; also a daughter Elsie, bom 1768, married John 
Hillyer 1785, and was the mother of Hon. Lawrence Hillyer, 
dec., and Hon. John B. HUlyer, still living (1876) at New 
Springville. 

William and Ann Merrill were married Aug. — , 1778. 

Abraham and Ann Merrill were married Oct.Sd, 1790. 

Mary, widow of Merrill, made her will Jan. 10, 

1789, proved Nov. 80, 1789 ; reference has been made to this 
will before, and the bequest made to her daughter Maiy, the 
wife of Nathaniel Bobbins. 

The family was once numerous, and have largely intermar- 
ried with other fiunilies of the Island. The property belong- 
ing to them in Northfield was extensive, and a part of it is 
still in the possession of some of them. 

The public road known as Lambert's Lane,- leading to 
Watchogue, was named from Lambert MerriU, mentioned 
above. 



•:. I 
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MERSEREAU. 

pProm Famflj Becords and Tnditio]ift.J 

John Mersereau was a native of Fiance, and a Protestant 
In his youth he was possessed of extraordinary physical 
strength. He studied law, but disliking the confinement of 
study, he learned the trade of a saddler, which he subse- 
. quently carried on extensively. He was also captain of a 
military company, armed with pikes, the members of which 
attained great skill in the use of that weapon. . When he went 
abroad, he always wore a sword at his side. One evening he 
met three men habited as friars, whom he saluted, saying 
I ^*GkK>d evening, gentlemen." They immediately charged 

^^ him with being a Protestant— othemdse he would have said 

^^GkK>d evening, fathers." He replied, '*I know but one 
Father, who is in Heaven." They then drew their sabres, 
which were concealed under their cloaks,, and attacked him, 
and he was obliged to defend himself ; the result was, he 
killed one, wounded another, and the third fled. For some 
unexplained reason, he was never molested for this deed. He 
died young, and left three sons — Joshua, Paul and Daniel — 
and two daughters, Mary and Martha. These children, with 
their mother, fled from France to England 1686, immediately 
after the Revocation ; but James n, having just ascended^ 
the throne, and being a Roman Catholic, they feared further 
persecution, and all, with the exception of Paul, who re- 
mained and followed his father's business, continued their 
flight to America. They had intended to settle at^ Philadel- 
phia, but they were driven to New York by stress of weather. 
They settled on Staten Island, where their mother died, and 
was buried in the French church-yard (on the Seaman fiurm, 
Westfield). 

Daniel was a tailor ; Joshua married a Latourette, and 
died May SS, 1760, aged over 98 years. They had a son 
Joshua, who was bom May 18, 1006, and died July 9, 1709 ; 
his wife was Maria Corsen (sometimes written Mary), daugb- 
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ter of Jacob Corsen ; she was bora Oct 24^ 1704, and died 

Jnlj 3» 1763. Their childron were : . , 

* Joshua^ bora Sep. 38, 1728, died June 10, 1804. ti '\ 

t Jacob, born Apr. 83, 1790, died Sep. 7, 1804. 

John^ bora Mar. 9, 1738, died ^. 

Elizabeih, bora Jan. 4, 1784, died in infitnoy. 

Da^id, bora Nov. 10, 1735, died Jalj 10, 1783. \\ 

Mary, born Jan. 14, 1788, died . 

CoraeliuSi bora July 37, 1788, died Jnly 37, 1814. 

Paul, bora Feb. 38, 1741, died Jan. 38, 1888. 

Elizabeth, bora Not. 38, 1743, died . 

Rachel, bora Feb. 37, 1748, died Jnly 0, 1780. 
Panl, son of Joshna and Maria Ck>r8en, married Elizabeth 
Baraes, bora Apr. 31, 1761, died May 38, 1883, their children 
were : 

Joshua, born Feb. 7, 1773, died Mar. 7, 1847. 

Nancy, bora Apr. 4, 1776, died Nov. 80, 1861. 

Mary, bora Feb. 3, 1777, died June 8, 1868. 

Elizabeth, bora June SO, 1770, died May 8, 1866. 

Rachel, born June 80, 1781, died Feb. 33, 1883. 

tPanl, born Mar. 14, 1784, died Jnly 31, 1868. 

Margaret, born Mar. 37, 1787. 

Gertrade, bora Not. 80, 1789. 
Joshna^ son of Paul and Elizabeth, married Deborah Brit- 



* He wurepeatedlj Member of AvemUy between 1777 and 1781 

fJaoob made his wmJidjie, 1804. piored Sept IS^lSOi. in wbieh be speeke [; 

of his wife Chari^, and bla ehUdren Jobntand Maij, wife of Tbomaa Cabberlj; 
Elisabetb. wife of Daniel DeHart; 6opbia» wife of John Crodierai ; Jaeob, I>a. 
▼id, and Peter. He waa the OoL Jacob Menereaii«whoieeBOH»e from the Biitlih . ^ 

daring the Revolution la alluded to elaewhere. HIa aon Jaodb waa the father of 
John T. and Alfred Meraerean, of GraaiteTiUe, and Member of Aasemblj 1881 
and 1888. His son Peter, sdU living on the old homestead, bom In 1788» was 
Member of Aasemblj 1848. GoL Jscob had also a son John 1^ his first marriage, 
who married a Cmser, and lived in an old stone honse, on tiie tnm of the road 
west of the Bnng Harbor, and waa father-in-law to the hite Jndge Abraham 
Croeheron. 

} Panl waa Member of AasemU/ 1884, sad for seireral Tears snbseqnentixn 
Jndge of the Gonrt of Oonmon Pleas. 
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ton, Jan. 7, 1801. She was born Ang. 4, 1782, and died 
Mar. 36, 1840 ; their children were : 

Nathaniel, bom Oct 18, 1802, died in infancy, 
Panl, bom Sept 20, 1804. 
Mary, bom Jan. 29, 1807. 

twins, bom Jan. 19, 1810. . 

Comelins, bom May 12, 1811. 
* Joshna, bom Jan. 28. 1814. . 
Elsey, bom Ang. 8Q, 1817, dec^d. 
Elizabeth, bom May, 6, 1820, dec'd. 
Debora, bom Apr. 7, 1828. 
John, bom May 28, 1826, died in infancy. 
Margaret 
Thns far we have traced bnt one bmnch of the family ; 
what notices we have fonnd in the public records, of other 
. branches, we give indiscriminately. 

There was a John mentioned in the Gonnty records in 1790 ; 
he was probably the same with Jean, whose wife^s name was 
Oraage ; they had a son Joshna baptised Feb., 1781, and sub- 
sequently a son Daniel. This Daniel married Cornelia Van- 
derbilt, and had a son John, baptized Mar. 4, 1769. 

Etienne (Stephen) and Ann Mitchell had a son Daniel 
baptized, no date ; a daughter Jan. 1, 1735, and a son Rich- 
ard, May, 1740. 

There was a Joshua had a son Harmanus baptized June 8, 
1788. 

There was a Paul here as early as 1728, sponsor at a 
baptism* 
Peter and Rebecca his wife had the following children : 
Sarah, -bom Mar. 2S, 1769. 
Daniel, bom Aug. 27, 1771, died July 16, 18SS. 
John, bap. Nov.« 1776. 
Peter died June 16, 1803, born 1734. See IMe. 
There was a John bom Dec., 1737, died July 80, 1811. 
John and Charity had a son John bom Apr. 18, 1767 ; son 
Lawrence Mar. 28^ 1761,. 

* JodiQA was Member of Amemblj 1857»aiid OoimtjCllerii fram 1848tol859. 
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Paul and Frances had a aon John bom May 3, 1760. 
. Stephen and Lydia had the foUovring children : 
Sarah, bom Sep. & 1766. 
Daniel, bom Dec. 6^ 17B8. 
Stephen, born Feb. 14, 1774. 

Joshua and Mary had the following children : 
Stephen, bom May S, 1770. 
Joshua, bap. Sept 6^ 1778. 

Daniel andSunan had a daughter Ana bap. July 6^ 1780. 

Daniel and Ann had a daughter C!omelia bap. June 96, 
1701. 

Henry and Eliza Laforge married Sept 6, 1700. 

Jacob and Mary Crocheron married Sept 6, 1708. 

Daniel and Alida Lake married Oct 6, 1798. 

Daniel and Eliza Winant married Feb. 8, 1800. 

Stephen and Lanah (Helen) Winant married Nov. 91, 1808. 

John and Ann Parlee married Dec 81, 1808. 

Joshua and Susannah Story married Dec. 10, 1805. 

There were others of this name who emigrated fix>m Hol- 
land, but where they settled is not known. Dunlap says, 
"The Huguenots who fled to Holland after the bloody and 
complicated treachery and murder performed by the papists 
under Charles IX, had remained among their Dutch brethren 
until many of their descendants had become, in language 
and manners, assimilated to the Hollanders, and emigrated 
to this country more Dutch than French ; such as the Dur- 
yeas, Cortelyous, Mersereaus, and many others.*' 

Nate.— Peter Mersereau made his will May 6, 1600, proved 
July 26, 1808, in which he alludes to his wife without naming 
her, and mentions his children Elizabeth, Bebecca, Gatharine, 
Ann, Sarah, Daniel and WOliam. 

There is another branch of the &mily, not located on Staten 
Island, of which Capt Lawrence Mersereau, who was bom 
Jan. 4, 1778, and died at Union, Broome County, N. T., 
January 24, 1878. At the age of 85 he married Hannah 
Christopher, and had the following children : Hester, Maria, 
Joshua, Clarissa, George W. Lawrence, Mary, William, 
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Hannah and John C. Capt. Lawrence's father's name was 
Joshna. 



METCALFE. 

Though not among the old, this family is among the most 
prominent ones of the county. Simon, the progenitor of the 
family on Staten Island, came from England in 1765, and 
settled in New York city, and was subsequently appointed 
deputy surveyor of the colony. He left his son George in 
England to be educated until he was seventeen years of a^e, 
when he joined his father in this country. After studjring 
law, he resided at Albany for a time, then went to Johnstown, 
Fulton county, N. Y. He married the daughter of Commo- 
dore Silas 'ndbot Li 1796 Qor. John Jay appointed him 
Assistant Attorney-General, which ofl^ he held until 1811. 
He then removed to New York, where he practiced law until 
1816, when he removed to Staten Island, and in 1818, when 
the office of District Attorney was made a county office, he 
was appointed to i)erf orm its duties. He died in 1826. His 
children were Maria, who married William S. Root, of Tomp- 
kinsville ; Silas Talbot ; Simon ; Catharine, who was the first 
wife of John B. Simonson ; Henry Bleecker ; Georgiana, who 
married Daniel Fenn, of Massachusetts ; Louisa, twins, and 

Henry Bleecker was bom January 20th, 1805, studied law 
with his father, and admitted to the bar in 1836. The same 
year he was appointed District Attorney for Richmond 
county, which office he held until 1838. In 1840 he was ap- 
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pointed a Coanty Judge, and the same year U. 8. Boarding 
Officer at Qoaranline, in the Beyenae Departmenti wUch 
place he occupied until 1848. In 1847 he was elected County 
Judge and Surrogate, the two officers having been united, 
and re-elected from time to time until uear the dose of 1878, 
at the end of which year he would have beeu legally diequal- 
ified by age, but he redgned to take his seat as Member of 
Congress, to which he had been elected^ and he is now, 1878, 
performing the duties of that office as BepresentatiTe of thei. 
1st Congressional District of the State of New York, in the 
1st Session of the 44th Congress. 



MORGAN. 

This famOy was on Staten Island at an early date^ but the 
notices of them in the records are Tery few. Thomas Morgan 
was a member of the Colonial Assembly from this county in 
1693, &o. Tills is the first occurrence of the name in the 
county records. His name occurs again in the Dutch Church 
I'ecorda as having a son Abraham, baptized May S, 1008, and 
a daughter Martha, September 7, 1008. 

Thomas, ( probably a son of the former,) and Magdalena 
Staats his wife, had the following children : 
A daughter Elisabet, baptized Feb. 7, 17S6. 
A daughter Magdalena, bap. Feb. IS, 1797. 
A son Pieter, bap. March 9, 17S0. 
A sou Thomas, bap. Oct 10, 1781, and 
A daughter Sarah, bap. Sept 18, 1780. 
The name does not again appear until 1754, December 16, 
when William Morgan and Elizabeth Winter were married. 
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It is probable that William was the son of Pieter mentioned 
above, though not certain. William had a son John, who 
lived and died in the vicinity of New Springville. Among 
his children was a son Charles who married a Yroom, and 
they were the parents of Mr. Henry C, of Travisville, and 
his brother, the late John, of Mariner's Harbor. 



PEBINR 

The original orthography of the name was Perrin. Connt 
Perrin was a Hngaenot refugee from Nouere ; the American 
family are not descended from him, but the original emigrant 
was akin to him. The first occurrence of the name in this 
county was in 1687, where Daniel Perine sold land, and he 
was probably the progenitor of the Perines of the present 
day. Like many other old families in the county, they have 
a ikmily record, but very imperfect, except perhaps for the 
last two or three generations. The branch which we are able 
to trace, lived for a century and a half, or more, in the same 
house, which is still standing, and occupied by them, on the 
Richmond road, a short distance north of Garrison's Station, 
on the Staten Island SaOroad. It is probably the oldest 
dwelling house in the county occupied by the fkmily who 
built it 

Cornelius S. and Joseph B., still residing in the old house, 
are the sons of Simon S., who was the son of 

Joseph, bom June 4, 1769, died April 16th, 1814. Joseph's 
brothers were Edward, bom July 6, 1766, and Henry, bom 
Nov. 29, 1768, and married Mary Winant June 21, 1790 ; 
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they were the parents of Mn. EUzabeth, relict of the late 
Richard Tysen, Esq. 

Joseph's parents were Edward and Ann ; Edward died 
during the Revolution. 

We are nnable to trace the pedigree of any branch of the 
family beyond Edward, with any degree of certainty. Prob- 
ably EdiK^rd was the son, possibly the grandson, of Daniel, 
whom we suppose to be the original. 

In addition to the above, the following are found on the 
county and chureh records, on tomb-stones, etc. 

Henry and Susannah his wife had a son Edward, bore Feb. 
19, 1768 ; a son Peter, born May 32d, 1764 ; Henry made his 
will Apr. 10, 1788, which was proved June 7, ITV^ in which 
he mentions his wife Susannah and his children David and 
Cornelius, then minors, and his other children, Edward, 
Margaret, and Susannah, Abraham, Henry, Nancy and Mary. 
This younger Henry was a weaver, and made his will Oct SKI, 
1792, which was proved April S, 1793, in which he speaks of 
his brothera David, C!oreelius and Edward, but alludes to no 
wife nor children. 

Henry and Ann his wife had a son Abraham, bore Feb. 1, 
1766. 

Henry and HannaU his wife had a son Henry, bore June 6, 
1767. 

James and Nannie his wife had a daughter Sophia, bore 
July 17, 1767. 

William and Miranda his wife had a son Peter, baptised 
June 27, 1790. 

Edward and Patience Mersereau were married June 7, 1790, 
and had a daughter Mary, bora Oct 9, 1790. 

Abraham and Sarah Rezeau were married Aug. 24^ 1790, 
and had a son Peter Rezaau, bora Sep. 20, 1791. 

Peter and Mary Bedell were married Dec. 81, 1788. 

Edward and Adriar Guyon were married Jan. 20, 17911 

Henry and Magdalena Simonson were married June, 19, 
1800. 

Coraelius and Mary McLean were married Mar. 81, 1804. 
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Edward, born in 1740, died Not. 22, 1818. 
James G., bom Aug. 29, 1798, died Sep. 17, 1888. 
There was a Peter, living in 1766, and a Henry in 1767, who 
were interested in the purchase or sale of land. 



POILLON. 

The first mention of the name we have found, was in con- 
nection with Staten Island, when Jaques PoulUan was ap- 
pointed a Justice for Richmond County, Dec. 14, 1689, by 
Leisler. The family was never numerous, and the notices of 
]: ;j them in the local records are few. 

;f Jaques is frequently mentioned as buying or selling land 

^j prior to 1708. After him we have no notice of any member 

i: of the famOy for half a century ; then John, and Margaret 

his wife, had a son John, bom June 6, 1768. 
A son Peter, born Jan. 27<» 1768, and 
i . . ' A son James, bap. Nov. 8, 1772. 

!l James and Frances his wife had a son John bap. Nov. 14, 

ij I'tt*- 

i Peter and Margaret his wife had a son John, bom Oct 

ji 28, ITTa 

:^ A son Peter, bom Mar. 6, 1772 ; this Peter was a com- 

V municant in St Andrew* s Church, 1792, after his father's 

j death. (See history of that churoh.) 

i Abraham and Susan Cole married June 17, 1790 ; he died 

young. 

iJohn and Elizabeth S^uine married July 6, 1792. 
.^ Abraham made his will July 20, 1791, proved Aug. 8, 
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1791, in whioh he menttons bis wife Sosaii, and his son Peter, 
a minor. 

John, named above, made his will Mar. 16^ 1808, proved 
Feb. 18^ 1808; mentions his wife Maigaret, his daughters 
Mary, Margaret, Ann, Barsh and Catharine, and his sons 
Peter, John and James, deceased. 



POST. 

Adrian Post^ who was, without donbti the progenitor of 
the family on Staten Island, was commander of a ship which 
brought emigrants to the colony before 1660. He was subse- 
quently the superintendent of Baron Van de Gappdan's 
plantation on the Island. The Indian massacre of 1660 drove 
him temporarily from the Island, but he soon returned, and 
resumed his residence here. His fiimily consisted of his wife, 
five children and two servants. John, who was probably a 
grandson of Adrian, married Anna Housman, and they had 
the following sons baptised : 

Abraham, April 19, 1748; and 
Adrian, April 36, 174& 
Garret and Sarah Ellis had the following sons baptized : 
Gktrret^ August 7, 1764. 
Abraham, March 13, 178a 
Abraham had a daughter Miriam, bom July 81, 1790. 
There was another Garret bom 1730, and died March 81, 
1797. 
The notices of this family are very meagre. 
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PBALTi. 



The present representatiyes of the family, are : 
Hon. Benjamin P. Prall, of Hugaenoti Westfteld, and his 
brother Capt Arthur Prall, of New Springvilie, Morthfield. 
;p| Thdr father was Peter Prall, bom 1763, and died Nov. 1, 

|;;i 1832 ; his father was Benjamin Prall, born 1738, and died 

4 1796; his fitther was Abraham Prall« bom 1706 and died 

|iij ' Sep. 28y 1776 ; his father was Peter Pnll| whose name we find 

§1 recorded as a witness or sponsor at a baptism in 1706 ; he had 

K ' an older son than Abraham, viz.: Arent bom 1608, and a 

younger Isaac bom 1710. 

This brings us very near, or quite to the original of the 
family. There was, however, an Arent Prall, who probably 
was either father or brother of the last mentioned Peter. 
We find his — Arent' s— name on record as owning 120 acres of 
land on Long Neck in 1604. 
|, Other members of the family,^not in the above line, were 

Peter, bom Apr. 0, 1787, and died Feb. 28, 1822 ; his brother 
Abraham, bom 1740, died May 6, 1820 ; he had two sons, viz. 
Daniel, drowned Oct. 10, 1817, and Ichabod, a merchant in 
New York ; Daniel married Ann Mersereau Jan. 22, 1704. 
\\: Scattered through various records, we find the following, 

whom we are unable to place, viz. : 

Aron, Jan., and his wife Antye Staats, had a daughter bom 
May 21, 1716 ; a son Aron in 1717 ; a daughter in 1710, and a 
son Peter in 1724. 

Aron, or Arent, (not Jun.) and his wife Maritje Bowman 
had a son William Joris, bom 1730, and a son Hendriok, 
bom 178S. 

Isaac (probably the son of Abmham, above mentioned) and 
his wife Maria Debaa or Dubois, had a daughter bom 1746, 
and another in 1748 ; a son Peter in 1744, and a son Lewis in 

i: IWl- 

Benjamin and his wife Samh Swaim had a son Abraham 

bom in 1762, and a son John in 1766. 

Ri John (wife^s name not given) had a daughter bom in 1710. 
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Abraham and Sarah Cannon were married Ang. — , 1776. 

John and Martha Latonrette were married Jan. 14, 1808. 

There was a Wolford Praole, who was a freeholder as early 
as 109S| bat he was not probably connected with this fitmily, 
as his name was spelled differently, and there is no further 
notice of him. 



RTEBS8. 

We find this name at an early date on Long Island. Arie 
Ryerse and Maerte Ryerse were assessed as owners of prop- 
erty at Middelwoat, now Flatbosh, in 1876^ but when their 
connection with Staten Idand b^gan is unknown. 

Adrian was bom 1716, and died December IS, 1779 ; his 
wife was Hester Debaa (Dubois ;) their son Lewis was bom 
December 7, 1764, and died April la, 1806. 

Aris, another son of Adrian, liad a daughter baptised July 
37, 1786, and a son David, baptized October 17, 1790. 

Gk>zen, also a son of Adrian, made his will October SI, 1800, 
proved January 13, 1802, in which he speaks of his son John 
P., and his daughter Margaret, his brother Lewis, and his 
grandsons Gozen Adrian Ryers, and Ryerss De Hart 

He was an exceedingly obese man, and required two ordin- 
ary chairs to sit upon ; his wife was in the same condition. 
He was a wealthy man, and owned property in various parts 
of the county. Li 1791 he became the owner of 900 acres of 
land, in the eastern part of the StatCf which, when the line 
between New York and Massachusetts was finally determined, 
fell within the latter State. To compensate him for the loss- 
of this land, the State of New York gave him a patent for 
1800 acres in Wilmington Township, Essex County, which is 
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known as Ryerss' grant to this day. He dwelt for many 
years preceding his death at Port Richmond, in the large 
house known as the Continental Hotel. He was a very prom- 
inent and useful man ; he was supervisor of Northfield from 
1786 to 1787 ; a member of the Constitutional Convention in 
1788 ; he was Member of Assembly from 1791 to 17949 and 
:ri first Judge of the County from 1797 to his death. His 

fv brother Lewis was sheriff in 1788 -90, and Member of Assem* 

^K bly from 1796 to 1797. His son John P. was a Member of 

v( Assembly 1800. 

H ! Probably the only remaining member of the family on the 

^ij. Island is Mr. David R. Ryerss^ living near the Moravian 

11 Church. 

i 

•3? 

II 

J' - — 

ij: 8EGUINB. 

We have been unsuccessful in our efforts to obtain reliable 
information with regard to the origin of this Ikmily, and are 
obliged to be content with such as can be found in the local 
records, the earliest of which is— 

Jean and Elizabeth Hooper, had a son Jonas, bap. Dec. 12, 
1736. 

Jaques and Lady Mambrut, daughter Sara, bap. Mar. 8, 

i7aa 

A son Jean, bap. Mar. 19, 1788. 
Jean and Jaques stood sponsors for each other's children ; 
;;1 they were probably brothers. The above are from the records 

ijl of the Dutch Church ; the following are from those of St. 

^ , Andrews: 

James and Elsee, daughter Sara, bom Apr., 1766. 
I Son James, bom Dec 10, 1760. 

i 
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SHARROTT, 

This is another example of the change of a French name 
into English. 

Richard Sharet, the first of the name on Staten Island^ 
according to the family traditions and records, was a French- 
man by birth, of Huguenot parentage, and for a short period 
after his emigration resided in New England. He came to 
Staten Island either Just before, or Just after, the commence- 
ment of the Revolution. Here he married a woman of 
Oerman parentage named Mary Heger. Their children were 
William, Richard, John, James, Susan and Mary, 

John married Mary Ann Burbank. October Qth, 17B9; 



John and Sarah had the following children : 

Elisha, bom May 81, 1760. 

^ames bap. July 18, 1708. 

Henry, bom Feb. 4, 1784. \ 

Lawrence and Ann, daughter Sara, bom Apr. 8, 1701. 
James and Caty, .son Stephen, bom Mar. 88, 1704. y 

Son James, bom Apr. 6, 1700. ^ f] 

James made his will June 18, 170S, proved Oct 7, 1795; 
mentions his wife Catharine and his children Bamt, Joseph, 
Frederick, John, Henry, Stephen and James. 
John and Rachel Mitchel married Not. — , 1775. 
John and Margaretta, son John, bap. Oct 84, 1700. 

Son Henry, bap. Oct 87, 1788. 
James and Mary Guyon married June 80, 178L 
Stephen and Susanna Poillon married Not. 8, 1798. 
Henry and Jane Garretson married Aug. 18, 1800. 
Stephen and Margaret Guyon married Mar. 5, 1805. 
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their children were Peter, (died Feb., 1870, aged 86,) John, 
Jeremiah, Richard, Abraham, William Henry, Mary, Susan, 
Catharine, Eliza, Louisa — some of whom are still living. 



SIMONSON. 



jj. ' This name was found in the province as early as 1681. 

ti| j Willem came over in the ^* Fox" in 1662, and was probably the 

first of the name on Staten Island. The family has become 

so numerous during the past two centuries that it is imposri- 
I: >. ble at this day to ascertain whether the several branches are 

of kin or not The branch descended from Bamt appears to 

have been the most prolific. 
;j Bamt and Apollonia Messeker had a daughter bap. in 1701 ; 

I: a son John in 1702, and a son Aart in 1710. 

jw Aert (Arthur) and Margaret Daniels had the following 

children: 

Simon, bap. Apr. 20, 1708. 

Hans, (John) bap. , 1710. 

^ , Aert, bap. Oct. 11, 1711, died in inlbncy. 

i Aert, bap. July 14, 1718. 

:| Christopher, bap. June 18, 1714. 

? Daniel, bap. July 26, 1724. 

:; Bamt, bap. July 14, 1728. 

ij * Simon (above) and Sarah Van Pelt had the following 

' children: 

I Van Pelt, bap. Mar. 18, 1742. 

Aert, bap. May 21, 1744. 
I John, bap. May 2, 1754. 

Evert, bap. Dec. 18, 1765. 



* Thete were piohMj members of another branch of the orl^nal family, 
deeeended from Aert or Arthw. 
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Haniiy (aboTe) and Antje (dim. of Ann) Van Pelt, danghter 
bap. Jane ?« 174S. 

Cbristofel, (Christopher abo^ei) and Maria Van Shone had 
a son ChristofeU bap. Apr. 19, 174& 

Hans, (aboTe) was probably the husband of Saster Corsen ; 
he was a constable in 1770. 

Daniel and Maria Becker had a son Abraham, bap. Feb. 
'26, 1768 ; a daughter in 1703, and another daughter in 1754. 

Isaac and Neeltje (Ciomelia) Coteleau, had a son Isaac, bap. 
Dec. 17, 1782 ; this .Isaac was the father of Joseph, who mar- 
ried Elizabeth Winant,*and thej were the parents of Uie fol- 
lowing sons: John, Jacob and David, still liying at New 
Springville; Joseph, still living at Oraniteville, and Abra- 
ham, deceased, also of the wife of Hon. John B. Hilljer. 

Cornelius and Elizabeth Depue, had son Bamt, bap. June 
24,1769. 

Daniel and Molly Decker had son Abraham, bap. Feb. 26, 
176& 

* Isaac and Anije ^dim. of Ann) YanderbOt, daughter bap. 
July 8, 172S. 

Christofel and Catarina Van Scuren, had daughter bap. 
May 6, 1748. 

Isaac had a daughter Elizabeth, bap. Aug. 90, 1780. 

Jacob and Adra Poillon were married Jan. 22, 1700 ; he 
was bom in 1788, and died Oct 27, 1844, in his 76ih year ; 
she was bom June 6, 1766, and died July 10, 1871, aged 106 
years, 1 mo. 6 days ; they had a daughter Elizabeih, bap. 
May 1, 1791, and a son John P., bom Oct 18, 1810, and died 
June 20, 1868 ; he lived in Heberton Street, Port Richmond. 

Bamt and AbigaO Crocheron, married Mar. 8, 1786. 

Bamt and Abigail, had a son John, born July 17, 1768. 

John and Ann, daughter Frances, bom Dec. 26, 1771 ; son 
John, bom Dec 6, 1778. 

Isaac and Elizabeth Wood, married July 28, 1787. 

Isaac and Elizabeth Bird married Apr. 6, 1789. 

John and Alice Marehal, married Jan. 6, 1790. ' 

* These were also probsblT members of snotherbiendi of theofigiasl ftoiUj, 
deseended from Aert or ArUiv. 



^^ 434 ANNALS OF 8TATSK ISLAND. 



•r, ■ • 

1^ 



i 



Peter and Ann Cole, married Aug. 20, 1791. 

John and Phebe Wood, married Sep. 28, 1799. 

^Arthur and Harriet Pritchard, married June 27, 1801. 

"" Charles M., bom 1780, died July 26, 1868; he lived at 
Stapleton. 

Renben« born Jan. 1766, died Sep. 19, 1844. 

John, bom Apr. 16, 1782, died Not. 26, 1862. 

Isaac made his will June 28, 1787 ; proved July 9, 1787 ; 
mentions his wife Helethiay, and his sons Jeremiah and 
Isaac; no other children mentioned. 

There was another Isaac, bom October 2, 1761, died May 
17, 1866, in his 94th year. 



STILWBLL. 

Of English origin. The family was here at an early date. 
The first mention of the name, with reference to the Island, is 
in the Albany records, where a piece of wood-land on the 
south side of Fresh Kill is mentioned as belonging to Daniel 
Stilwell in 1680. There is also mention made in our county 
records of Bichard in 1689 ; of John in 1696 -'6 and 1706, and 
of Thomas in 1697 and 1704. It would appeax then that at 
the close of the 17th century there were at least four Ikmilies 
of the name in the county. We subjoin the names of those 
found in the several church records. 

Elias and his wife Anne Bnrbank, (she was probably the 
daughter of Thomas Bnrbank and Maritje Martling. See 
Burbank famUy,) had a son Thomas baptized June 30, 1726, 
and a son Daniel baptized March 24, 1728. Thomas married 
Debora Martling, and had a son Elias baptized June 10, 1747. 

* These were also probably inemben of eaotberbrencb of the original faniUj, 
deeoended from Aert or ArUmr. 
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Daniel, whose wife's name was Annatje (Anna,) had a dangh- 
ter Susannah, baptised July 18th, 1763. There was another 
Daniel whose wife was Maria PoOlon, who had a son Jaqaes 
baptized March 36, 1788| and a son Daniel, baptized April 4, 
1786, whose vdfe's name was Ariantje, and had a son Jere- 
miah, bom December 1, 1768. 

Here we abandon the attempt farther to trace the gene- 
alogy, and give the remaining names which we have collected, 
leaving it to the members of the family to discover their own 
ancestors. 

Sarah Pareyn (Ferine;) wife of William ''obiit^^' had twins 
William and Daniel, baptized September 6, 1719.— (Posthn- 
moas.) 

Jan and Elizabeth Pardn (Ferine) had a son John, baptized 
November 16, 1719. 

Thomas and Sarah Van Name had a son Thomas, baptized 
December 33, 1738. 

Daniel and Catharine Larzalere had a son Richard, baptized 
November 35, 1789. 

Joachim and Anna Tenners had a son John, baptized July 
38, 1701, and a son Bichard, May 33, 1769. 

Thomas and Nancy Fountain had a son Antone, baptized 
Febmaiy 16, 1765. 

John and Helena Van Name had a son Elias baptized Jane 
34, 1763. 

Richard and Jenneke (Jane) Van Name had a son Nicho- 
las, baptized September 31, 1785. 

The above are from the records of the Datch Church ; the 
following are from St. Andrews. 

Nicholas (son of last mentioned Richard) and his wife 
Effey (Eva) had a daughter Catharine, born November 18, 
1761. 

Jeremiah and his wife Yetty had a son Feter, bom April 
30th, 1764. 

John and OUy Taylor were married September 15, 1757. 

Samuel and Hannah Van Felt were married June 9, 1765. 

Richard and Mary his wife bad a son Daniel, bom Febra* 
ary 7, 1770. 
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Nicholas born Jan. , 1747 ; died April 26, 1819. 

Abraham bom Mar. 1760 ; died Sep. 12, 1824. 
The Stilwells were for a long time an inflnenlial and prom- 
inent family in the connty, and members of it filled many lo- 
cal offices ; (see civil and military lists,) while there are yet sev- 
eral highly respectable individuals among them ; one branch 
has physically, morally, and intellectually deteriorated. 



SPRAQUB. 



The tradition in the family is that there were three brothers, 
Joseph, Edward and John, emigrated simultaneously from 
England, but the date of that event is lost ; it must have been 
early« however, as we read of Jacob Spragg, who must have 
been a son of Joseph, as early as 1729. Of these brothers, 
Joseph took up Ids abode on Staten Island ; of the other 
two, one settled on Long Island, and one on Rhode Island. 
William, whose name we find in the county records in 1767, 
and Joseph in 1772, were undoubtedly grandsons of the 

' original Joseph. The original Joseph had three sons — Jacob, 

John and Edward—notwithstanding, the family has not in- 
creased very rapidly, and at present number but a few 
families, mostly confined to the town of Westfield. The only 
notices of the name in the old record of St Andrew's 

] ! Church, are the following: 

Andrew and Catharine Pryor married June 28, 1800. 

i ' Jacob and Margaret Wood married July 12, 1800. 

1' ■ 
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TAYLOR. 

Abraham and Harmintje Haughwout had the following 
chOdren : 

Son Ephraim, bap. Oct 3S| 1711^ died yonng. 
Danghter Altje, (Alida) bap. May 18, 1710, died yonng. 
Daughter Rachel, bap. Ang. 31, 1790. 
Daughter Altje, bap. Not. 95, 1799. 
Son Peter, bap. July 4, 1796. 
Son Ephraim, bap. Apr. 8, 1790. 
Daughter Margaret, bap. Not. 98, 1716. 
Ephraim married Elizabetti Moigan, Jan. 4, 1758. 
Another Ephraim, probably father of Abraham, had a son 
Jan, and a daughter Marietta, both bap. in 1006. 

The above family, though English in name, had assimilated 
with the Dutch, as is evident from the names of some of them, 
and are found in the records of the Dutch Church. The fol- 
lowing are found in the records of St Andrew's Church, and 
are of another family. 

Oliver, bom 1687, and died Aug. 94, 1771 ; there is nothing 
to indicate tliat he was bom on the Island, though he died 
here. 
Henry and Judith had a son John, bom Sept 90^ 1770. 
Oliver and Sarah, daughter Elisabeth, bom Aug. 94, 1771. 

Henry and Lydia, son Abraham, bap. ^ 1776. 

John and Fanny, son Oliver, bom Sept 94^ 1701. 
' Benjamin and Ann Decker married Sept 9, 1799. 
John and Sarah Yates married Jan. 7, 1804. 
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TOTTEN. 
We can scarcely consider this fitmily as among the old 
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families of the Island, though the name is found in local re- 
cords for more than a century. In the records of 8t An- 
drew's Church, the name occurs two or three times, until the 
organization o( the Methodist church, when it becomes iden- 
tified with that church. Oilbert was one of the first, and 
leading men, connected with that sodetj. 

The residence of the families bearing the name has been 
almost exdudvely in the town of Westfield, and the thriving 
village of Tottenville in that town perpetuates their respecta- 
bility and infiuence. The only notices of the name in church 
records, other than those of the Methodist church, are as 
follows: 

Silas and Charity his wife, had the following sons : 
Joseph, bom Aug. 10, 1765. 
Ephraim, born Feb. 24, 176& 

Joseph and Mary Cubberly married Dec. 11, 1804. 

Though the family api)ear to have always maintained a 
very respectable' position, they do not appear to have been 
aspirants for political distinction; Ephraim, Gilbert and 
John, have repeatedly served their town as supervisors, and 
Ephraim J.« was Member of Assembly in 1848. 



VAN BUSKIRK, VAN DUZER. 

Neither of these can be regarded as old Staten Island 
families. There was a Cornelius Van Buskirk here during 
the Revolution, but he came from Bergen. The sites of the 
Pavilion at New Brighton, and St Peter's Church, occupy a 
part of his farm. His dwelling house stood along the Shore 
Road, at the foot of the hill upon which St Mark's Hotel 
stands, and is alluded to elsewhere. He had a son who 
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owned a farm on the road leading from Qoarantine to Koh* 

mond, near the Clo^e road. Another son lired at West New 

Brighton, near Pine, Hillyer ft Co*8 store, and owned the | 

mill which formerly stood on the ** Factory Dock ;*' his wife \ } M 

was a Schermerhom, firom Schenectady. ^ 1 7| 

The Van Baskirks were among the earliest settlers on Ber- 
gen Point, and were.a very respectable, thongh not a numer- 
ous &mily, on the Island. The venerable Mrs. Van Duzer, 
mother-in-law of Hon. H. B. Metcalfe, now (June, 1870,) in 
her 06th year, but since deceased, married a son of the origi- 
nal Cornelius Van Buskirk, and after his death married 
the late Daniel Van Duzer. 

The Van Duzer fkmily originally came from Long Island, 
and settled on Staten Idand near the dose of the last cen- 
tury. They were never very numerous. 

Daniel Van Duzer left, at least, two sons— John H., for 
many years a baker at Tompkinsville, and Daniel C, a 
grocer at the same place, both now deceased. 



VANDBRBILT. 

Jacob, the first of the name on Staten Island, was a native 
of Flatbush, Long Island, and was the son of Aris and Hilitje 
his wife. On the 19th of May, 1716, Aris sold a large tract 
of land at New Dorp to his son Jacob, who came to reside 
upon it. See iVb^ at the end of this article. 

Jacob was bom Jan. 26th, 1603, and died 1769 ; his wife 
Elenor, or Neiltje, was born Feb. 10th, 1098 ; their children 
were : 

Aris, bom Feb. 2, 1716. 
Denys, bom Sept 6, 1717. 
HUi^e, bom Mar. 23, 1790. 
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» • . * 

Jacob, born Jan. 6, 1728. 

Magdalena, born Dec. 1, 1726, married Cornelias Ellis. 
John, bom Nov. 16, 1738. 
Cornelias, bom Sept S2, 1781. 
Anna, born Feb. 11, 1784L 
Phebe, bom Apr. 27, 17871 
Anthea, bora Jan. 31, 1789. 
'I Elenor, born Sept 18, 1743. 

il Jacob (bom Jan. 6, 1733) married Mary Spragne, who was 

bom Feb. 17, 1739 ; their children were : 

Elenor, bom , 1747, married a Johnson. 

Jacob, bom Jan. 6, 1760. 
John, bom May 9, 1763. 
Dorothy, bom Joly 29, 1764, married a Swaim. 
Oliver, bom Jane 16, 1767. 
Joseph, born Sept 6, 1761. 
Comelins, born Ang. 38, 1784. 
Cornelias (bom Aag. 38, 1764) married Phebe Hand, who 
was bora April 16, 1767. He died May 30, 1832 ; she died 
Jane 22, 1864 ; their children were : 

Mary, born Dec. 21, 1787, married Chas. M. Simonson, died 
Ang. 10, 1846. 
Jacob, born Ang. 28. 1789, died Oct 3, 1806. 
Charlotte, born Dec. 29, 1791, married Capt John De 
Foreest, died Jan. 6, 1877. 

Comelins, bom May 27, 1794 (the Commodore), died Jan. 
4,1877. 
Phebe, bom Feb. 19, 1798, died yoang. 
Jane, bora Ang.^l, 1800, married— Ist, Van Dnzer ; 2d, Col. 
SamL Barton. 
Elenor, born Jan. 4, 1804, died Apr. 31, 1888. 
Jacob Hand, born Sept 3, 1807. 
Phebe, bom Feb. 9, 1810. 
Another branch of .the family is as follows : 
John, who was member of Assemby in 1839, was the son 
of Jacob, who we are nnable to place. John was born Ang. 
1, 1769, and died Mar. 27, 1861 ; his sons were : John, bom 
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July 3| 1796, died Aug. 18, 1847; Oliver, Aaron, Edward, 
Cornelias, Kiobard, Jacob. John and Oliver were well known 
in their day as captains of -steamboats, the former on the line 
between Elizabethi>ort and New York ; the latter between 
New York and Staten Island, and other jdaoes. 

AbCe.— Beside the land which Jacob bought of his father Aria, he 
purehaaed a pared adjoining the aboTe from Nathaniel Britton and 
Elizabeth hia wife, on the 4th daj of May, 1719, which waa a part of a 
tract of 100 acrea granted to Natha^el Britton, father of the above 
named grantor, by Benjamin Fletebar, then Governor of the prorince, 
on the 26th daj of Juneb 1898. 



VAN NAME. 

This is one of the old Dntch families of the ooonty, bat 
not among the oldest The earliest mention of the name 
occurs in a church record, as follows : 

Evert and Wyntje (Wilhelmina) Benham hadason Joseph, 
bap. Apr. 23, 1709, and a daughter Aug. 8, 171& 

Simon and Sarah Prall had a daughter bap. Oct 80, 1716. 
A son Aaron, Aug. 17, 1718^ and 
A son Moses, Feb. SI, 1796. 

Engelbert and Maria De Camp had a son John bap. Apr. 
13, 1719, and twin daughters Oct 16, 17S1. 

Johannes had a son Pieter, bap. May 18, 1718. 

Aaron (son of Simon, above) and Mary McLean, had the 
following cliildren: Aaron (grandfather of Michael and 
Charles of Mariner's Harbor), Catharine, Simon, William, 
Ann, Moses and Charles. 

Aaron (last mentioned) had a son Moses, who married Mary 
Le Orange ; they had the following children, named in the 



M 



f:i:! . 



i V ^1 



111 



482 ANKAL8 OF STATEN ISLAlfTD. 

order of their births : John, Polly, Moses, Elizabeth, Catha* 
rine, Michael^ Sophia, Rachel, Cfharles and Aaron. Those 
in Italics are still living, 1877. 

There was another Moses, born Feb., 1760, died Oct 16, 
1811 ; Simon, bom Feb., 1739, died Not. 24, U12. 

Charles, of another branch of the family, made his will 
Apr. 8, 1805, probated May 21, 180S, in which he mentions 
his sons Anthony and Aaron, both minors. 



VAN PELT. 



We read of individuals of this name in New Utrecht, sev- 
eral years before we meet the name in connection with Staten 
Island : thus, Wonter (Walter^ Anthony, and Aert Van Pelt, 
are mentioned as early as 1687, living on Long Island. The 
first Van Pelt we meet in the Staten Island records is Hen- 
drick, who had several children bom between 1696 and 1701. 
He was, probably, connected with the Long Island fdmHies, 
as we find their names perpetuated on Staten Island. At, or 
about, the same time, there was a Peter Van Pelt who had a 
son Jan baptized Oct. 21, 1707, and a son Samuel July 26, 1710. 
This John and Jannelje (Janet) Adams, his wife, had 

A daughter ^ bap. March 28, 1786. 

j A son William, April 18, 174S, and 

A daughter ^ April — > 1744. 

Jacob and Aalije (Alida) Haughwout, his wife, had 
[^ A son John, baptized October 16, 1727. 

|-; - A daughter Catalynlje, September 27, 1734. 

:^ John and Susanna Latourette, his wife, had twins— 

> John and Susanna, baptized May 26, 1729. 

Tunis and Maria Drageau, his wife, had the following 
! children: 
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Son Anthony, baptised October 9, 17S9. 

Son Johannes, baptized Febmafy 14, 1781. 

Daughter Maria, baptized June 8, 1784. 

Son Joost, baptized Maj Id, 1787. 

Son Tnnis, baptized November 19, 1788. 
Peter had a son William, baptized November 38, 171ff ; a 
son Samuel, April 16, 1717. 
Simon and Maria Adams had a 

Son Peter, baptized May 28, 1749, and a . 

Daughter, April 18, 1748. 
John (Anthony's son) and Susanna Latourette, his wife, had 

A son Joost, baptized April 4, 1786, and 

A son Anthony, baptized April 80, 1788. 
This Anthony married Janneke Simonson, and had 

A daughter ^ baptized June 11, 1780. 

Peter and Barber Houlton had 

A daughter ^ baptized April 18, 1748, and 

A son David, baptized October IS, 17S6. 
Jan and Maria Bouman had a daughterj baptized Septem- 
ber 14, 1742. 

Jan, Jr. and Catrina Bouman had a daughter, baptized May 
6, 1745. 
John had a daughter, baptized October 29, 1787. ^ 
Samuel, son of Peter, mentioned above, and Maria Falken- 
burg, had 

A son Pieter, baptized July 19, 174& 
Aart and Christina Immet, daughter Maria, baptized De- 
cember 10, 1721. 
John and Margaret, his vdfe, had the following children : — 

A son Tunis, bom August 8, 1760. 

A son John, bom February 10, 176S. 

A son James, born May 18, 1761, and 

A son Peter, bom November 18, 1769. 
Peter and Phebe had a son Tunis, bom June 6,1768. 
Anthony and Susanna had a daughter Susanna, bom Bfay 
10, 1766, and 

A son GFeoige, born Mar. 1, 1709. 
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Joseph and Elizabeth had son James, born Ang. 5, 1707, 
and 

A son Tunis, born Dec. 3, 1771. 
John and Catharine Lawrence, daughter Mary, baptized 
March 8, 177S. 

Jacob and Elizabeth, daughter Mary, bom March 11, 1708. 
' Peter, son of John and Margaret, above, married Mary 
Colon^ December 6, 1797. 
David and Hannah Wright married June 31, 1801. He 

was bom Febmary , 1779, and died March 80, 1888. 

There is a tradition that one of the earliest Van Pelt^s, 
probably Hendrick, was a man of immense dze ; he was very 
tall, and proportionately bulky, and possessed of strength 
equal to that of several ordinary individuals. 

The Indians, who, notwithstanding their repeated sales of 
the Island, continued to prowl over it, pilfering from the set- 
tlers whatever they could lay their hands upon, were much 
afraid of him, and kept themselves far away from his prem- 
ises. He had a son who was a dwarf in stature, not ezceed- 
11 ing four feet in height, who was the constant companion of 

>[( his father ; they were, in fact, inseparable in the day time. 

' i When the ftither died, the son took to his bed, and died two 

1 j day th,»rftor. 



WANDEL. 

The first of the name in our county records is John, who, 

with his wife Letitia, executed a mortgage to • Groom, 

May 1/ 1767, and cancelled it by payment the next year. He 
was a cordwainer by tmde, and carried on the tanning buri- 
ness on Toad Hill. John and Letitia had a son Peter bora 
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January lOth, 1766. Peter married Sarah Yan Clief, March 

, 17», and died May 17th, 1857, orer 91 years of age. 

His sons were Matthew, Daniel, John, Peter S., and Walter 
L, the latter only still living, April, 1876. 



WIN ANT, 

This is one of the oldest families on the' Island, and is so 
ramified that it is impossible to traoe all its branches to their 
sources. We select that branch which is probably best 
known, and is represented by Abraham, and his brother 
Jacob O., both of whom have been sherifEs of the county. 
They are the sons of Hon. Bomt Parlee Winant, who is still 
living at Rossville. His parents were Abrsham Winant and 
Maiy Parlee, who were married August 1, 1807. The father 
of Abraham was Winant Winant, who made his will July 
6th, 1804, which was proved Aug. 11th, 1804« between which 
dates he must have died. In that instrument he mentions 
his wife Mary, and his children Abraham, John O., Jacob 
O., Mary, Fiances and Ann« The Ihther of Winant Winant 
was Abraham, who was the son of the elder Winant Winant, 
who was the son of Peter Winant, the progenitor of the 
family. The following is the inscription upon his tombstone : 

^*Here lies the body of Peter Winant, bom in the year 
1664, who departed this life August 6th, 1768, aged 104 years.'^ 

He was a native of Holland, but the date of his emigration 
and settlement on the Island, which are identical, hasbeeii lost 

As his family was the only one of the name then in the 
county, the following must have been his sons, vis.: 

Peter J who had a son Peter, baptised April SSd, 1707. 
Winant (mentioned aboveX whose wife was Ann Cole^ who 
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had the following sons baptized : Peter, Mar. 27, 17:^ ; Abrar 
ham, Mar. 34th, 1725 ; Jacob, Oct 0th, 1726, and Daniel, 
Apr. 22, 1728. 

John^ whose wife was Lena Bird, had a son Peter baptized 
Mar. 19, 1732 ; and 

CorruiUuSj whose wife was Maria Cole, had a son ComeUos 
baptized Feb. 28th, 1728. 

The /oUowing are other members of the family, whose 
names we find in the county and church records: 
:| Capt Peter, born Dec. 4^ 1784 ; he was captain of the 

schooner Thames, which was wrecked on Absecom beach, 
Nov. 4^ 1823, when he lost his life. 

Peter, born Oct. 5th, 1802, died Feb. 8, 1867. 

Abraham and Mary his wife had a daughter Ann, born 
Sep. 30, 1758, and a daughter Elizabeth, born Mar. 3, 1770. 

Daniel and Rachel his wife had a son Daniel, born May 10, 
1760. 

Daniel and Susannah his wife had a daughter Ann, bom 
June 27, 1762. 

Daniel and Elizabeth his wife had a daughter Rachel, born 
Oct 4^ 1766. 

Peter and Christiana his wife had a son Gtoorge, bom Sep. 
6, 1770 ; this GFeorge married Eliza Winant, Not. 15, 1704. 

John and Hannah, or Johanna his wife, had a daughter 
Elizabeth, bom July 29, 1774, and a son Jacob, May 15, 1776. 

Peter and Charity his wife had a son Isaac, born Feb. 1, 
1775 ; this Isaac married Patty Winant, Jan. 16, 1796. 

Peter and Ann his wife had two children, Daniel and 
Ann, baptized Nor. 20, 1785. See Note below. 

Cornelius, and Catharine his wife, had a daughter Cornelia 
baptized Nov. 21, 1790. 

Peter and Mary Winant were married July 14, 1790. 

Moses and Catharine Winant were married Aug. 7, 1800. 

Daniel and Eliza Oakley were married Dec. 19, 1801. 

Noie. — Peter Winant made his will May 9^ 1798, which was proved 
July 26, I79S9 in which he mentions his wife Ann, his father Daniel, 
and alludes to his children without giying their names. 
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WOGLOM. 

This name was originally written <* Yan Wogdnm." 
John sold land in 1606 ; this is the earliest mention of the 
name in the local records ; the next is— 
Grysie Woggelam, who was witness at a baptism in 1608. 
John Yan W. had daughter Chrystyntien, bap. 89; 1707, 
and a daughter Snster, bap. July 96| 17U. 
Ary (Adrian) and Celia Fryer had the following children : 

Son Jan, bap, May 81, 1716. 

Daughter Anna, bap. June 8, 1788. 

Son Andries, bap. June 87, 178S. 

Son Adrian, bap. July 87, 1789. 

Son Abraham, bap. Aug. 8, 1731. 
There was a Douwe Yan W. residing on the Island in 1748. 
The next notices of any members of the family are from the 
records of St Andrews. 
Abraham and Hannah Parlee, married Not. 18; 1700. 
Joshua and Martha Cole married Feb. 10, 1796. 
John and Lanah Piyor married Dec. 84, 1808. 



WOOD. 



This family is of English origin. The name is common 
everywhere, and it is exceedingly doubtful whether the Woods 
on the Island hare descended from the same original The 
present representative of one of the families is Samuel B. 
Wood, Esq., redding near. Ghuiison's Station, on the S. L 
RailrcMEid. He is the son of the late John B., who, with his 
brother Samuel (still living 1876), are the sons of SamueL 
Samuel's brothers were Joseph, John, Stephen and Jesse, 
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and they were the sons of John, the g. grandfather of Sam- 
uel B., Esq. It is impossible to trace the genealogy of any 
other branch, bat subjoin the names of such as are to be 
foand in the several church records. 

Stephen and his wife GeerQe (Gertrude) Winter, had twins 
Stephen and Obadia, baptized Dec. 24^ 1787. 

Stephen and his wife Jemima Mott had a sou Richard, 
baptized June 18, 1781. 

The above are from the records of the Dutch Church ; the 
following are from those of St. Andrew's Church. 

Stephen and Mary his wife had a daugliter, Mary, bom 
Sept 18, 1772 ; a son Stephen, bap. June S, 178ff. 

John and Margaret his wife had a son Stephen, bap. Aug. 
1, 1778, who married Damy Housman Feb. 8, 1704. (This 
. Stephen was one of the five brothers mentioned above as sous 
of John.) 

Stephen and Alice, or Elsy, his wife, had a son John, bap. 
June 10, 1788 ; he married Barbara Van Pelt Dec 28, 1804, 
and another son, Abraham, bom Sep. 22, 1788. 

Timothy and Sarah Rezeau were married Jan. — ^ 1766. 

Isaac and Susan Lewis were married Feb. 0, 1794. 

John and Sarah Lockman were married Mar. 28, 1704. 

Richard and Catharine Lockman were married Jan. 7, 1796. 

James and Elston (Alston t) were married June 1, 1799. 

Charles and Joanna Dongan were married Dec. 11, 1806. 

(She was the daughter of the late Walter Dongan, of the 
Four Corners, and the mother of Mr. Walter D. Wood, of 
Mariner's Harbor.) 

Jesse and Catharine Marshal were married July 9, 1807. * 

James, mentioned above, lived at Long Neck, or Travisville, 
and his sons were Charles, mentioned above, John, Peter and 
Abraham ; Charles was well known in his day as a local ' 
1} preacher in the Methodist Church. 

John, brother of Charles, married Mary Jones, and was 
the father of. James, deceased in 1831, and Edward resides at 
Travisville. 
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DEFUNCT PJCORPORATIONS ON STATBN ISLAND- 

In the year 1823 the Legislature passed an Act incorpor- 
ating the Village of TompkinsvillCi but beyond this nothing 
was ever done. 



March 11th, 1886, an Act was passed to incorporate the 
|{ ; • New York India Rabber Cloth Company ; for a term of 

twenty years. The capital stock was $100,000, in shares of 
860 each. The first Directors appointed by the Act were 
Samnel Marsh, Nathan Barrett and David V. N. Merserean. 
The Company was duly organized, and erected a building, 
which is still standing, in the Fourth Ward of the Village 
of New Brighton, and now occupied as a paper hanging manu- 
factory. 

y The business was carried on successfully for several years, 

I until competition finally rendered it unremunerative, when 

it was discontinued. 



Iforch 26th, 1888, an Act was passed to incorporate " The 
Staten Island Whaling Company." The capital stock was 
8200,000 in shares of $60 each. Richard D. littell, John H. 
Smith, Ephraim Clark, Jun., Jacob Bodine, Franklin S. Kin- 
ney, William A. Swain, Eder Y. Haughwout, William 
Woram and John Totten, were appointed Commissioners to 
open the' books and receive subscriptions to the capital stock. 

The Company was duly organized, and erected a building 
upon the present site of Jewett's White Lead Factory, at 
Port Richmond. They also purchased a bark called the 
'' White Oak," which made one voyage in quest of whales, 
and after several months' absence returned with a tolerable 
cargo. A fire having occurred, which totally consumed the' 
large building with all its contents, the Company was dis- 
solved. 



April 18th, 1888, an Act was passed to incorporate ** Rich* 
mond College," to be located on Staten Island. Ogden JSd- 
wards^ WaUer PtUtersan^ Charles T. Cattin^ Jojodb T^ysen^ 
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Thomas McAoIey, Charles A. Porter, John S. WesteneU^ 
William WOsoii, Oeatge Baward, Caleb T. Ward^ William 
W. Phillips, Thomas Wilson, MitUhame IbrnpUm^ Wil- 
liam A. 8edy^ John N. MoLeod, Thomas Camming, BtUap 
B. Seaman^ William C. Brownlee, Bobert PaUiMcn^ David 
Moore^ Alexander Martin, ThamM B. Davii^ James O. 
Smith, William Scott, Lonis MoLane, John B. itiller^ James 
Pollock, James B. Mnrray, Dancan Dnnbar, Samud Barton^ || ; 

William Agnew, Thomas J. Oaklej, John B. SaUerlee^ and 
William Soal were constitnted the body corporate and poli- 
tic, and the first tmstees. Several efforts were made to con- 
vene the trustees without success, and the matter finally died 
away and was foigotten. Mantes parturieni, elc 

N. B. The names in Italics were residents of the Island. 



THE STATEN ISLAND BANK. 

The Staten Island Banking Association commenced busi- 
ness July 34th, 1830. It was located at Port Richmond, and 
its idace of business was the west end of the double buQding; 
comer of the Shore Road and Broadway, now occuided as a 
shoe store. Jits first board of directors were Richard D. lit- 
tell, John H. Smith, William A. Swain, Franklin S. Kinney, 
William Woram, WUliam Colgate, Eder Y. Haughwout, 
Jacob Bodine, John Totten, Sen., Joseph S^guine, Johii T. 
Harrison and Samuel Sherwood. 

Richard D. Littell was president, aud John West cashier. 
After a brief existence of about two years, its doors, were 
closed, and have never since been opened. 



CEMETERIES. 

The reprehensible practice of burying the dead under and 
around churches, originated with the Romish priests, who 
pretended that the souls of the deceased enjoyed some pe- 
culiar advantages by having their dead bodies interred in 
ground consecrated by a church ; but even they have grown 
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wiser Id these days, and the practice is going into desuetude. 
The ancients always buried their dead at a distance fix>m 
densely populated localities ; the Turks construct their ceme- 
teries far from the abodes of the living, and usuaUy adorned 
them with great care. The dangerous practice of inter- 
ring the dead among the living is still continued in several 
places on ^ten Island, but which at no very distant period 
will be prohibited by legal enactments. There are several 
cemeteries on the Island, among which are the Staten Island 
and Fountain CSemeteries, at West New Brighton ; the Ceme- 
tery of St. Peter's Church, on the Clove road ; ISUver Mount 
and Woodlawn Cemeteries, on Richmond Turnpike, Middle- 
town ; Springville and Sylvan Cemeteries, in Northfield ; St 
Mary's Cemetery, in Southfield, and the Moravian Cemetery 
at New Dorp. The latter; containing over sixty acres, is 
larger than all the others combined. This was a burial 
ground more than twenty years before the Moravians ob- 
tained possession of the land. It is a place of great natural 
beauty, which art has much improved. There are several 
objects of interest in it, among which may be enumerated the 
mausoleum or family vaults of Commodore Yanderbilt, of 
the Crocheron and other fitmilies ; the monuments of Mrs. 
Winant J. C. Thompson, Capt. L K. Dustan, W. B. Town- 
send, the Banker famOy, Col. Shaw, &c. ; this latter stands 
on ft pretty elevation, and contains the following inscription : 

In Memoiy cf 

BOBKBT QOOLD SbaW, 

OoL Mih Beg. Maaa Tola 

Bom in BootoDt 

10th October, 1887: 

Killed 18th July, 1868; 

At Fort Wagner, 

Morris Idand, a OL, 

and there buried 

With his men. 

^Omnium rdigvii 

9tfV(tf€ TtMpubbOOUL 

« The motto on the hedge of the Sooletj of the C l a d nnetf. 
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Pattenfc lor a peioe of land on Statten Uand, gnuUd to Ganili 

GfOOMIL 

Edmond AndroM Eiqf 

Wiiexeas (beni is a oertoin paroell d land at Statten Island 1|jiqg on 
7* north mde thereof the whkh hath bj order been li^d oat fcnr Gar- 
ritt Oroosen j* ^ land being bounded on j* West mde iviih a small 
mnn of Water w*^ makes j* partition betwixt j* land belonging to 
J* Mill h J* land layd oat for Ckdlon** Lorelaoe's Flantaoon a Ijne 
running on either side Sooth and hj East it is in breadth one hnndred 
and ssTenteene English Bodd in length into j* woods two hondred 
thirty foore Bodd. Ciontaining one handled and sixty acres k one 
hundred Bodd as also a pieoe of Meadow Ground ^ying on y* Soath 
west side of John Tonisen's Greek bounded on y* South Sooth West 
side A by y* Meadows by Clause Arcntson the North side of Peter 
Jansen soe round enrironed by the ereeke containing twetlve acres as 
by y* return of y* surrey under the hand of y* surrey' doth and nisy 
appear. Enow yee ftc— Dated y* 29 day of Sept 1677, Qoitt Bent S 
Bushdls of Good Winter Wheat in N. Toik. 



In one of the old record books containing minntea of the 
proceedings of the Sapervisors, is the following entry : 
** 1827, May 6th, At a meeting held this daj, present Harmanua G17- 
on, John Totten k Nicholas Orocheron, Superfison^ also Bichsrd 
Grocheron, Esq., James Gt^yon, Esq., and Walter Bett% Esq., Oommia- 
sioners i^pointed according to a law passed April 10th, 1826^ an act to 
provide for Building a Fire proof Clerk and Surrogate's oSce in the 
County of Bichmond, whereby it was made the duty of the Siqperriaois 
at their annual meeting to cause to be levied and collected a sum not 
exceeding One Thousand five hundred I>oIlaz% over and above the ex.* 
pense of Collecting the same, for the purpose of building a lire proof 
Clerk and Surrogate's- Office for Bead County, to be located in such 
part of Said County as the Judges of the Said County, or a nuqcrity 
of them shall direct, and in which dl the public Becords and Papers 
belonging as well to the Clerk as the Surrogate of the Said County 
shall be kept^ and the said Judges have fixed Upon the Otte of theOld 
County-house on the East side of the Goal lor the locating the ssma. 

Whereupon rtKlved by the Said Supervisors Ftesent that the county- 
house be sold and removed without delay to make a dear Cite fcxr the 
purpose of erecting Said Clerk and Surrogate's office^ and also that the 
proceeds of such sail be paid to the County Treasurer, subject to the 
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order of the Sapervisois, and also that the said Ooznmissionen be and 
hereby are empowered to sell Said CJonnty house for the best price 
that can be got for the same at public Vendue, notice to be given of 
the sime (sic) of such sale. And the Supervisors having caused to be 
raised and paid into the Treasury of Said County the sum of six hun* 
dred dollars for and towards the Building Said Clerk and Surrogate's 
office. Also resolved by the Supervisors that th^ will in case the six 
hundred dol&m raised iar the purpose of building Said Clerk and 
Surrogate's office should be Insufficient to pay for building the same ; 
In such case they wiU Borrow as much as will be sufficient to complete 
the same. Ftovided howerer that the whole cost of building sndi 
office shun not exceed one thousand five hundred dollars. 

Signed Hbbx* Outov, 

Nicholas CB00HXB0H9 

Jomi TOTTBI. 

Whereupon it was ordered by the Supervisors that their Clk shall 
,:| Immediately give to said Commissioners an order on the Counij 

Treasurer for the said sum of six hundred Dollars. 

Which said order was in due form made out and dehvered to one of 
the said Commissioners for the Payment of the said six hundred Dol- 
lars as aforesaid. 

BzoHABD ComixB, Clk. ) $ a 

of the board of Supervisors ) 600 00 

:^i- The above document is given in fall, as a specimen of the 

;(-| verbose and exceedingly precise style in which Col. Hicbard 

Conner, as clerk of the supervisors, kept all the county 
records, under his official care. 

The <^Gk>al'' incidentally alluded to, still stands on the 
comer north of and directly opposite the hotel called the 
^^ Richmond County Hall," and the clerk's and surrogate's 
fire-proof offices, built u]>on the '^Cite" of the county house, 
is the small brick building, also still standing, next east The 
exact cost of the building cannot now be ascertained, but 
during the following year, bills for materials and labor were 
audited to the amount of $841.08. 

On the 7th of October, 1828, the following resolution was 
passed : . . 

** It is Besolved by a Uajoritgr of the Supervisors of the County of 
Richmond that three men be appointed to take charge of the records 
if'\ of the County of Bidmiond, in consequence of the TH health of the 
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present County Clerk, Jonathan Lew]% Eaq.^ and that th^ make an 
Inventory of sodi Books and Papers as thej shall find in the oSoe of 
Said Clerk, and shall deposit saoh Books and Papers in the oflloe now 
erected in the Tillage of Biohmond for thai purpose. Besolved that 
Walter Betts, Esq., Biohaxd D. littell, Esq., and Abraham Auten, Depotj 
Clerk, is hereby appointed to take an LiTentory of said Books and 
Papers, and deliver them to the said Abraham Auten, Dqputy Okrii, 
on his giving a receipt fcMr sooh Books and Papers on the Schednle or 
Inventory, and deliver sneh Schednle so signed to the Snpernsom of 
Said County, By order of the Snper?isocsL 

BiOHABD CoirxBa, dk.'* 

In January, 1880, there is an allowance of a bill to 
** Frederick B. Allen for work done and yet to be finiiihed by him on 
the Poor honse and out Bnildinga |8S 39" 

In December, 1829, a bill was allowed to Bichard D. lit- 
tell and John Oayon as committee men, <*to take into 
consideration the pnrcbasing of a Farm for the poor of said 
County, also for advertising and attendance to receive pro- 
posals from persons who had ISarms for sale." 

In December, 1839, and January, 1880, bills to a large 
amount were audited for work, materials, fto., for the poor- 
house. 



THB COUNTY POOB-HOUSB. 

Prior to the establishment of a County Poor-House, the 
destitute poor were provided for by being boarded in private 
families, and sometimes under circumstances such as now 
would not be tolerated, as when children were paid for taking 
care of their helpless parents, of which there wefe several 
instances. 

On the second day of May, 1808, Joseph Barton, Sen., car- 
penter, and lifary, his wife, sold to the Supervisors, Justices, 
and Overseers of the Poor of the county, for the sum of 
$262.00, two acres of land, on the road leading from Bich- 
mond to New Dorp, on which was a small flrame house, con- 
taining two or three rooms. This property was purchased 
for the purpose ot a County^Poor-House, though it was not 
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able to accommodate one-fourth of the poor of the connly, 
who appear to have been more nnmerons in proportion to the 
population than they are at present ; the remainder were dis- 
posed of as before stated. The public charity continued to 
be dispensed in this manner for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury after the purchase. 

In January, 1829, the Supervisors called a public meeting 
of the taxpayers of the county, to devise some cheaper method 
of supporting the poor, ** as the taxes were becoming burden- 
some.'* Whatever methods may have been proposed at that 
meeting, the proposition to purchase a farm large enough to 
1^; enable the poor to earn their own subsistence by their own 

labor was adopted, and John Guyqn and Richard D. Littell 
were appointed to ascertain what Ikrms could be purchased^ 
and at what prices, and to report at an adjourned meeting. 

In the meantime an application was made to the Legisla- 
ture for authority to make a purchase for the purpose pro- 
posed, and to levy a tax to -pSLj for it On the 8th day of 
April, 1839, the following Act was ])assed : 

«An Act to provide for a Oountj Poor-Hou8e» in the countj of 
Richmond. - 

{ 1. iThe Act entitled, ** Ati Act to provide for the establishment of 
County Poor-Houses," passed November 27tfa, 1824 shall apply to and 
include the county of Bichmond, the exception in the said Act not- 
withstanding ; but the sum to be raised by a tax, as specified in the 
first section, shall not exceed four thousand dollars. 

{ 2. It shall be lawful for the Supenrlsors of the said coonty of Rich- 
mond to sell the house and ground at present possessed hj the ooimty, 
and heretofore appropriated as a poor-house, and to apply the proceeds 
towards tb*e puzposes expressed in the said Act^ and to no other 
III puiposa- . 

J; Of the several forms offered to the county, that of Stephen 

ii ^ Martineau, containing between ninety and one hundred acres, 

fj^: in the town of Northfield, was selected, for which about three 

W, thousand dollars was i>aid, and which still belongs to the 

;«r: county, and continues to be occupied as a poor-house &nn. 

On the 18th day of April, 1890, the Supervisors sold the 
old poor-house property to William D. Maltbie^ for the sum 
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of one hundred and fifty dollars. This is the proper^ now 
occupied by Dr. Millspaugh, near Richmond, opposite the 
parsonage of St Andrew's Ohuroh. 

From the Supervisors' accountSi it would appear that the 
new establishment was supplied with two or three cargoes of 
fertilizing materials, wagons, horses, cows, and necessary 
agricultural instruments. Isaac Britton was the keeper. 

On the 18th of October, 1830, the supervisors purchased 
fourteen and eight-teiiths acres of salt meadow from John Ejg- 
bert for (905. 

On the 7th day of January, 1842, the supervisors pur- 
chased five acres of woodland adjoining the county farm on 
the west, from William Decker, for $300. 

How tBLT the original purpose of making the paupers sup* 
port themselves by their own labor, has been succeesfuU is 
foreign to our present purpose ; the establishment has been 
regnlarly maintained, new buildings have been erected as 
circumstances developed their necessity, among which are 
apartments for the insane, a pest-house, and recently a re- 
spectable school-house. 

The present keeper is Mr. Thomas McCormack. 



The last royal patent for lands on Staten Island was 
granted by Queen Anne, to Lancaster Symes, on the 23d of 
October, 1706. It conveyed all unappropriated lands, mead- 
ows, &c., &c., on the Island, at an annual rent of six shil- 
lings current money of New York, payable on Lady-day of 
each year. It is recorded at Albany in book N6. 7 of Pa^ 
tents, page 871, and quite recently recorded in this County. 



As an example of the manner in which the old Dutch 
family records were kept, we subjoin the following of part 
of the Van Name family. The orthography is exceedingly 
defective: ' * 
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*'Het Jar 1718 Den 29 actober is myn soon Syme yan name ge* 

bose." 
(The year 1718, the 29th October, is my son Simon Van Name, bom.) 
''Het Jar 1716 Den 15 augustes is myn Dogter Sara gebora* 
(The year 1716, the 15th August, is my daughter Sarah bom.) 
'' Het yar 1718 Den ellefde angostes is myn soon aron yan name 

gebore." 
(The year 1718^ the llth Angnst, is my son Aaron Van Name bom.) 
" Het yar 1705 Den 27 yanneware is magdalena Swem gebore. Het 

yar 1707 Den 19 my is maris Swem gebore.** 
(The year 1706, the 27th January, is Magdalena Swaim bom. The 

year 1707, the 19th May, is Maria Swaim bom.) 
" Het yar 1726 den 8 feberwarii is my Soon mosee yan name 

gebore.** 
(The year 1726, the 8th February, is my son Moses Van Name bom.) 
See Van Name family, App. L, l^on Van Name and Sarah Prall 

nis wile. 
This Simon Van Name was a Justice of the Peace, and a 

prominent man in his day. We give below copies of a 

couple of legal documents issued by him : 

" Biohmond County 
I To the Cionstable of the north diuision where as Oomplaind is made 

by Euert yan name unto me Simon yan name one of his Magistices 
! j . Justice of the peace that Hennery day owith him the Sum of Seuen 

i^ir Shillings and neglect to Pay the same this is iheair for to require you 

V- to somins thesame hennezy day to apear before me at my dweling 

!:' house on thursday next at one of the adock. in the after noon which 

will be the 18 day of this instient month els Jugment shall go against 

him by The &ult giuen from under my hand this the tenth day of 
. Mardi Ano domini 1728:9 

^^jl SdCB YMX VAKl.'* 

1^ :: The following venire has a paper attached to it containing 

I ' the names of twenty persons, the first twelve of whom are 

numbered, and probably constituted the jury in the caune : 

L ■ *'Biehmond to the Constable of . 

u- Cbunty the North deyition 

t.' Where as there is an action depending between Tommas morgan 

[-[ plantif & Isaac Garrison Defended Both of the Ciounty Abousd 

(above said) and the Defendent Dedres a Jury upon the sd Action 
These are therefore in his Maiesiyes Name to Require k Ck>mmaud 
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yon to STinmoDfl Twelve Sufficient Men to iippear Before me on 
Weneday next et Twdye of the Qock in the forenoon of the Semeday 
at my DweDing HooA to Serve as Jvrera iqpon the ad Action Depend- 
ing Whereof taSl not Given under my hand Thee twenty aerenih daj 
of Jnly Annoq, Dom. 1780 



Names attaohed ; 1 Abrsham oorshon, S riohard erips^ 8 John i 
gaboD, 4 garai erase, 6 phiHp merel, 6 honas deker, 7 bamt sweme, 8 
ranses bodine, 9 nieboles stalwill, 10 nicUes depae^ 11 John boker, IS 
tunas te bont^ nioUes bosh, mr coottioaery art simanson, Jacob boiet, 
lambart gaiison, ihomas lidc, alezandorlidE, ben goman ayra." 
On the rererse of the venire are the following eodorBemente : 
Biehmond Ooonty July the S9 
the Jury finds for the sd defandant 

venire 0. L 6 

to the oonstabel «.. 0. 

swaring the Jory % 

swaring y evdena L 6 

swaring the Constel 6 

fiSntring verdedk •' I. 



We copy entire the following old bondsi with their en- 
dorsementSi in English and Dutch, fonnd among the pa* 
pere of Simon Yan Name. 

'' Enow an men by these presents thai I Johanis Swame of the 
County of Biohd in the province of new yoik yeoman am holden and 
firmly bound unto magdalena Swame and maiy Swame and petemal 
and Elizabeth of the same place in the Sum of two hundred and iourty 
pounds Current mony of New Tork to be paid to the Said abovemen- 
sioned or to there certain Attorneys Exers admrs ; or assigns to the 
which payment well and truly to be made I do here by bind mj Sdt 
my heirs ; Exers : and admrs ; and every and eveiy of them firmly 
hy these presents^ Sealed with my Seal dated this 7th Day of Septem- 
ber in the 6th year of the Beign of our Soveraign Lord Gorge^by the 
Orace of Oodof Oreat Britain, france and Ireland king defen der d 
the faith Anno Domini 1719. 

The Condition of this Obligation ia Such thai if the above bounden 
Johanis Swame, or his lieirs Exers r admrs or assigns shaU well and 
truly pay or cause to be paid to the above named ma g d al en a Swame 
and mazy Swame ; petemel De puy and Wliiaiheth Oarriaon ; andlam 
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oblighd to pay magdalena Swame Fi% pounds after the Death of 
Barent Swame Six yean her Fathers boorshon (portion) and maiy 
Swame the Like Sum of Fifty pounds Current mony of New York of 
there fathars poorshon and I the said Johanis Swame am oblighd to 
pay topetemel De puy and Elasabath Garrison Each of them then 
(ten) pounds Like Current mony for there Fathers poorshon next en- 
suing the date here of without fraud or further Delay then this present 
Obligation to be void and of none e£Fect or else to Stand and Bemain 
in full force and Tirtue 
Sealed and Delivered in the 

presence of us Johakis I S Swaki ( ^^) 



FBAKSOT BODAOI 

I , ; Petes F&ul 

1^1 June 7* 18th 1723 



BiiDOBSsiaEinn. 



Then Beeeived of Simon van Ame k Aronprall executors of Johanes 
Swam deceased y* sum of twenty pounds Currant money of New York 
& upon this within written bond we say Beceived by us lor our wief es 
Petemel & Elizabeth Granted to tliem by bond as within mentioned 

|i Son (f) DBFDT 

4:V^ Lambabt Oabisox. 

*' 1,1 anno 1728 Den sesde my Dan ontvange van syme van nam Bxtor van 



yohannes swem overled de som van yyftegh pout op dese enge schreve 
bant wy ont Tange. 

JOHJiSQIES nKCTKSi 

\| anno 1728 Den 18 aetober 

;Jl ; Dan ontvange van Syme van name Exetor van yohannes swem over- 

Ujr lede De som van vyflyge pout op dese engeschreve bant en vol voor 

f^^ myn part ick ontvange madelen swem nouw wjt van cfaarels dedeeke r 

wy ontvange. 

CbABLES C nEDEXEB 



UADALEH DED] 
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DIAGRAM OF THE SECOND EDIFICE OF THE 

REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH AT 

PORT RICHMOND. 

Built about 1714— destroyed during the BeroIntioiL 




Plaifiyrm tan den Christdyk Needer duytsche Kerk op 
Staten Eiland^ dm 30«» Iher Anno Dim : 1761. 

Dakl. Cobssn Fboit. 
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KET TO THE «" FLATFOBIL** 

TrmntUtton o^ tli* title : " PUa of the ChiUtiaa Low Datoh Chunk otti 
Iilaad, the Mtii S^tomber, la llio jMur of oar Lord 1791 ; mado Vf 
Conen." 
A. PradikMtoel^PiilpIt B. OaderlliiMi— Sldora. a Di«k« __ 

1 Boameoftor's PlaaU oa KorknowtoA PlAato— The MMter-BoIlte^oFlaeo 
and the Chaidi-Wardoa's Plaeo. 
9 Plaato Toor don OT«ilioidt--Pla€0 for the tfa^stntau 

64 0onMUaV€ilil% 
69 Vaoaat^ 
M Helena CroMM, 
87 EUaabet Oonen, 

68 Maria PnaL 

69 Galrinn BeidMtob 

60 SaraEllea, 

61 Arajaeatie Ellea, 
61 EUiabeth Baker, 
66 8araPoat» 
64BeUtieDearaol, 
66 BUiabeCliDeanol* 

66 Aeyeafipear, 

67 Vacaat, 
66 Maria Meraereaa, 
60 Fhumyatje PosI and 
60 MaHjriU am$m$, 

S JfdSsU VMdmkdL 
66 AinaiU JfarOfa^ 

ila4b(3bfiM|^ 

OoraeHa— — >, 
71 De NakooiflUnnTaariliedi 
of) OathariaeBtoflifiiaad^ 

75 Vaeaalg 

78 Kaella rkka. 

74 MagritieOemdet 

79 Jannetie Fan Woggfkm, 

76 Maria Becfaaaa, 

77 Pennle Vaa B ^ 



8 Nicholas 
4 Donwe Vaa Wogelon. 

9 Brnsi Lende, Henrik Groeeen, 

6 Jan V^hlOb 

7 Jacob Gdnea, Oomelia Conea. 

8 Gerrit Cioeaea. Abraham Croeiea, 

9 Joehaa MerMveaax, 

10 Gerrit Kroeeaea, 

11 Gerrit Poet, Cat* Bjoek, 
19 PleterDeGrooi, 

18 Johaaaea De Grftoi. 
14 Jaa Vaa Pelt, and another Ul^ble. 

19 Joris PraU* 

16 Thomas BariMik, 

17 Jacob Vaa Pelt. 

18 Peter Martibighe. 

19 CoraellQS Croesea. • 

90 Egbert Haffaboc» 

91 Robert De moot. 
89 Headrik Proll, and another erased, 
98 Johannea Slmonsoa, 
The succeeding nine are Tacaat^ 

88 Aatoaie Vaa Peh. 
84 Joa Boll, Jaar., 

89 Joseae Moraeroe. JoBTiv 
89 CoraellQS Biles. 

87 Vacaat. 

88 Art ffimoasoa or 

89 Richard MeneO, 

40 JaaRoQ. 

41 Cornelias — — 
49 Isaac ffimoaae. 

48 Johaaae Vaawageaa, 
44 Wilhelmos VreeUadt. 

49 CoraellQS 'Corsea. 

46 Chiistiaa Corsea. 

47 Otto Vaa Tnyl. 

48 Jacob Corsea, 

49 Vacaat, 

90 Nealtle Hagewoat, 
oraella Corsea, 



' 



78 Vacaat. 
VtieA 



TOFjrtlel 

80 Leaa Vaa WBgmm, 

81 Maria Pndl, 
89 Aaalette fooatala, 
88 WlatleVaaTa/1% 
84 ^ 



91 Coi 

99 Aaltte Vaa Pel^ 

98 Jaa Veghte. 

It will be obserred that the aambers from 60 to 69. boUi ladoslfa. aia di^B* 
cated ; we hsTO aaderscored the dapllcated aambers. It will also he ~ 
that according to the aaiTorssl eastom la the oldea tfanei^ the 
ated ia their seats. 

Across the ends of 76. 77 sad 78 are writtea the words * 
Predikaaf— Chairs for the Preecher. 

This was the aecoad church ediflce ; h was buQt shout 1714. 
hy fire, bj the British earl j ia the BoTolatloa as a rebel ehi 
standing, was subsequent]/ blown down. In a hm,wj gala. 

The name of Daniel Corsea does aot appear amoag those of the 



but aa he was geaerallj the lacumbeat of some dTiTolBce. his seal 'was ia Ks L 
or9. Hewascoaa^deikatihetlmeheaudsthedlsgrHa. 
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(1) Smith, in his '* History of New Tork," says that ihe Toyage in 
whidi Hudson disoovered the great river which bean his name was 
made in 1608» under a commission from the king of England. The 
English, when they laid daim to the territory occupied by the Dutch, 
did so under pretence of a former grant made to the Virginia Ckmi- 
pany, and not in consequence of any .disooveiy made by Hudson. The 
inquiry naturally suggests itself if Hudson sailed under an English 
commission, how did he obtain the command of a Dutch ship? for it 
is not pretended that the Half Moon was anything eke. Again, why, 
under such circumstances^ did be name our Island after the States 
General of Holland f Eridently Smith looks only through English 
spectades. 

(2) Quoted by Drake in his '' Book of the Indians of North Amer- 



(8) Might makes right 

(4) The name of this diild was Sarah ; she fived to be the wife of 
two husbands, and the mother of twelve diildren. Dunlap, YdL 1, p. 
47, in a note, gives the names of her husbands and diildren. 

(6) Some authorities say that the Director-General and GouncQ pur- 
diased Staten Island from the ]bidians about 1626, several years before 
the date of the first patent 

(6), This was in February, 164& 

(7) A sdiepd was about three pecks. 

(8) The late Hon. G. P. Disosway. 

(9) In his negotiations Lovelace referred to the several previous sales, 
but the Indians replied that they had not been paid in fall, and now 
demanded an additional 600 fathoms of wampum, but finally agreed 
to accept 400, together with a number of guns, axes, ketttes and watch-, 
coats. The Governor and Council came to an agreement with them on 
the 9th of April, 1670, by which, on receiving payment^ they promised 
to abandon the Ldand. Onthelst day of May, tiiey formally delivered 
up possession to Thomas Lovdaoe and Matthias Nicholls, who were 
deputedi for the purpose. Tet^ in a public document dated July 8th, 
1672, Nathanid Sylvester is represented as the owner of the Uland. 

. This NichoUs was at one time Secretary of the colony. There was a 
^Ivester fiunily residing on the Island at an early date, and some 
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of the name were fooDd here in 1764^ when John E^lvester and 
EUzabeOi hia wife had a daughter bom Not. L Bap. Bee. Si An- 
drew'a CSmrdi. 

(10) The value of a guilder was forty eenta. 

(11) TUb spring was so called because it snppUed the Hessians^ who 
were encamped upon the neighboring hrights during the Beyolutioii* 
with^ 



(12) We find the name of Joseph KDop in the connlgr record%onee 
as being the lessee of 200 acres of land, and in 1711 as a Judgeof the 
county. We hate been unaUe to disoorer what relationship^ if ai^, 
he bene to the coloneL 

(18) Brodhead sajs that the date of his death was February, 1672 ; 
whereas the tablet in St Uark^s Church makes it August^ 1682, a diffor- 
enoe of about ten and a half : 



(U) On the 29th September, 1677, Got. Androa executed a patent 
to Garret Croosen (Gruser) for 160 acres of land on the n<»iih ride of 
Staten Laland, an abstract of which wtQ be found in App. M, which is 
bounded on Ihe west by ** a small mnn of water." ItisdiAeultiif not 
impossible, at this day to trace the boundaries of some of the old pat* 
ents; but we assume that the ** runn of water ** mentionedin the patent 
is the sizeam issuing out of the '* boiling spring** on the Bement estate, 
as that spring was formerly called the ** Gruser spring; * and in conrey* 
ances of eren recent date the ''runn'* is called the ** Gkruser Enuring 
brook.** The land conveyed was 117 rods in breadth, probabty at 
right angles with the sides, and not following the sinuosities of the 
shore of the Eill% which, being nearfy 2,000 feet^ would reach nearly 
or quite to the Pelton estate. This estate once belonged to ooedf the 
Gruser family, but probably it was a subsequent purohase. By the 
same patent it is evident that '' Gblon** Lorekoe's Flantacon," laid west 
of the Cmser grants and must have been conveyed to him before the 
date of that grant The Palmer patent begins at a cove on ^Eili Van 
Gun,** on the east bounds of the lands of Garret Gruser ; probaUlythe 
word eatt is a derical error, and should have been weti, but even on 
that supposition the boundaries described in the latter patent would 
embrace Lovelace's property. If we assume ** the cove " to be that 
next west of and adjoining the Pelton estate^ the diAcuMy would be 
increased, as the boundaries would embrace the properties both of 
Lovelace and Gruser. As we said before, insuperable difficulties meet 
us in eveiy attempt to locate these boundariea. The natural outlet of 
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the Gnuer Spring Brook was at or near the place where the surplns 
water from the works of the New York Dyeing and Printing Estab- 
lishment now enters the ES\b. The pond of this Establishment is an 
artificial stmctnre, made nearly a centoxy ago for the use of a mill 
which 8ix>od on the " Factory Dock.** The main stream which sap- 
plies this pond is also ah artificial canal ; the natural ^outlet of the 
water which now supplies this pond was through Bodine's pond into 
the Kills. In Governor Dongan% days^ these waters supplied a pond 
in the rear of the reservoir of the Qbb Oompany on the south side of 
Post Ayenue, for the use of his miO, which we hove elsewhere alluded 
to as the mill» in the ddlar of which cannon were said to have been con- 
cealed. 

(15) Silver Lake. 

(16) ToadHiE 

(17) Between Graniteville and New SpringriDe. 

(18) Bom Thomas Fknnar ; he was the father of OoL Billop^ of 
the Bevolution. 

(19) This description of the severity of thf.t winter was given to the 
writer by an old man who was bom in 1748, and died in 1887. He 
had frequently heard his father speak of it His description applied 
to Long Island near the Narrows, where the family resided, but was 
just as applicable to Staten Island. 

(20) So called because the sign of the tavern at the ferzy had the 
figure of a comet painted upon it 

(21) Thomas Arrowsmith ; the name of this man occurs in several 
places in the county records, as having bought and sold land, lii the 
records of St Andrew's Church, the baptism of his daughter Mazy, 
May 26, 1764^ is entered, and the buih of his son Henry on the 80th 
November, 1768, which must have occurred while the father was absent 
with the army. He was a man of some importance in the oonnty.* 
The family is no longer found hers. 

(22) The order of the Garter, which outvies all similar institutions 
in the world, was founded by Edward m, April 28d, 1849^'GO ; the 
garter is of Uue velvet, bordered with gold, with the inscripiaon in the 
old French, *' Bbni mrii qui md y jMitas.'* 

(28) A quaint old historian says that during this action Sir Peter 
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met wiQi a aerioas Iom in haTing a yeiy importont and indiq^enaabla 
part of his aOk breecliea earned away by a eannon ban, wUali paaaed 
inhia] 



(24) Oen. Howe to Lord Oeorge Germain : 

<* Statbi IsLAmb Ji^y 7, fl^ 76. 

The Halifu fleet arriyed June 29 at Sandy Hook, where I anifed 
four daya sooner. I met with Oot. Tiyon on board ddp at the Hook, 
and many gentlemen, fast friends to GoTernmenti attending him, from 
whom I had the fullest information of the stated the Bebel% who are 
nnmerons and adTantageoody posted with strong inizencfament% both 
uponLL and at N.T., with more than 100 pieces of eannon few the de- 
fense of the town towards the sesi and to obstmet the passage of the 
fleet up the North Biver, besides a considerable field train of srtiDeiy. 
We passed the Narrows with three ships of war and the first di^iaon 
of transports ; landed the Orenadiers and light In&ntiy, as the ships 
came up, on the Uand, to the groa t joy d a moat loyal people^ long 
sufEsring on that account under the oppression of the Bebels stationed 
among them, who precipitately fied on the approach of the shipping. 
The remainder of the troopa landed next day and nighty and are now 
distributed in cantonment^ where they have the best refceahmenta. I 
propose waiting here for the Wnglish fleeter for the arrival of LL Gov. 
CSinton, in readiness to proceed, unless by some uneipected chai^ of 
circumstances it ahould in the meantime be found eipedient to act 
with the p res en t force.** 

JThe oppression of the ''loyal people*' by the rebds stationed among 
ihem, slluded to in the abore letter, existed only in the writer^s imagi- 
nation. There were no rebel forcea stationed here ; the British took 
possession too etoAj. There were scTeral ** rebda" escaped from the 
Island when the ^tish arrived, but it waa only those who had so 
freely expressed their opinions^ that they considered their personal 
safely endangered by remaining. 

(26) A British official account of the battle says: <* On the 2Sth LL 
GttL De Heister, with two brigades of Hosnisns from Staten Idand, 
joined the army, leaving one brigade of his troops, a detachment d 
the 14th Regiment from Virginia, some convalescents andrecruita, un- 
der the command of lieui CoL Dalrymple, for the security of the 

(26) This account was receiTed from the late venerable Mr. Joseph 
Bedell, who^ though a boy, was one of the prisoners taken by the 
Americans. Mr. B. was bom Oct 24, 176S— consequen{l|y he was 



468 ANNALS OF 8TATEN IBLANB. 

about fourteen years old when the ddrmiah took place. He fixed the 
day of the month, Ang. 8» by the &ct of the extraordinaiy heat of the 
day. Two Britidi soldiers, in pursuit of the Americans, uttezly over- 
come, lay down under two large trees which then stood in front of the 
. premises now occupied by Mr. Jacob 0. Oarxison, at Fresh Kill, and 
died there. 

(27) The above brief account differs slightly from that in CoL 
Simcoe's Journal, which evidently is so prejudiced as to be utterly 
unreliable. 

(28) Bedell and Micheau Icept a store at Fresh ESSL 

» 

(29) The man who was instrumental in saving the life of Simcoe, 
by restraining the boy who was about to stab him, was named Uar- 
rener. He was a veiy active partisan, and was peculiarly obnoxious 
to the British. He was subsequently taken prisoner, and Clinton de- 
clined to accede to his exchange until Simcoe informed him that he 
owed his life to this man's intervention ; the only trait of humanity 
recorded of Simcoe while in America. 

(30) There was a Glen. Skinner in the tory department of the Brit- 
ish army ; he is said to have come from Amboy. 

(81) Bobin's Beef was so called because of the great number of 
seals which frequented it ; ro&yn being the Dutch word for seaL 

(82) At this time he lived on the present poor-house fum. 

(88) In the baptismal record of St Andrew's Church, is the fol- 
lowing entry ; 

*' Christopher Yoke, son of John Yoke, Capi and mary lus wife, was 
baptised June 2d, 178&'' 

(84) See Alston, App. L. 

(86) The house he lived in stands on the westeriy edde of the Am- 
boy road, a few rods from the Black Horse Comer, and is ooeujned by 
his son-in-law, Mr. Cornelius Egbert 

(86) Tins Paul Micheau was probably the first of the name in the 
county ; he was bom in 1700, and died Aug. 6th, 1751, while a mem* 
ber of the Colonial Assembly. His son Paul, and grandson Paul J., 
were both prominent men in the couniy. He resided in Westfteld, 
and, as was customary in those days, was buried on his own land. 
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His graTeHrtQii0» with two or three oihen, gtill stands in the middle of 
a large field west of the reaidence of Isaac K. Jemap, Esq. 

(87) He was not permitted to take his seat^ on acoonnt of his nn- 
disgubed wjmpMkj wi£h the British. 

(88) His commission as Clerk of the Court of Common Fka^ etCL, 
dated Feh. 2ad» 1798, and is Stan in < 



(89) Died before the expiration of his term, and Joseph Egbert 
appointed to fill the Tmeanqr* 

(40) Since 1847 the dnttea of the Sorrogate haye been perfonned 
by the Coontj Judge. 

(41) There are nnmeroos receipts of this kind still in eiistence in 
all parts of the ooonty. 

(43) In 1790, as we haye seen, there were on^ 1598 males m the 
coaniy; in 1776 there were less^ probabty not much orer 1200. 
Allowing half of these to be hon <^^ ^ proportion of men too old to 
bear arms, there were not many left to be enrolled in the fonr com* 
panics of militia. As Jaoobson reported this enrollment to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, which was a patriotic body, as wpB not the Prorincisl 
Assembly, there were not many left to be regarded as tones. These 
four companies^ howerer, were never mnstered into the service of the 
coontiy, for in about three months after the date of Jacobson's report^ 
the British had possession of the Ldand— conseqaenilly they would not 
heve been soflTered to leave their h<»nes^ to enter the service of their 
country. 

(48) The precise date of the removal of the coonly seat from Stony 
Brook to Bichmond cannot now be ascertained. There is areeord of a 
court held in the court-house^ at Stony Brook on the 5th day of Sep- 
tember, in the second year of the reign of Qeorge 11 — ^1728. On the 
6th day of March, 1729, a court was held in the court-house at Bich- 
mond town ; the removal, therefore, vras made between September 5th, 
1728, and March 6th, 1729. We have noted dseiriiere that a stone 
prison had been built at Cuckol's town, and it was probably found in- 
convenient to have the court-house and prison in different place% wome 
two miles apart; and therefore the removal was eflEbeted. 

The hamlet^ now the village of Bichmond, was usually called CocUes- 
town,but in tiie old records we find the name written ^^OoriooUTBiawn'* 
and **Cerhold8 ftnon;** in the court records for 1711 it is written 



f] 
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(44) It is probably owing to ignorance of the ancient name of the 
hill, that an attempt has not long ago been made to resosdtate it| in 
more euphomoos form, as Monte Ferro, for instance, and thns obliter- 
ate the present disagreeable appdlation of this beautifal locality. 

(45) In the early histories of the colony, aUusion is sometimes made 
to the '' Watering Place " on Staten Idand, where outward-bound Tea- 
sels usually took in water. This was near the present TompldnsriUe 
landing. The brook which supplied the water still runs, though 
greatly diminished. There were also seyeral springs along the eastern 
shore, some of which were very copious, and are stiU in existence, 
though many of them have been cfao^d by modem improvements. 

(46) Old town as distinguished from Nleuw Dorp, or the present 
New Dorp. 

(47) Copy of a letter from the late Ber. Thomas De Witt^ D.D., of 
New Tork, to the Bey. James Brownlee, iD.D., of Staten Island. . 

(48) March Gth, 1696, James Hanson Dye and James Felcheth exe- 
cuted a lease of a lot of land on the Fresh Kill Boad to the Dutch 
congregation for a term of fifty years. The dimensions were ''87 foot 
on the east side, along the King's road, 81 foot on the south side, 68 
foot on the west side, and 60 foot on the north side." 

(49) We append the following additional and interesting &ct8 in 
the history of this clergyman. After his settlement on Staten Island, 
he married Anna the daughter of Johannes Staats;, and became the 
father of the following children, all of whom were bom and baptised 
here, as the following e3ctract from the old Dutch church records shows. 

Maria CSatharine, baptized Msxch 6, 1720. 

Anna, '* July 2Q, 172L 

Comdiua, ** March 8, 1728. 

. Staats, *" March 21, 172& 

Jaooba, "* December 22, 172a 

Zeger, - October 7, 178& 

In the county clerk's office there is recorded a deed from John Staats 
to his son-in-law, Cornelius Van Santroord, dated 1784, and recorded 
1748, for a parcel of land on the North Sid& This deed was recorded 
three yean after he left the Island. The land conveyed by it is now a 
part of the Pelton property, and the old house st31 standing is the 
identical one buflt and occupied by the Dominie. FxoL Pearson, in 
his '* Genealogies of the First Settlers of Schenectady,** says that the 
Ber. Oomelius Van Santroord was the fifth minister of the church at 
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that placa He came from Lcgrden, where he had a naterHnng al the 
time of his death in 1763, who had.manied Z^ger HaiebroolL He 
preached his laat aermon Dea 21, 1751, from Luke it : 1(>**14 On 
the BQOceeding New Tear^a day he aacended the palpiti but waa too weak 
to preach, and conduded hia htft paldio aerrioe hj prayer and the 
customary New Tear^a benediction. He died Jan. 6^ 1759; aged 56 
yearSk and was buried under the churdL His wife died soon after hia 
remoTal to Schenectady, and on the 19th of February, 1748^ he mai^ 
ried Elizabeth ToD. GDie died before the date of Ua wiD, whidi waa 
March 6, 1747, leaving no issue. His eldest daughter Haria Catharine 
married John R Wenddl, a kwyer of Albany, Jufy 16; 1741. Hia 
eldest son Comdius settled in Albany in 1747, and married Arianlje 
Bradt on the last day of the year 1747 ; he liyed on the site of the 
present Dderan Houae. Hia brother Staata, who waa a gunsndtfai 
married Willempie Bradt^ a sister of his brother^s wife on the same 
day. His son Zeger settled at Sdienectady, and married OataJtynije^ 
daughter of Eliaa Post^ April 18^ 1766 ; he died on the anniTersaiy of 
Ua wedding 1818b His daughter Jaccba married Peter Trues d 
Sdienectady, Feb. 26, 1749. TtoL Pearson says all Ua children were 
bom on Staten Idand, and mentiona another dau^^ter, Oeertge (Ger^ 
trude ), who married Byk Van der Bilt on the Baritaa, but her name ia 
not found in the baptismd record abofe mentioned. 

(60) For moat of theaehistoricd busts, the writer is mdebted to the 
** Address ddiTered in the Reformed Ghurdi, Port Bichmond, by Ber* 
James Brownlee, D J>., on the fortieth anniTeraary of hia settlement 
August i% 1816,'' by the kind permission of the author. 



(51) EDia Duxbury, or Eliaa Dukesbeny— for the name is found 
written bodi ways— waa by birth an Wngliahman, and came to Staten 
Idan^ at an early date. He waa Judge of the couniy nineteen yeax% 
and seTcrd times member of the Colonid Assembly. His wSD, be- 
queathing the property alluded to in the text waa dated May 6, 1718^ 
and proved October 23 of the aame year. The properly waa a jdanta* 
tion of two hundred acres, dtuated on the northeast extremity of the 
Island, and consequent^ the point of land at New Brighton wa% un- 
til a recent date^ generally known as '* Dnxbuxy'sPointi'' and sometimes 
''The Glebe.** It was bequeathed to the Minister, Camrch-wardena and 
Vestry of Si Andrew's Churdi, for the only use end maintenance d 
the minister and incumbent. The properly still owned by the churdi 
at TompkinsrOle and ita ridnity ia a part of this bequest Being a 
derise to a rdigioua incorporation, it waa Toid by law, but aa the title 
of the churdi waa nerer disputed, and aa the State by sereral acts in- 
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ddentally recognized its validity, to say nothing of a possession of 
more than a centnxy and a hal^ the title has long ago become nnim- 
peachable. 

(52) In the old record is the following entzy : 

" Mr. field came hear whitsonday the 1st May & administered the 
sacrent^ 178a'' . 

In justice to the clergymen of this chnrch, it is proper to remaric 
that tiie records from which we quote here and elsewhere, were kept, 
not by them, but by*the clerks of the church, some of whom evidently 
had not been familiar with a school-honse in their youth. 

(68) Several authorities which have been consulted, and among 
them Dr. HenshaVs biography of Bishop Moore, unite in fixing the 
date of this settlement in 1789. The authority for the date in the text 
is an entry in the old book of records of the church in his own hand- 
writing, and is as follows : 

" Begister of Marriages since my settlement in the Parish of Saint 
Andrew's, October 1, 1788." 

His first marriage bears date Oct, 1788, and is that of Richard Lake 
and Simonson. In the same book is also the following entiy : 

'* October 6, 1788, the Beverend Bichard Moor Began Devine Serves 
at the Church of Saint Andrews." 

His first baptism bears the same date ; it was that of Catharine, 
daughter of John Poillon. 

(64) The histozy of Calvary Presbyterian Church was furnished by 
Bev. J. M. Greene. 

(66) Jacobus Yanderbilt— this is evidently an errors-Jacobus is 
James, and in the whole Yanderbilt genealogy there is not a single 
James ; the name should undoubtedly be written Jacob. This is fur- 
ther evident from the fact that Jacob Yanderbilti bom in 1692 and 
died in 1769, according to the family record, and 1760 according to 
the church accounti was the first of the name on Staten Island, and 
that his wife's name was Elenor or Neiltje, both names being the same, 
the one English, the other Dutch. He was at one time an elder in the 
Bef ormed Dutch Church on Staten Island. 

Elizabeth Inyard was the widow of Matthias, and sister of Oapt. 
Nicholas Garrison, whose biography is given dsewhers. 
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(66) HeisflaidtohaTebee&iliemTentorof.oentre^KMrdsinnil^ 



(57) This eharch, ti the oomer of the old C9o?e and Bidiiiioiid 
Boad, has for many yean been totalfy abandoned by ihe Baptists. 
It gradually fell into min, and was final^ demolished early in the 
present year, 1877. 

(68) This ohnrdi stood on the ground now oeeupied by the small 
Baptist Gemetery, nearly opposite the District School Hoose, and was 
demolished after the organization of the North Baptist CShnieh. 

(69) Francis Asbuty was bom 1748, and came to America in 177L 
He was ordained bishop by Dr. Coke in 1784. and was the senior 
bishop of the Methodist Cihnroh in the United States. He traTsled 
annually through the country, preaching and ordaining preabhsn. He 
died suddenly at SpotaylTaniai Ya., in 1816^ aged 70 years. 

(60) The following is a copy of the inscription on the tomb-stone 
of Mr. Cole, in the burying-ground of Woodrow Churdu 

Sacred to the Memory of Ber. William Ciole, bom Sept 22d. 1789 ; 
joined M. R Church Oct 26, 1788 ; Bom of the Si»rit May 6, 1789 ; 
receiyed license to preach the Oospel May 6» 1793 ; ordained deacon 
Oct 1, 1797 ; ordained elder June 1^ 1823 ; departed this lifs April 
11, 1848, aged 78 years, 6 months^ 38 days. 



(61) There is the following note attached to his : 

«<iB8 if he keeps thatland now in dispute^ or iB4 if he loses it 



There is a small chapel at Ereiacherriile under the care of the 
Woodrow Ghtoch. 

(68) U. A. C Unaltered Augsburgian Confession. This Oonfesaon 
was drawn up at Augsburg by Mdancthon, and by him and Lnttier 
presented to the Emperor Charies in 1680. 

(64) This Paul Micheau died 1761. In the middle of a large field, 
in the town of Westfield, near the residence of Isaac K. Jessup^ Esq<^ 
is a small cluster of graye-stones^ among whidi is that denoting the 
place of the interment of this Paul Micheau. 

(66) There is an entry in an old Court record of 1736, wherein 
Francis Bodin (written Buddin in another place) was charged with 
some ofEmce against the king, and ** comes into Courts and rather than 
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contend with the king confesses judgment and sobmits to a flne^** 
which is only another way of pleading guQty. 

(66) The following is a copy of the inscription upon the tombHstonea 
of CoL NicUos Britten and his wife : 

''Here lyes y* Body of CoL Nicklcs Britten, aged A yearsi Deceased 
Jan. 12, 1740. 

Here lies a man of tender hart 
Unto the poor in every part 
He never sent the poor away 
Which well is nown unto tUs DbjJ* 

''Here Lyes y* Body of Frances^ wife of CoL Nicholas Britton, aged* 
66 years, Deceased May y* 7, 1748. 

This Woman who is buried here 
This county has nown for many a year 
A loving mistress, a faithful wife 
A Tender mother all her Life.** 
These stones are still standing in the Moravian Cemetezy, and are 
evidence that there was a burial-ground there long before the Morar 
vians obtained possession of the properly.* 

(67) This sword, which is at present in the possession of H. J. Cor- 
sen, Esq., of New SpringviUe, was an heir-loom in the family ; the silk 
sash, however, has disappeared. 

(68) This Cornelius Egbert^ stiB living (July, 1876), married the 
daughter of Bomt Lake, who was murdered by Christian Smith, and 
occupies the same house Lake occupied at the time of his death. His 
brother TIHlliam married another daughter of Lake. 

(69) Matthias Enyard, with his mother Elizabeth Oanison— ahe 
being then a widow— were among the first members of the Moravian 
Church on the Island. See the history of that church. He had ason 
Matthias, who married Sarah Decker, and had the following son% 
Beuben, Elias, Nicholas, John and Matthias. The names of David 
and Benjamin Enyard appear in the court records in 1770, but we have 
not met with them elsewhere. 

(70) Edmund Andro% Ent Lieut and Govemor-Oeneral, under 
his Boyal Highness James, Duke of York and Albany, eta, of New 
York and dependencies in America^ granted to Abraham Lakeman 
eighty acres of land on the northwest side of Staten Island at an an- 
nual rent of one bushel of wheal 



